


; COURTS OF JUDICATURE. . 
FRIAR: OB WALES’ ISLAND, / SINGAPORE: AND» MALACOAm: 
subordinate, to the presidency: of Fort Willian in Bengaly,,. sa 


Virtues, of an act passed in bane! a 
Eyes reign of his said late Maj esty, Ki eorge the 


1 years 
; Wntituléd/¢ An Act for establishing’ further Regulations foe's? 
. me, (Government of ‘the British Territories ‘in’ India, and the’ beads 1800. 
“ ‘Ad-ninistration of Justice within the same,” are subject: to the juris+: ‘i om any 40 
dictic »,of the Supreme Court of Judicature ,of Fort. William. afere- >) c. oe 
said ; and, it may be expedient that some other provision should, be; 
maile for’ the administr ation of justice within the said island and other 
places aforesaid; he it therefore enacted, that it shall and maybe | 
lawful ‘to’ ‘and for bis Majesty, his heirs and sucedsors, ‘by letters” 
patent underthe great seal of Great Britain, er in any other lawful | 
manner, .to make,such provision for; the adxuinistration,of justige.inty 
civil, criminal, ecclesiastical, and admiralty matters, arisen, and ; {to 
arise within the said island of Singapore, aud the said town andefort | 
of Millacca ‘and ‘its dependencies, by his and their royal prerogative, as 
he or they might have dohe if the said last-mentioned act had ney 
been'made or passed; and in case any ‘ch provision shall be made 
by his Majesty, his heirs and success.., .em the. said island, ,and,,.. 
the said town and_ fort and its dependencies, from the time or several ,, 
times when such proyision shall take effect, or from any other time — 
or ‘times to be appointed by his Majesty, his heirs or successors, ‘| 
and’ill the ‘inhabitants of the said island, and the said town; fort; 
and,.its ‘dependencies, and other persons being thereon, shall :cedse 
to be subject to and shall be wholly exempt from the jurisdiction 
of the said Supreme Court; the said last-mentioned act, or any 
other law or statute, to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith- 
standing, 
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ifn a tyes 60 Gox LET) cp: jcy smc tha 
Board of Cotumissioners for the Affairs of India was ‘first esta 
blished, provision. “was thade for ‘the ‘erection of “a Court’ of" 
Judicature in: Tingland, forthe Triak of Offences committed in 
India? The. court was to. consist of three judges, oneyapy « 
ene éadhof the three courtsvof King’s Benchy:Gom« ~ 
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* members chosen in the same. manner; liberty being jgiven-to 
»the party accused and to the prosecutor to challenge a certain 
‘numier of the same. Ali depositions of witnesses taken in 
India, avd all writings received by the Court | of Directors, 
and copies "of those sent out by them were) to be» receiv, 4 as” 
legal evidence, The judgment of the court is made fri, and 
to extend to fine and imprisonment, and to the declaring: the 
party incapablg of ‘ever serving the Cgmpany in any capacity 
whatever. The bill likewise provided, that. every servant of ; 
* the Company should, within two months after his return to 
England, deliver in upon oath to the Court of Exchequer, 
an inventory of his real and personal estates; and a copy 
thereof to the Court of Directors for the inspection of the 
pfoprietors; and in case any complaint should be made 
thereupon by the Be Commissioners, the Court of Di- 
rectors or any three proprietors, possessing stock to the amount 
njunctively of £10,000, the Court of Exchequer were re- 
ired to examine the person complained of upon ath, 
and to-imprison hiin until he answered the interrogatories put 
to him to their satisfaction, and any neglect or concealment. 
was punishable by imprisonment, forfeiture of all, his ‘estates, 
both real and personal, and an incapacity of ever serving the 
Company. Considerable opposition was offered ‘to the bill. 
The compelling persons to swear to the value of their property 
upon their return from India, was represented as harsh and 
rigorous. In defence of that provision it was-said, that there 
was no other effectual mode of putting an end to the pecula- 
tion and extortion which had so long prevailed; and as a further 
defence it was urged that as the oath was not to: be required 
till 1787, those who were already in India and might. be 
affected retrospectively, would have an opportunity of avoid- © 
ing its operation by returning to England before that time : 
and those who should go out subsequently, would opr o what. 
test they would be subject when they returned. “cae fie 
The new Court of Judicature was. strongly olijectnd to, 
especially as not allowing Indian delinquents a trial bya jury 
of their peers, which was represented as the. birthright of — 
_ every Englishman. It was observed in reply, that m ) 
ties i Cen 
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jurys particularly that numerous and valuable set of smen'the © 
officers. and. privates of our army and-navy. “As the: ae 
law of England was not suited to the enforcement of maaat 
disciplitie, so it had been found inadequate to the prevention 
of the. ggrossest misconduct in India: the same’ principle of 
publicuiility and general expediency would therefore equally 
justify another mode.of trial in both cases. The courts of 
Westminster Hall, and even the power of Parliament had | 
been proved by experience to be incompetent to the punish- 
ment of offences committed in the distant regions of the East, 
which rendered it necessary to have recourse to a new species 
of judicature not confined to the common rules of ‘evidence; 
and when it was considered from what classes of life the mem- 
bers of the proposed court were to be taken, and that ae 
possible precaution was to be used for excluding from the 
office of judge all persons who could be supposed to have aiiy 
bias,upon their minds; it might be safely said, that no assem- 
blage of persons could be found better qualified to investigate 
truth or more likeiy to decide with candour and justice. ‘The 
chief debate was on the bill going into a*committee; and on 
the.motiop for the speaker’s leaving the chair, the numbérs 
were two hundred and seventy-one yeas to sixty nayes. 

The note. addressed by the King to Mr, Pitt on learning 
the result, was in the following terms :— 

“ Jt is with infinite pleasure I have received Mr, Pitt’s note 
* containing the agreeable account of the committee on the 
“ East-India bill having been opened by the division of so 
* very decided a majority. 

I trust this will prevent much trouble being given in its 
* further\ progress, and that this measure may lay a founda- 
« tion for, by degrees, correcting those shocking enormities ‘in 
% India which disgrace human nature, and if not put a stop 
sto," threatén the, expulsion of the Company out ‘of that 

wealthy region.” . ; 
In 2786, a bill was brought in by Mr. Dundas for siting 
go - much of the act of 1784, as réquired from the servants of 
“the Company returning from India, a’ disclosure of all their 
esti upon path; which measure had been gpudly com- 
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plained of, and had. created strong disgust and jailer 
arnongst. the Company's servants in’ India. It also: ‘provided 
for some alteration in the Court ‘constituted by ‘the act of - 
1784, for the trial ig England.of offences committed i in India. 
Strong invectives were uttered by Mr. Fox against re-enacting, 
under any thodifications, a bill. which took away. the ‘unalien- 
able birthright of every British subject, to a trial by jury. 
The bill was opposed in the House of Lords on the same 
grounds, by thegLords Carlisle, Stormont gnd Logie 
but it passed by large majorities. 


LAWS. 

(1) "Whereas by an act made in the twenty-fourth Preamble.— 
year of his Majesty's reign, intituled, “ An Act for Sena ane 
“ the better Regulation and Management of the Within the first 
«A flaixs of the East-India Company, and of the Bri- et 2G 

ays,-lists of 
“ tish Possessions in India: and for establishing a twenty-six, peers 
“ Court of Judicature for the more speedy and effee- to be. delivered 
“ tual Trial of Persons accused of Offences committed i Sted ™p. 
«(in the East-Indies,” divers provisions were made and enacted for 
the more effectually prosecuting and bringing te speedy and condign 
punishment the crime of extortion, and other misdemeanors, com- 
mjtted in the East-Indies by British subjects, in the service of his 
Majesty, or of the said Company ; and particularly for tonstituting 
a special Court of Judicature for the tria] of any information, to be 
exhibited in his Majesty's Court of King’s Bench, against such 
offenders, under and by virtue of a commission, to be awarded under 
the great seal of Great Britain, directed to four members of the 
House of Peers, six members of the House of Commons, and three 
of the judges of his Majesty's courts of law at Westminster, such 
members and judges to be selected and chosen in the manner pre- 
scribed by the said act; and the said Special Commissioners, to be 
so constituted by such commission, or any seven or more of. them 
(of whom one of the said three judges was to be one), were, by the 
said act, invested with full power and authority to hear and- determine 
every such information, and to pronounce judgment thereon, accord- 
ing to the effect of the judgment at common law, upon convictions 
had and obtained according to the course of the common law, for _ 
extortion or other misdemeanor: and whereas the selection of the 
members of the said respective Houses of Parliament, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, may be rendered more easy and convenient; and 
whereas it is judged expedient, that, instead of seven, not less than 
ten commissioners, to be constituted by such commission as aforesaid, 
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and, for that purpose, that a greater number of members of eich 
House of Parliament, than is directed by the said act, should, toge- 
ther with the said three judges, be named and authorized as commis- 
sioners in and by such commission; and whereas it is also expedient, 
that, for giving greater vigour and efficacy t6 the proceedings and 
judgments of the said special commissioners, further regulations 
should be provided and established; be it enacted, that within the 
first thirty’ sitting days of the House of Lords in every future ses- 
sion of Parliament, the members of the said House, or any of them, 
may respectively deliver in, at the table, lists inclosed in covers, 
sealed up, and having the words « East-India Judftature,” and their 
respective names or titles-of honour, by which they are generally 
known and distinguished, indorsed on the outside thereof, in their 
respective proper hand-writing : every such list containing the names 
or titles of twenty-six peers; and that, on the first sitting day. after 
the expiration of the said thirty days, the clerk of the Parliaments, 
or his deputy or assistant, or such other person as the said House 
shall direct, shall prepare and lay upon the table of the said Hoyse 
a list of the names or titles of the Lords who shall, within the said 
thirty days, have delivered such lists ; and that, on the next sitting 
day of the said “House, the said covers shall be opened by the clerk 
of the Parliaments, or his deputy or assistant, or such other person 
as the said House shall direct, by order of the speaker of the said 
House, during the sitting of the said House, and all the lists which 
shall be so delivered shall be taken out of the sdid covers and put into 
a box; and the said lists shall be referred by the said House to +a 
committee ; who shall examine the same, and within such time as the 
said House shall direct, report to the House the name or title of 
every Lord whose name or title shall appear in ten or more of such 
lists; and if the names or titles of the respective members so returned 
shall not amount to twenty-six members at the least, exclusively of 
such of the members so returned as shall be struck out of the said 
lists according to the directions of this act, the members of the said 
House, or any of them, may, on any of the next seven sitting days 
of the said House, deliver in fresh lists in covers sealed up, and 
indorsed in the manner hereinbefore directed, each of such lists 
containing a number of names or titles of members of the said House, 
equal to that number by which the list returned by the committee 
shall, exclusively of the members struck out as aforesaid, fall short 
* of twenty-six; and the said covers shall be opened, and the lists 
disposed of, referred, and proceeded upon after the end of the said 
seven days, in the manner hereinbefore directed in respect to the ed 
former lists. 
Lists of forty (2) And be it further enacted by the authority 
bedlvered in aforesaid, that the members of the House of Com- 
mons, to be named by that House for the purposes 
apnea: shall be chosen, nominated, and appointed if the manner 
s3 following, 
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1786. 


tained to the contrary notwithstanding; (that is to say), that within 


26 Geo. 3, the first thirty sitting days of the said House in every future session 


of Parliament, the members of the said House, or any of them, may 
respectively deliver iD at the table, lists, inclosed in covers, sealed 
up, and having the words “ East-India Judicature,” and ‘their. re- 
spective’ names, indorsed on the outside thereof, in their respective 
proper hand-writing, each of which lists shall contain the names of 
forty members. of the said House; ‘and that, on the first sitting day 
after the expiration of the said thirty days, the clerk of the :said 
House, or his deputy or assistant, or such offer person as the House 
shall direct, shall:prepare, and lay upon the table, the names .of all 
the members who shall have delivered such lists; and that on the 
next sitting day of the said House, the clerk of the said House, 
or any or either of such other persons as aforesaid, shall, at the table, . 
during the sitting of the said House, by the order of the speaker, 
take the lists out of the said covers, and put the said lists. together into 
appx and the said-lists shall be immediately referred, bythe said 
Ouse, to a committee, who shall examine the same, and within 
such time as the House shall direct, report to the House the nameof 
every member whose name shall appear in twenty or more of the said 
lists; and if the names so returned shall not amount to forty ,at the 
least, exclusively of such of the said members therein named) as’shall 
be struck out of the said lists according to the directions of this act, 
tthe members of the said House, or any of them, may, on any. ofthe 
next seven sitting days of the sfid House, deliver in at the table of 
the said House fresh lists, in covers, sealed up and indorsed in the 
manner hereinbefore directed, each list containing a number of 
names of members of the said House equal to that number by which 
the. list returned by the said committee shall, exclusively of such. of 
the said names as shall be so struck out, fall short of forty, and the 
said lists shail be opened, disposed of, referred, and-proceeded upon, 
after the end of the said seven days, in the manner hereinbefore di- 
rected in respect to the said former lists : and the like order and course 
respectively as aforesaid, shall be taken in each House of Parliament, 
until the said numbers of twenty-six members of the House of Lords, 
and forty members of the House of Commons,  shali have, been 
returned to the said respective Houses, by the committees to whom 
the said lists shall be referred, exclusively of such of the members so 
returned as shall be struck out of the said lists, according to the direc- 
tions 6f this act. ia, 
(3) Provided always, and be it enacted, that if any Persons ‘hold- 
of the persons named in any of the lists returned by. is grog under 
the said respective committees, shall appear to hold or sat cd si 
any civil office of profit under the crown, during his 
Majesty's pleasure, or to be, or to have been, a Commissioner for 


'the"A flairs of India, or to bt, or to have been, a Director of the said 


Company, 
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Company, or to hold, or to haye held, any office or employment in 
the service of the said Company in India, the names of all and every 
such persons shall be struck out of the said lists, by the order of the 
said respective Houses of Parliament. " 

Mode of eli (4) Provided also, and be itifarther enacted, that if 
vering in of lists the delivery of the said lists at the tables of the respec- 
pfeoite Hows tive Sivases of Parliament, in the manner directed by 

' "this act, shall occasion any interruption of other busi- 
ness, or be found inconvenient in any other respect, it shall be lawful 
for both or either of the said Houses, by their order or orders, to sub- 
stitute such other mode for the delivery of such lists as the said 
Houses shall respectively think fit, and that the said lists shall, after 
the making of any such order or orders, be delivered according to the 
tenor and directions thereof respectively ; any thing hereinbefore con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The party ac- (5) And be it further enacted, that the names of the 
ae and a twenty-six peers, and forty members of the House of 
net —, Commons, which shall have been so chosen bythe 
peers and twen- said respective Houses of Parliament, or the names of 
bate aga . the twenty-six peers, and forty members of the House 
peers, and the Of Commons, which (in case the said lists of both or 
first seven com- ejther of the said Houses shall happen to contain a 
moners not chal- i 
lenged to be, greater number of members than as aforesaid respec- 
with the three tively) shall have been drawn by lot, according to the 
is, prea directions of the said former act, or of such of them 
missionérs, as shall personally appear at the time and place ap- 

pointed, in the manner by the said act directed, shall 
be put into a box, to be drawn by lot, in the presence of the judges, 
to be appointed according to the directions of the said recited act, 
and of the parties to the information to be tried, or their counsel or 
agents; and the person or persons against whom the said information 
shall have been exhibited, shall have the liberty, as the said names 
are drawn out, to make peremptory challenges, to the number of 
thirteen of the peers, and twenty of the members of the House of 

Commons, whose names shall have been put into the said box; and 
his Majesty's attorney-general, or other prosecutor, as the case may 
happen, and also the party or parties against whom such information 
shall have heen exhibited as aforesaid, shall respectively have power 
to make challenges to any of the names which shall be so drawn out, 
and to assign foricause of challenge any such matter as, in the opinion 
of the three judges, or the majority of them, shall appear, in their dis- 
cretion, sufficient to set aside the person or persons so challenged, for 
.the purpose of obtaining equal justice: and the first five names of the 
said peers, and likewise the first seven names of the said members of 
the House of Commons, which being drawn out shall not be so. chal- 
lenged, or against’ whom no challenge shall have been allowed, shall 
be returned by the said judges to the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord 

' oe Keeper, 
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Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the custody of the great seal of 
Great Britain, who shall caugg the said five peers, and the said seven. . 
members of the House of Commons, by their respective proper names 
or titles of honour, together with the names of the said three judges, , 
to be inserted in the special commission to be issued by virtue of the 
said recited act, and of this present act; and the persons who shall be 
so named and authorized in and by the said commission, shall appear.,,; 
within ten days, at the time and place to be appointed by ‘the said. 
three judges, and shall then and there take the following oath, before 
the Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper,*or Lords Commissioners. 
of the Great Seal of Great Britain, for the time being, or any one 
of them :— om 


* tite 


« T, A.B., do swear, that as a commissioner ap- Commission- 
« pointed by his Majesty's commission for the trial of “* 
“ the information now at issue against C. D., I will diligently attend 
“ such trial, and that I will hear and determine the same to the best 
“ of my judgment, according to the evidence which shall be given. 


“« So help me God.” 


2 
(6) And be it further enacted, that if, by reason of If challenger 

the challenges as aforesaid, the number of names so — maa ave 
drawn out as aforesaid shall be reduced to less than peers and seven 
five peers and seven members of the House of Com- Sinicto deem ‘ 
mons ‘respectively, then and in such case the said oy. 

three judges shall forthwith certify the same to the 

speakers of the respective Houseg of Parliament, who shall lay the 
same before the said houses veapRbtively ; and the said houses shal! 
respectively proceed, within any of the next seven days on which the 
said. houses shall respectively sit for the despatch of busifiess, to 
choose, nominate, and appoint twenty-six members of the House of 
Lords, and forty members of the House of Commons, after the man- 
ner and course aforesaid, the lists of which said respective members 
so chosen and appointed shal] be transmitted to the clerk of the crown 
in his Majesty's High Court of Chancery, or his deputy, and be’ in-" 
serted in a new commission, to be issued in the manner hereinbefore 
and in the said former act directed: provided always, that no day on 
which the House of Commons shall have adjourned, for want of the 
presence of a sufficient number of members to execute the provisions 
of the several acts passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign 
of his present Majesty, to regulate the trials of controverted elections 


or ret of members to serve in Parliament, shall be accounted 
one of sitting days of the said House, for any of the purposes of 
this act. ° 


(7) And be it further enacted, that the said special Power of the 
commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid shall have Commissioners. 
full power and authority to hear and determine every such informa- 
tion, and to pronounce judgment thereon according to the effect of 

. the 


. 
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the judgment of the common law, upon convictions had and, obtained 
according to the course of the common #aw, for extortion, or other 
misdemeanor, and also to declare the party @o convicted incapable of 
serving the King's Majesty, his heirs or successors, or the said United 
Company, in any capacity whatever; and su@h judgment so pro- 
nounced by the said special commissioners as aforesaid, upon such 
information, shall be good and effectual, and shall be conclusive, to all 
intents and purposes ; and no cerfzorari shall be granted for removing 
the proceedings of the said special commissioners, on such informa- 
tion, into any court whatever ; and the proceedings of the said special 
commissioners shall not be impeached, or the validity thereof ques- 
tioned, in any action or suit, or other proceeding, in any court of law 
or equity. 

Ten Commis- (8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that all and 
sioners compe- every the powers and authorities given and granted by 
tent to act. 

the said recited act, and by this present act, unto the 
said special commissioners, shall and may be executed by or before 
any ten or more of them (of whom one of the said three judges sha 
always'be one); and that no act done or executed. by or before. the 
said commissioners, unless ten or more of the said commissioners (of 
whom one of the said three judges.shall be one) shall be present at 
the doing-or executing thereof (save and except in the particular cases 
hereinafter specially provided), shall be valid or effectual; any thing in 
the said former act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(9) Subpoenas may be issued out of the crown office of the Court 
of King’s, Bench for the attendance of witnesses. Non-attendance 
to be deemed a misdemeanor. 

(10) The said special commissioners may send for persons, papers, 
and records, and examine all witnesses who shall come or be brought 
before them upon oath, and may commit prevaricators to the Fleet 

* or Newgate. 

(11) The majority of commissioners to determine, and the presi- 
dent to have a casting vote. If by death or otherwise, the number 
should be reduced under ten, a new commission to be made out. 

(12) The commissioners to attend during the whole trial, unless 
absent by leave.—If all do not meet, the majority present may 
adjourn.—Cause of absence to be inquired into.—Absentees may be 
censured or fined, and disabled from acting.—No fine shall exceed 

athe sum of five hundred pounds, which fine or fines to be forthwith 
estreated by one or more of the three judges into the Court of Ex- 
chequer, and the like process shall be awarded by the said Court of 
Exchequer, for levying the said fine or fines for his Majesty’s use, as 
is usually awarded for the levying of other fines estreated into the 
said Court of Exchequer 

(13) Leave of absence may be granted to commissioners ; but being 
absent during part of trial, are not again to sit. 

“aa) During 
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§ 75. 


1786. 
26 Geo. 3, 
c, 57, 
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§ 12, 
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26 Geo. 3, 
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1786. 
26 Geo. 3, 
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§ 20. 21. 


§ 22. 


party at the time of entering into the same, &c. 
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LAWS. ~ (14) During a trial, the commissioners not to adjourn’ for more 


than twenty-four hours, @kcept Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good 
Friday, shall happen to*intervene ; in which case their adjournment 
shall not exceed esr hours, éxclusive*of such days. 


(15) Commissioners to appoint a register. 


(16) The clerks and other officers shall, be paid, by the parties 
informant or informants, .and defendant or defendants, named in such 
information, the same or the like fees and allowances as the respective 
officers attendant upon his Majesty's Court of King’s Bench, upon 
trials of informations for misdemeanors prosecuted in the said court, 
are entitled to receive from the parties thereto respectively, ‘according 
to the stations and duties of such officers respectively. 

(17) Court of King’s Bench may issue out warrants for appre- 
hending persons accused of extortion, &c., in the East-Indies. 

(18) Parties informed against to be committed or to find bail. 

(19) The recognizance shall bind all the goods of the el 
(20) Mode of proceeding.when parties abscond. 

(21) Depositions of witnesses taken in India and transmitted to 


* the Court of King’s Bench, may be read before the special com- 


missioners, and shall be deemed competent evidence.—Chief justice 
of the King’s Bench, &c. to deliver the deposition, &c., to the 
Lord Chancellor. 

(22) Restriction as to the delivery thereof. 


(23) All writings received by the Court of Directors from India. 
and copies of writing sent by the Court to their servants there, reja- 
tive to the charge in the information, &c., may be admitted by the 
commissioners as evidence. 


(24) The Court of King’s Bench at the prayer of the prosecutor, &c., 
may order an examination of witnesses upon interrogatories, &c,. - 


(25) In all cases where the plea of not guilty shall be entered for the 
party or parties, defendant or defendants, to any information by the 
prosecutor or prosecutors thereof, by virtue and according to the 
directions of this act, it shall be sufficient, in order to the hearing 
and determining of such information, for such prosecutor or prose- 
cutors to give fourteen days notice of the day appointed for the trial 
thereof by advertisement in the London Gazette, any law, usage, or 
practice to the contrary notwithstanding. 


(26) Judgment to be pronounced by the Commryisaionern though 
the parties do not appear. 


(27) Parties, during trial may be committed to the Marshalsea, 
‘Tower of London, or gaol of Newgate ; as also disturbers of the Court. 


(28) Judgments of the commissioners to be executed by the Court 
of King’s Bench, and to be final. 


(29) Provided 
* 
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etn they deprive the prosecutor or prosecutors. of any infor- ws oar, 
ae et to by- 


-mation,.or the party or parties, defendant or defen- 

dants thereto, of any right, liberty, benefit, or adyan- 
ie to which, by the law of the land, or the rules of practice of 
‘the Court of King's Bench, such prosecutor or prosecutors, defen- 
dant or defendants, is or ‘are, or would, could, or might have 
been ittitled; upon any, other information of a like nature;+de- 
pending in the said Court of King's Bench, before issue in: fact 
joined therein; nor to prevent or restrict the said Court of King's 
Bench from exercising any such power or authority as would, could, 
or might have been legally exercised by the said Court of King’s 
Bench, ‘in the matter of any such information, before issue in fact 
joined therein, if-the said former act, or this present act, had not 
-been made; any thing in the said former act or this present act con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mode of pro. (30) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
ceeding where if the party or parties charged by any such informa- 


eon ave tion as aforesaid, shall enter'a demurrer to such infor- 


mation, and such demurrer shall be overruled by the * 


said Court of King’s Bench, such party or parties shall, within eight 
days. next after the said court shall have given judgment on such 
demurrer, unless a writ of error shall be brought thereon, and then 
within eight days next after such judgment shall be affirmed, or such 
writ of error shal] be nonprossed, enter the plea of not guilty te such 
information, or, iu default thereof, the said plea of not guilty shall and 
may be entered for and in the name or names of such party or parties, 
by his Majesty's attorney-general, or other prosecutor ; and the said 
information shall proceed in the like manner as if no demurrer had 
been entered thereto, any law or the usage or 255 of the said 
court, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(31) Informations may be determined ip the Court of King’s 
Bench.’ ’ 

(32) Where the party shall be found guilty and adjudged to pay a 


_ quer as to his estate and effects.—If he shall not appear, or refuse to 
‘answer, &c., he shall forfeit all his estate to the King, and shall be 


liable to be imprisoned in Newgate or the Tower. 
How fines, &c. (33) Whenever the party or parties, against whom 
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‘fine, he may be examined by interrogatories in the Court of Exche- re ige 3, 
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1786, 


me be reco+ any guch information shall have been exhibited as pie 


aforesaid, shall be adjudged to pay a fine or fines to 
his. Majesty, his heirs or successors; .and also whenever any recog- 


--nizance or recognizances entered into under the said former act ‘or 


this presént act, shall become forfeited, the said Court of King’s 


» Bench, 
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the instance of his Majesty's lama or other: ae 


deliver to the lord chief baron, er any other of the barons of the 


Court of Exchequer, an estreat of the fine or fines, recognizance 
or recognizances, so adjudged or. become forfeited respectively as 
aforesaid ; and the said lord chief baron, or ether of the said barons, 
shall thereupon, at the requisition of the said attorney-general,. or 
other prosecutor, authorize and direct the proper officer of the same 
court to award, and such officer ‘shall accordingly forthwith award, - 
under the seal of the same court, one or morespecial writ or writs of 
eatendi facias and capias, or other special process, against the said 
party or parties adjudged to pay such fine or fines, or the principal or 
principals, and sureties, insuch recognizance or recognizances respect- 
ively, “and their lands, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, chattels, 
and effects, directed into such county or counties,’ cities, places, or 
liberties, to the proper sheriffs,-.6r other officers of ‘thesame respect- 
ively, for the due execution thereof, as the said attorney-general, or 
other prosecutor, shall desire or require in that behalf. 

. % 


(34) And be it further enacted, that if it shall at Mode of eco, 
any time be made to appear, to the satisfaction of the vering fines from 
said Court of Exchequer in England, at the instance }j0K° Teak, ie 
of his Majesty's attorney-general, or other prosecutor, when ‘the éffedts 
by motion in the said court on his or their behalf, that eee" ye ine 
such party or parties, principal or principals, or sureties, : 4 
as aforesaid, or any of them, have no lands, tenements, or’ *iber 
estate or effects in Great Britain, or that the same (if any): aré not 
sufficient to answer the sum or sums forfeited by such recognizance or 
recognizances, or due for such fine or fines respectively, and that 
such party or parties, principal or principals, or sureties, or any of 
them, shall have, or be seized or possessed of, or entitled to, any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, goods; chattels, debts, estate, or effects, 
within any of the British possessions in the East Indies, respectively 
(the said sum or sums, fine or fines, not being paid and satisfied), then; 
and in-eyery such case, the said Court of Exchequer shall and may, 
by rule or order of the said court, cause one or more, transeript or . 
transcripts ¢ of the estreats of the said recognizance or revognizances, 
fine or fines, to be sealed with the seal of the said court, or to be ‘other- 
wise attested, as the said court shall direct, and the same so sealed 0 or 
attested, shall be closed up under the seals of any two of the barons of 
the said court, directed to the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 
and to the mayor's courts at Madras and Bombay, or to any oreither 
of the said courts, as the case shall or may require. 


(35) Examinations in India to be sealed up and given to the agents 
. the parties, to be delivered to the clerks of the King’s Bench. 


) “The Courts for the P Provinces ander the several oe 
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COURTS FOR THE PROVINCES, 
BrenGat. 
~ THe three principgl branches of the public administration. 
“ committed to the agency of the East-India Company’s servants 
~~ (exclusive of the political and diplomatic, which depend on the 
governor-general and council) are the judicial, revenue, and 
commercial. 

The judicial branch, which alone will be noticed under this 
head, may be divided into two parts, viz. civil and criminal. 

The existing courts of judicature in India, already treated 
of, may be denominated the King’s courts. ‘Those which 
will now be described, may be properly designated the 
courts established by the East-India Company for the admi- 
nistration of justice throughout the extensive territories under 
their Indian governments, and upon principles laid down by 
regulations framed under the authority of acts of Parliament, 
having the same force and effect as legislative enactments in 
this country. 

It was in 1765 that the East-India Company acquired the 
Dewanny authority* over the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa. 

In the following year the president of the council, Lord 
Clive, took his place as Dewan, and also exercised the fune~ 
tions of Nazim or Governor. At that period it was not thought 
prudent to vest the immediate administration of civil and cri- 
minal justice in European officers. In 1769, supervisors were 

* appointed by government with powers of superintending the 
native officers employed in collecting the revenue and admi- 
nistering justice in different parts of the country, and councils 
with superior authority were in the following year established 
at Moorshedabad-and Patna. 

In 1772, in pursuance of orders issued by the Court of 
Directors a committee of council, consisting of Mr. Hastings 
(the governor) and four members of council, proposed. a plan 
for'the 1 more regular administration of justice in the provinces, 
ee 
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* Receiver-General in perpetuity of the Revenues. 
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‘closely a8 possible 10. their ancient usages and 











nfinga big RSAC nderstan 
people’ and Sto the -extenciés of the country, 








‘institutions. 
der that plan Mofussil Dewanny Adawluts, or provi cial courts 
of civil justice, under the superintendence sf ‘the “collectors 
of the revenues were established in eachedistrict. gourt: a, 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or, superior ¢i¥il. scott,’ was. esta- se. 
blished at the presidency under the superintendenpe of three 
or more members of council, to hear appgals from the pro- 
vincial courts:in causes exceeding five hundred rupees. 

In?1773, the regulating act was passed, under whith, a 
King's Supreme Court of Judicature was established; by. the 
37th section of that act the governor-general and council (then 
first appointed) were authorized to make and issue such rules, 
ordinances, and regulations for the good government. of the 
settlement of Fort William as might appear just—they, were 
not to be valid until duly registered in the Supreme Courtyand 
appeals might be made from them to the King in Couneili who. 
might repeal such rules, &c, ‘ 

In 1774, an alteration took place in the constitution of the 
provincial civil courts by the recall of the collectors,/and) 
appointinent of provincial councils for the divisions of Lal-- 
cutta, Burdwan, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Dinagaporae and 
Patna. sf 

The administration of civil justice was vested in the council 
at large, but exercised by one of the members in rotation. 
This plan continued until 1780, when the governor-general 
and council resolved, that for the more effectual and regular 
administration of justice, distinct courts of Dewanny. Adawlut 
should be established in the six divisions before mentioned, to 
be independent of the provincial courts,.and to take,,cogni- 
zance of all claims of inheritance to zemindarries, . talook~ 
darries, or other real property, or mercantile disputes, &e. 

The avocations of the governor-general, in council haviig _ 
prevented their sitting in the Court of Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lut, established in 1772, at the presidency, Sir Elijah Impey, + 


the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature’ was aip- 


pointed in 1780 to the charge and. superintendence. of that a 


“court, This circumstance, which occasioned So much animad- 
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ven af the establishment of the Paine Court. dorks Sas 


Sia © Sir Elijah Impey was removed by the Court’s ordetetiAptit : 
- 1482, and the superintendence of the Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 


lat resumed by#the governor-general and council on the 15th _ 
November in that year. 

The act of Parlifinent of the preceding year, 21 Geek in, 
cap. 70, which had heen passed to define more clearly’ the 
powers of the Supreme Court and to preserve the rights of 
the natives, provided that the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
should be deemed a Court of Record, and its judgments con- 
elusive and final, except upon appeal to his Majesty in civil 
suits only, the value of “which should be £5,000 and upwards. 

In the act of 1984, 24th Geo. [II, cap. 25, sec. 39, the Com- 
“pany were required “ to inquire into@fie alleged grievances of |, 
“ the landhdélders, and if founded in truth, to afford them 
4“ wedress, and to establish permanent rules for the settlement 
* and Uellection of the revenues, and for the administration 
“ of justice founded on the ancient laws and local usages of 
“ the country.” 

The Marquess Cornwallis was selected to superintend and 
direct the important measures which were determined upon, 


- in consequence of that act. The Court of Directors, in a 


letter to Bengal, of the 12th April 1786, with reference, to 
the plan for-the civil administration of justice amoung the na- 
tives, stated “ that they had been actuated by the necessity of 
* acconimodating their views and interests to the subsisting man- 
* mers and usages of the people, rather than by any abstract 
‘« theories drawn from other countries orapplicable to a different 
* state of things.” And on these principles they ordered, that 
the superintendence of the courts of Dewanny Adawlut should 


“pe vested in the collectors of the revenue, who were also: to 


have'the power of apprehending offenders against the public 
peace, but their tial and punishment were still to be left with 
the established offiders under the Mahomedan law, who. were not 
to be interfered with beyond what the influence of the British 


‘ government might jeffect through occasional recommendation 


‘of forbeatnnce, as Yo a Sa any aniline of a cruel 
eX “nature. 
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allowed from, the provincial courts to the gové 

Adaywlut. , ye Sicsinerieae 
The Marquis Sorsanliie tdstetadeo, in 1793,. see 

collection of revenue and administration ofspustice 

officers; to abolish the mal adawluts, or revenué fel pace and. - 

to withdraw from the collectors of revenue all judicial powers, » 

transferring the cognizance of all causes hitherto tried by 7: 

revenue officers to the Dewanny Adawlut. , miei 
The benign motives which influenced‘ that philancheyiias 

nobleman are apparent in’ the following observations, which 

he recorded on. the occasion.—*. The proposed arrangements» 

“ only aim at-ensuring a general obedience to the regulations’ 

“* which we may institute, and at the same time impose some... 

* check upon ourselves against passing such as may ultimately. 

“ prove detrimental to our own interests,.as well as the:pres-, 

“ perity of the country, The natives have been accustomed + 

“ to despotic rule from time immemorial, and are well.“ae-— 

“ quainted with the miseries of their own tyrannic.aimi- ~ 

“ nistrations. - When they have experienced the blessings 

“ good government, there can be no, doubt to which of; the 

“ two they will give the preference. We may therefore be 

« assured, that the happiness of the people, and the prosperity 

“ of the country, is the firmest basis on which we. can nalhalp 

** our political security.” ores. \ 
Regulations in accordance with such views. were: dinieks in’, “ 

May 1793, the: 41st of which was termed “a Regulation for, 

“ forming into a regular code all Regulations that may be 

“ enacted for~the internal government of the British toe e 

* tories in Bengal. * The act of Parliarnent of 1797, w 

was passed on the 20th July, incorporated. ‘the subsiante Bhs, 

the above regulation, by providing that all gallon hich 

shonid be issued and framed by. the _governor-general mn connecihs 
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en oacalerpe at london: aa tn tae 
ne of ‘each: ypgulation should be prefixed to it. All the pro-— 
vincial courts of ‘judicature were directed to be bound and to 
regulat®heir decisigns by such rules and ordinances as should, 
"bei contained in the said:regulations ; andthe Governor-General 
insCouncil to transmit annually to. the Court of Directors of the 
East-India Company ten copies of such regulations as might 
‘be,passed in»each year, and the same number to the Board of © 
Commissioners,for ‘the Affairs of India, 

The provisions of the 41st regulation were extended to 
Benares: in 110b,, and to the Ceded and Conquered Provinces 
in “aR " 

ba Civil Justice. 

: <The courts which have been established for the admini- 
stition:of civil justice will now be described: Their relative 
ordér-of superior jurisdiction may be stated as follows :— 

I. The conrt of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or principal 
court of civil judicature at the presidency. 

* 2! The: six provincial courts, viz. four in the Lower Pro- 
vineés' of: Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and two in the Upper 
Provinces, including Benares. 

3. The zillah and city Dewanny Adawluts, or civil courts. 
4, Courts: of the wegisters. 
_ & The courts of native commissioners. 

As the Sudder Dewanny forms the ultimate court of appeal, 
the powers and duties of the several courts will be described, 
commencing with the: zillah and city courts; with the subor- 
dinate court of registers and native commissioners; then the 
seer courts; and, lastly, the Court of Sudder Adawlut. 

Rillah and City Civil-Courts. 

. These courts, are yall superintended by an European judge, 

sisted. by 2 Mahomedan and Hindoo law officer, by. a . 

Pegiater tho, ap wellias the judge, isa covenanted. servant of 

: insome instances by an assistant to the register, 

. being: also ‘a covenanted servant, and by an establishment of 

| ative ministerial officers. ; Brie me 
. i The «& 
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. the °zillah and ity: courts, which are fhrtber dee! red! 


+ cession or right to real or personal ‘property, lan 


) 2 f 4 [say r : 
ater sree neater iblighe 
‘as’ well'us Buropeans and other’ persons» 
residing out of Caleutta, are: amenable’ to 


jurisdiction over all British subjects, excepti cae 
serving under the presidency’ of Foxy William, and the vilitary: 
officers and covenanted civil servants of the’ Company;'s0 a 
as not to allow them to reside within their respective ju 
tions at a greater distance than ten miles from Geleutta, unless. 
they execute a bond, the form of which is prescribed i in ‘egtla 
tion xxviii, 1793, to.render themselves amenable’ to the om 
within’ whose jurisgiction they may reside, in all suits of acd 
nature! that. may be instituted against them by natives or other * 
persons not British subjects, in which the amount: -elait 
may. not exceed 500 sicca rupees. Ry the same re 
lations it is provided, that when any British subject | 0 
person not amenable to the jurisdiction of the zillah wa city 
courts, shall institute a suit against a person amenable thereto, ; 
he the plaintiff is to execute an instrument, of the naturelof an.“ 
arbitration-bond, declaring himself subject ‘to. the juirisdittion 
of the court for so much as shall relate to the ‘suitin ‘question, 
and binding himself to abide by the award or decree “Of tHe 
court in the same manner and to the same extent as’ the’ jtttis- 
diction of the court is valid against the- defendant, ‘Hf 'the . 
plaintift refuse to execute such instrument, his plaint is ‘not'to 
be received or filed. ‘The authority of the Court of! Adawhtig, 
does not extend to the person of the Nawaub of Bengal; ‘and 
any complaint against his dependants are, i im the pie instaitee, 
to be referred to the Nawaub. : Bi: pelo 


The zillah and city courts respectively are oie FS ‘t 
take cognizance | of all’ suits and complaints min 3 th 
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“revenues, debts, accounts, contracts, partnerships, mar ia 
“caste, claims to damages for injuries; pier “al 

and complaints of a civil nature in which the defendant, 
9, PP apicignes to their jurisdiction. 








feal property situated ‘within the limits of Calcutta, nor any 
‘ Pory actions against the fixed inhabitants of that town 

which may not be for ‘arrears of revenue or may be legally 
‘considered: menue cognizable by the Supreme Court. 

“it we Bess 
tae Courts of Registers. 





ee Be pale with the trial of petty suits, and pesca ~ 


to enable thém to determine causes, of magnitude with greater 
- expedition, they are empowered to authorize the registers of 
their respective courts to try and decide suits in which the 
nount or value contested was originally limited to 200 rupees, 
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but ‘has since been extended. An appeal lies from the re- 
gister | to the ‘illah or city court. 


“ 


"V9" 5 Courts of Native Commissioners. 


ye the further velief of the judge of the zillah and city 
courts in the trial of petty suits, as well as to save the parties 
and: witnesses in such suits from the inconvenience to which 
they, would be subjected by the necessity of attendance at the 
court of the zillah or city, for the general speedy administra. 
tion. of ‘civil justice, the additional subordinate judicatures of 

e native commissioners were established. These officers are 
selected by the judges of the zillah and city courts, and sub- 
mitted for the approbation of the superior courts. 

.-The native commissioners are of two classes, the sudder 
_ameens and moonsiffs, The sudder ameens, or head com- 
idk are. _empowered to try and determine suits which 
2) gba to them by the zillah or city judges. Their 
juri fiction hig a limited to suits within 100 1 

ut 3h oo been extended, The zillah or city courts may 


i pha 


appeal from the. decision of the sadder: ameens 
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Bh must be. really for. -money, due, or. for. perso, pert) f 
or for the valne of such property, and™iot for OR 
account of alleged personal. injuries, oy for perineal ries 
whatever nature. on gee mf 
“The. foregoing, recital briefly points out the provisions 4 ss 


by, the existing regulations for the administration of ciyil jus, ! 
tice in the zillah and city jurisdictions. aiheng 
2 *. Provincial Courts. pinghor wea 
“To provide. against. the possibility, of unjust or erroneous: 
decisions in the zillah and city courts, as well,as.to 
strict regularity of proceeding in all such ‘courts,’ their aets 
and decisions are subjected to appeal and to revision by 8 
superior authority, This authority is. vested in. the "six prow ‘ 
vincial courts ; the first four of which were established im-I¥9Bq 
in Calcutta, Dacca, Moorshedabad, and Patna. In 1495, 0 a 
fifth court was established at Benaves; and, in 1803-4 a 
court, for the Ceded and Conquered Provinces, . These cour 
each consist of four judges, denominated first, seeond, third, 
and fourth judges. An appeal lies to them from decisions spt po 
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the zillah and city courts, and they have primary jurisdiction 
within certain limits. ; SO, Nem 
“The' Marquis Cornwallis, in his minute of" ith ee rk 
1793, considered that these courts would be the pr robes a * 
to Government for the due execution.of the egulata 
Werth to the rights and property of the people. x fale gl 
‘ “Court of Sudder Dewanny Adaulut. sence. wines \ 
This court is the highest civil court of appeal: it is steht a 
“at the presidency, and consists of a chief judge, and of fas 
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peak Sealy silts, ekcceditig 5,000 rupees, hese 
iitinitea ‘aiid’ tried “in ‘thé proVindlal’ courts, ‘In the event | 

‘pressiite of busitiéss in’ the provincial courts, When ‘Sait 
ainduihting t8 50,000 current rupees, (being the sum “fixed: 
for ‘appeals | fo thé King “in Countil),. can be ‘more con- 
veniéutly ‘or expeditiously tried in the first instance by the | 
Side DeWanny Adawlit, than by the provincial court, before 
whioni they may be depending, it is competent to the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut to order the transfer of all or any of such 
stilts from the provincial courts to the Sudder Dewanny Adaw- 
lit} to whom appeals lie, from cases Originally decided by such 
proyiticial courts. : 

The judgments of the Court of Sudder Dewanny ASaWias’ 
ate final“and conclusive, if ull cases heard ‘and ‘determined by 
that tourt within the limitation prescribed by the 21st Geo. 
iit, cap. “0, sec. 21, viz. £5,000, or at the medium raté of 
exchange, 50;000 current rupees. An appeal lies to his 
Majesty in ‘Council, if the value constituting the catise Ot 
action in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or amount adjudged, 
be £5,000, or 50/000 current rupees. 

The courts f civil judicature having been described, that 
for the administration of criminal justice will be briéfly given: 

Criminal Justice. 

‘Ih the administration of criminal justice the courts are 
guided generally by the Mahommedan law, excepting in cases 
wherein a deviation from it may have been expressly authorized 
by, the regulations of the British Government. 

“The administration of criminal justice was, for some 2 years. 
after the Company’s acquisition of the Dewanny (1765), lefi., 
“as formerly to the Nazim, and the influence only of the Com- 
( pany’s : servants’ Was exerted to remedy the deficiency of the 

law, ox to promote the due execution of it, as appeared requi- » 
site it in the’ cases’ ‘that occurred. “By the judicial vegulations 
which were proposed by the committee of circuit on the 15th” 

1772, and adopted by the president and council on 
the 2lst of that month, a court of criminal jndicature » was » 
satallighed § in each district under the denomination of Foujdarry 
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te of ‘the Nizam, assisted by the chief kazee, th 
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pe all the proceedings of th ely A 


probation thereof, with their reasons at large, to } 
warrant for the Nezim. A control over the Fonjdatry 
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- In 1790, the Ma quis Cornwallis recorded his minute 
state of criminal jurisprudence under the aarp 
Serarent noticing the amendments introduced, fi 


two shies causes :—Ist, the gross defects in the Muh 
dan law; and 2Qdly, the defects in the constitution of 4 
established for the trial of offenders. sigh et ery 
~ Provisions to remedy the defects were noterdingghys indluded Ps 
in.a regulation of fifty-two articles for the administration « of: 
justice in the foujdarry and criminal courts in Bengal, ‘» 
and Orissa, passed on the 3d December 1790; the Nizamut 
Adawlut being again removed from Moorshedabad and’ pe 
manently established at Calcutta. Instead ofa native’ jut 
superintending the court, it was to consist of the governor; 
ral and members of the supreme council, assisted by the’ kazée- 
¢ ool-kazat, or head kazee of the provinces, and’ two mivoftees/ 
The three several branches of authority for the administra- ‘i 
‘ tion of criminal justice, may be “compaized under ‘the’ ng 
heads :— j PORE ITY 14 3 La ih 
1. Magistrates (including joint and adsistant a 
their assistants. 
2. Courts of circuit. radeon ie 
3. Court of Nizamut Adawhat. °00/4! iat 
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Ss 


aii deintivige by, the — 







¢ ee of native officers aa under a 4 


authority of a joint or assistant “magistrate,” con- 
ger the control of the city magistrate. At the sane 


erent 


rp ls es 


fil of the East-India Company’s territorial } sions 
a the presidency of Fort William, and without the botin- 

of Calcutta and parts adjacent, forming the local juris- 
ion of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature, to the 


; oe of the city or zillah magistrate and court of circuit, 
i in , whose jurisdiction the crime or misdemeanor may ‘have 


Bs 


\ been committed, or in which they may reside‘or be found 
. © when. the change is preferred against them. Native subjects 
if the oem ‘Government,: who may be charged with crimes 

ovsjcommitted.in places out of the limit of ¢ the 









‘itish i vincess, are also declared amenable to. aia 
tes and ¢riminal courts in certain cases, Pd 
1e estab ished courts in the British provinces are are. 
eae cognizance of any sds CoG 




















strate, and not ordered to be. placed under. ‘the . 


















Saaganyeunes to have been. 
ty and on conviction, the magistrate 3 € 























‘ sii Theie' are six courts of circuit, each consisting of 
D pala ‘who compose the provincial court of appeal’ 4 
divisions already mentioned, under the head of civ justice, 
. and of the kazee and mooftee attached to that cou 
« Quties of | the ‘cireuit, including the jail deliver ; 
“principal stations, are in ordinary cases pesformed } Lie 
"'sécond, third and fourth judges in regular succession : the f 
‘ “judge remaining fixed for conducting the public buisiness 
‘the principal station, unless otherwise ordered by the G 


‘struct the first judge to hold the session of jail delivery. 
“utility and importance of the circuits is apparent, in the pi 
“Vision which is thereby secured for the regular and imp wt 
‘administration of criminal: justice by experienced judges, af Ms 

as superintending and controlling the local es 


their respective divisions. ; _ 
as ee © Court of Nizamut Adawhit, sy. 
4 he 1793 the court of , Nizamut -Adawlat? consievtibiil t 


Governor-General and members of the supreme eouneil, ad 
by.the head kazee ‘and two mooftees. In 180], the ‘court a 
thenceforth, to consist of three judges, to be deno ped Xe 
* spectively, chief judge, and. second and. third jibes 
MMameat Adawlut, assisted by the head kazee of Be 


ve ah 










5 encour J “beitig ethbets 
ndil. “The"court, "as at preserit formed, consists’ of 
justice anil as "many poise judges as the ‘Gove 
“dn Council may from time to time deem in 
‘The judges ‘of the Nizamut Adawlut are composed oF tl 


Rie 






Sante “persons who forim the judges of the’ Stdder 

a Eee cost ‘of Nisitiat ‘Adaviut is: ebiont ioallitog. 

" fizance of ‘all matte*s relating to the administration of justic® 

. ‘th criminal ‘cases, ind to the police of the countty. It pos 

se seats a.general power of calling for and controlling the pro- 
m3 * geedings of any court of cirenit, magistrate of ae Vig’ 


ig RR Police Establishment. 
o. “Atthe time of forming the decennial settlement of te land 
_ . e¥étiue for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, in the 
; dae 7790, the landholders and sudder farmers of Jands, in 
~ Conformity with former usage, wete bound by a clause in 
ey their engagements to keep the peace, and in the evént jof 
“ pobber'y being ‘committed on their respective’ estates or farms, 
*w produce the robbers and property plundered. : bat ‘the 
eral impracticability of enforcing this engagement 
ea Gt of little effect. By the regluation of 1793, the police was 
1\: accordingly ‘Geclated to be under the exclusive change of the 
« officers: whi might ‘be appointed to the superintendance of 
-\ “Yvon the part of Government, and the landholders and fat- 
"mets." Jand, who were before bound to keep pes ia 
ments... volice officers for the preservation of the peace, were 
pr equine. pidieliarge-theain, and prohibited from entertaining 
. 1 soeh establishments in future. ‘The zillah — 
_cthe*same time required to divide their “Yespective, aillahs, 
_fneluding’ the re‘at-free lands, ito polite Jurisdictions: ech 
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a late subsidiary’ edsion. This 
‘the chokedarryt system of poli¢ 
le $ upon which this addition was devised ‘is, ‘that eve 
ify ghould providerfor i its own internal eo ; 
; beyond what can be provided for by Govern 


‘Meactirces of the state; and wi 
ig 'dlrkady eviecd a plan Sor: the'jp c 
ernt rse justifiedin coming forwardeto » 
at it should do so, as well as in pointing out the form 
- pt ae ‘object. can’ ‘best’ be accomplished : and the 
ae require the, members of the society*to elect, a 
a snap nse a‘certai’ number of managers » 
Foy ‘ t of watch and patrol, si gs oT ot 
thase objects a , 
dants of Sthesteteutiichel fords e divi 
ver and Western’ ‘Provinesss ti is’ their, duty. 
es constantly informeds by communication» 

r With the darogahs of police, os, and 
otherypracticable means of inguirys of the: gaccat s 
mano the’ ‘several pealeaaa citizasogmprized 
mn My 7 ny oh echt 





t-general and council nfay make such re 
r ee which shall not"he valid until daly ‘reg 
Court — may he made to the ri: 


"lib aha and council to transmit coil of th 
Sccereaes of state ; which, if his Majesty Seer 


JRegiatin Sor Provincial’ Courts: re 
pend it is hereby enacted, that the governor-ge- 
erdiarid council shall have power and authority 
tie to time, to frame regulations, for the pro " 
courts and coungjls, and shallgavithin six onthe Fd Mi 
e said r tions; transmit, or cause to be transmitted,, 

; Pall the said regulations tothe Court of Directors, adda: es . 
“his Ma *s prin€ipal secretaries of state; which , 
Majesty itouncil may disallow or afgend; and the eid 

8 ‘if not disallowed within two years, shall be of force and auth 
ect the said provincial courts, according to the tenog ‘of the iaid 
ndment, Provided the game do not produce any new me ‘to * ry 
itors in the said court® “@ ¥.. gly - 
lations to-be printed and Minsiijed, ie i 
gulaftons of the governor-generalin 6 in cil, whi 
e8 or others amenable fo the, 
tions,..in the country tahigs eB AC. 
& governor-general es, at A>. 
ni for b ich of rules matte peat au 





iar dian setabtisbed amdeMthe p 
dige for the adininistration ‘of, civ 


‘i eatin Adawint,* ” v1 
| Com of r Cirguit, and the Daca ith th 
akeels; or native Pleaderspand Hindoo. and, 
officers, ateattached to the courts ; and ng 
are mga to decide, canes. « of 


ayy 


id 


e year 1814, “the. Court of Directors 
“government of “Mhdres the result «of 
tiot e which they had been engaged, re 
- dirs aga reven 
yout’ the defects which they cgnsifered to exist, an 
- stich ‘a modification ‘to be introdueed, as should tia 
- 
me ministering j justice through native Weney 
ot bid the zilah and provjpcial courts, and at: 
a foundation. for the diminution of, fe 
» attending that branch of the publie*service. To < carr 
* these thstructions, «uc njssion was for: 


s Homir by@he Court’s orders thief “sen 4 
rn ae ris be the seco ack ata 4 


coffe, ce Be jn 
jth powers t to. eet iia 





“superintendence © 
es of the inbab 
rms, the duty of 
village, a duty. mh lt 


render him best qualified” to. ‘dincha wie 
K keeps the accounts of cultivation,, od ee 
thing counecied., with it; the _talliar, and ‘oti¢, the 
former appearing, to, consist in, a, wider and. more?! 
sphere of a€tion; in gaining information. of er: ne’ 
s, and in escorting and protecting persons travélling wee” 
» to another: the province. of the, lattertaps 4,“ 
: > immediately confined . to the ‘Village, Se", 
mong other. duties, in guarding ithe: crops.and_ assists,“ 
ing them; thé Boundary-mans who preserves the , 
pf the vi gives evidence respecting. Pets in. 
pa pues the Muperintenlant of the tanks ¢ 
se the water <a olp for, the PA ae ! 
the brahmin, who performs the village wor Aa 
who i is agen teaching the, children in the ce be 
to read and write insthe esand ;, the calencarsorahmin, jor,” 
‘wholiproclaims the Tack¥ or tihpropi tious pétiods for,“ 
nd ‘threshing ; the smith andl ¢ carpenter,, who manu-- 
or the fy ge 


; Poff the village; but in some 


extent, big of pine id f 













- yentiins uachanged; the patil is 1 - ica 
geil abt te tie petty jndge and migistate, a 
rénter of thé village.” | 
Be mipion off aiminishitig the expense of li tigation 
‘to render’ ‘the’ principal and more ee 

- and ‘respectable by employing them i in adi 


"tabi punchayets, for the adjudication of civil 
4 ki tipplication of both the parties interestede A yi 



























“provincial courts’ should be sudder ameens, or head na 
comfissioners; and to enable the zillah judge to devote ‘m 
time to the administration of civil justice, the duties of ma, 
ve trate were transferred to the collector. District moonsiffs wei 
meee also appointed, with liberal allowances, for oie at of faci a 
a litating the means of justice. st oe Pa 
Ev yes A revised system of police was at the same. time "establish , 
oe throughout: the prremlency, under the following dang mi 
tins ; nations :—~ ; 
e = _. Ist. Heads of villages coming under dn ean i 
‘ihe eae “08 potuily. who .collects. the revenue, aided. by curnt 


e 7 . 

as. \ Ge orewillages registers, and » rem am pei villag 
ai \ watches. . “i f iy 
kg valle 2d,—Tebsildars, or native collectors of Sistriete, _by 
ve __whatever name designated, with’ the assistance. of | pesh. 





y goneeliayt a and establishment of ona 


te a Hit 
re 
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iat Which the-Court'bied ‘formed see 
‘office of head commissioner. Their : 
ion of the zeal, ability, and judgment displaye 
Were conveyed to the government; and the services which 
“commen the Company and to the natives as chief of 
fray n, were considered to be as deserving.of the. Court’s ; 
hearty nnd sat any act ofhislong and hoainaratleit 
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—@ ‘And be it further Bh : ao it shall and may be lawful. 

ep the governor and council at Fort St. George, to frame 

m time to time for the provincial courts and councils " thin 39 

Ma Motes and provinces which now are, or shall ‘at any time 

yee be (and while the same shall ‘so be) annexed to or made 

the said presidency, in like manner, and subject’ to all the 
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, aaa conn wth iets anv ex 
) presi deney of Bombay. The siti Conti ut 
= instituted in Wiles eer ‘onsil 1820, ‘0 
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i hive formed of the wenbinchadiemaal 
ee: | aigllbeds ta pet the. shaciges, aes with the: adden: oujdarry 
thane Adawlut, transferred from Bombay to Surat, and, the; mem- 
is on the governor from the eee 
Bae ow ak EE costs tsi oénageandaictbn acy ee being fou in 
number, Each.of the three puisne judges of the, Foujdan 
Adaywlut,, in rotation, makes the circuit of all. the, zillahsy to, 
a hold. general, jail. deliveries. In 1818, the office, of villgh; 
r magistrate was transferred from the judge to the collector oF 
the ziliah, the former being constituted a criminal as well _ 
as civil judge. Native officers and pleaders, as at the other 
presidencies, are attached to these courts. The 
of adjusting suits by arbitration, appears to have existed more 
or less. in the provinces under the Bombay government; and 
although: there is no- regulation prescribing the adoption of 
the punchayet, as-at Madras, there is reason to bélieve that 
. mode has been frequently resorted to. 
A, revised system of police, upon the same principle as that — 
existing at Fort St. George, was-introduced i the: rena : 
Wy ga See ont 
PTY hi 
i | LAWS. 2 a ada: 
2 (1) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may Gowiouer jth ye 
be lawful to and for the Governor in Council at wor hen nt e 
| 47 Geo. 3, pei eet. pe oem Ried age for pro- 
- @. 68 the provincial courts and councils within the terri- via core 
age tories and provinces.which. now are, or shall, at.any 
cA toh te see a be os ee 
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for the good order of those towns and ¢ 





: Lepletilind abroad, made under 37 Geo. IH, ea 
40°'Geo, II, cap. 79; and 47 Geo. IIT, sess. 2, cap. 6 
ral hoa aceotnts before ate re 
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be fate _ REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBTS. 
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{ Nagi a ee rai 

Tur few observations under this head vat be" dn Bika i 
the Register Debt in India ;* by “which is “‘meaitt ‘the Sim 
raised by loans for the public service in that couptry, ding: 
the balance of the fund reserved for the payment’ ‘of thé. ipri- =: 
vate debts' of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic : and ‘to the home * 






“or Bond debt-of the Company in England. a Ma Ht 
et ‘ 
Reeister Desr in Inpia.. iin % 





gt 


The registered debt i in India is of two descriptions, bir a ‘3 ee 
- Remittable paper, and tee 
Non-remittable paper. te F 
The former, or remittable debi, consists chiefly of diet 
opened in February 1822, and closed in June of that peat?’ 'Tt . 
amounts to. between seven and eight crore. Interest at the , 
rate of six per cent. is payable to subscribers in India’ and the | 
same to holders bond Jide resident in Europe, at their option, ¥ 
by bills on the Court of Directors at 2s. ld. the sicca rupee, 
_ and twelve months after date. The principal -»f the loan is 
not to be paid off during the existing charter; and when that 
measure shall be carried into effect, the proprietors are to. 
have the option of being paid either in. India or in ‘Bggland, Cr 
at 2s. 6d. the sicca rupee. ; areal oc 
In addition to the debt of 1822, is a »: taba debt of 
rupees 33,14,960 (thirty-three lacs fourteen thousand».nine a 
hundred and sixty), which was renewed | for, seven. years ‘from 
December 1818. It was arranged, that at the e,expixation jof 
the seven years, the principal of the debt should, be discharged . 
_ by annual payments of one-fifth, either i in cash Rares 
bills on England at 2s, 6d. the sicca, Tupee, at, 
_, the ae 


ayett yy Y be 






shia <3 wy Ae aii 








si DERRY Ncak Sa SS LATTE Be RR 


: : a cigs . 6 tae md 
: bess OF THE COMPA a 


REGISTERED PRDIA AND BOND ‘DEBT. 
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_, Originally consisted of loans raised at various periods, whiich 
Were consolidated with the loan of 1811, and subsequently 
transferred into the Joan of Match 1822. More than four lacs of 
‘this transfer were discharged under the arrangements concluded 
‘in’ February 1823. The remainder (with the exception ‘of 
twenty-seven lacs, ordered for payment) was carried to the loan 


. of the 8ist March,1823, which loan amounted to Rupees 


9,04,11,000 (nine crore four lacs e’even thousand). 


The 


conditions provide that it shall bear ex interest of five per cent., 


payable in India ; proprietors resicent in Europe, have hitherto 
been permitted by. the Court of Directors to receive their 
interest in England by bills at 2s. ld. the sicca rupee. No 
part of that loan is to be avertised for payment before the 
33st March 1825, and after that date to no greater extent than 





a crore and a half per annun. 


In September 1824, a loanat four per cent., with che option 


of receiving the interest in E 

opened at Calcutta: the subse 

Rupees 1,57,00,000 (one cror 
A Joan was subseyuently 


cells ON icxms similar to tl. 


holders of the four per cent 
being allowed to transfer the 
new loan, provided they sub: 
amount of transfer. 
To the foregoing debts i: 
two crore to the King of © 


' having been effected in 1815:, 
“cent. is payable in pensions 


crore in 1825 at five per cent 


The debt’ at Madras consis. 
Carnatic fund, the amount o. 


tered debt on the 30th “A 


-1,58,88,664. a’ 


~The trifling registered deb 


“fi he Benga own ao 
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‘ond at 2s. the sicca rupee, was 


ons to that loan amounted to 

“-seven lacs.) 

d in May 1825 at five per 
September 1824; and, the 

‘ere to have the priorityy by 
sriptions from that to the 
, sum in cash equal to the 


il is to be added that of 
e loan. of the first’ crore 
erest on which at six per 
the loan for the second 


y of the balance of the 
are with the regis- 
was Madras Rupees 


Sy in ads trans- 


peeve vey 


rere) 


The 


apr weet a 









‘DEBTS OF THE COMPANY eno oot te 
REGISTEPED INDIA“AND BOND, DEBT. 
"The total registered debt of India may be rake. about 
tan twenty-eight millions sterling. . ; at 

The interest on the Indian debt is payable out Of the terrin, 
toridd revenues, after the charges ‘and expenses of raising and 
maintaining the forces, as well European, as native, milita 
artillery and marine on the several establishments in India. hs 

For such portion of interest of the debt as may be payable in 
England, provision is to be made by congjgnments or re- 
mittances to England, as the Court of Directors, with the ap- 
probation of the Board of Commissioners, shall from time to 
. time direct. * ; ; 

The following table will srew the medium rates at. which 
money has. been borrowed by th: governments in India, from 
1792-3 to 1823-4. ‘ 



























| __ Benga Madras. Bombay: . 
1792-8 ........ | 9 per Cent. None. None,” 
3 Tay eae 7... do. 7 per Cent. None.” 
Ce = 6 .. dk 6 .. do... None. 
i eae CO. yo Tos ee None.) 
Hy WOU T Vents oe Serial | 9... do... | 8 per Cent. 
: is 4 9°.. Go.'!. 1 TES dass? 
li. <6 110, 2 dees. [ot8.. dos 
Fae i 10 .. do... | 10 .. do. 
11}... 1B... cdo.<..| 10d db. 
10°;.!* 9... do. ..°| 10T5 do, 
8 Bi o6) dasa (8 adidas 
’ 8 .! p Deva; dds, e000 %..p 
9 .\ ee ee ee eee 
10... 110 2. dor... f Decl, 
ie . B dp of) 84, de 10. «do... 
A IROT ES 58 ou Boy thirvd 8 x4 Myre 8 ne doe on. 
\  QRGRD. wa... S.: o}, 82+ dow. | 8. dow” 
1809-10........ ee: Ime wae. 3 Sha 
+ 1810-21555 2 eT wy NS) ed Perea eae 
IS1b 1G pense h EF mei hile rion he eae 
From 1812-18" **ee rate’ of interest has been , 
six-per cent.; 2 at ave per cent! 
aa , Botie i 
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; REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND ‘DEBT. 
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: D Herat Desr. : 





pi the act of the 9th and 10th Wm. UL, the Compeny 
cannot | borrow. money on their common seal for a less period 
than : six months. This provision was introduced to preserve the 
interests of the Bank of England then newly incorporated. The 
» first, limit to the extent of the Company’ s borrowing on their 
bonds was made by the 7th of Queen Anne, fixing the total 
at £1,500, 000. By the 7th Geo. I, the same was extended t 

; £5,000,000, and by the 17th Geo. II, to £6,000,000. Unter 
the regulating act of i778, the bond debt was to be reduced 
to £1,500,000, to which amount the Company have at v 
times been required by Parliamient to reduce it. In 17 
Company were permitted to increase their capital stock 
condition that the bond debt, then £3,200,000, was re 
£1,500,000 ; after which, by consent of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Affairs of India, obtained in writing, it might 
be increased in the sum of £500,000. This was the first 
legislative provision giving the Board authority to interfere 
with regard to the Company’sybond debt. In 1794, it was 
permitted to be increased to £3.55 ),000. 

The Company not having j ed themselves of the per- 
missicn granted them in 119, _ ‘increase their capital stock 
from six to eight millions, an act _ pussed in 1807 to allow the 
bond debt to be increased to £5,00, ,000. In 1811, in order to 
meet the bills drawn upon the Ccurt of Directors from India, 
on account+of the territorial and political expenses incurred ip 
India, the Company were authorized, with the consent of the 
Board of Commissioners, tWincrease the bond debt’ to 
£7;000,000, beyond which no further sum is to be raised on 
bond—legal effect was likewise given by that act to the transfer 
of the property in such .bonds from one person to another. 
By the act of 1813, the limit. o which the bond debt is to be 
reduced is fixed at £3,000,000 
The interest on the bonds has been as follows :— 
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bi OR vom 1773 to 30 April 1778 pecsdodhdepenessesd. Per cont. 
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DEBTS OF THE COMPANY — Ks 
REGISTERED, INDIA AND BOND DEBT. 
ron the 1, Oct. 1783 to) March 1787.+.4..5 PR 
i The ' April 1787 to. 30° June4796..... 8 
Bae The 1 July 1796 to 80 June 1804 oe i Ne 
Reet The 1 July 1804 to 80 Sept. 1806 ... 5, 6, 5} 

‘ i)". "The 1 Oct. 1806 to 31 March 1818 <..5 “dat 
The I April 1818 to 31 March 1823...4 da), 1 
The ¥ April 1823' to 5 April 1825......3$) dow jaa’ - 
The 5 April to 19 December 1825 ...3 do | 
The 20 last December .......2....000006 4 dO. 
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Whe amoynt of the bond debt for the last ten years has at 

e period reached four millions. ‘The Company's ‘bonds 

sry marketable security, and present an eligible invest: 

rties or companies who may have, money to tay 
ch they may require et an uncertain period. 

When the principal debt of the Company bearing interest 

. in India shall have been reduced to ten millions of pound 

sterling, and the bonded debt in England to the sum of three 

millions of pounds sterling, and the capital of any public funds 

which may have been creat 1 for the use of the Company 

by virtue of any Acts of P ‘ament discharged, a guarantee 

fund is to be formed from surplus territorial and home 

.. profits, not exceeding tw millions for capital stock and 

dividends.—({Vide Appropii 2n.) 


LAWS. 


INDIAN DEBT AND BOND DEBT. 


— (1) The revenues arising from tirritorial acquisitions in India are to 
«29 be applied, first, in maintaining the forces; secondly, in\payment of 
c. 155, Mberest of Indian debt; thirdly, in defraying expenses of establish- 
6,55. saents\;  fourtlily, towards liquidation of se eihemraed debt or corns 


debt. \ 


“* ‘Under the 46th Geo. ITI, cap. 3, the interest was yintiooab 5 wes. 
> Oe ee ray Oe ey we) pueeasline 


t “Phe Company paying the property tox of ten ‘er cent, upon the interest froma 
ae 1806 to 5th April 1816. 
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REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBT. 
(2) Bhe- ‘Company's profits in Great Britain are to be applied, 
_ “st, im/paying bills of exchange ; secondly, in paying debts, except 
a principal of bond debt ; thirdly, in payment of dividend } fourthly, in 
reduction of Indian debt, or bond debt at home, 

(3) If home funds insufficient after payment of the dividends to 
discharge any bills on the Company for interest of debt, the residue 
of such bills, so long as such interest may be demandable in England, 
shall be discharged in such ‘manner as Parliament may direct. 


Bonn Desr. 
May be increased to £3,000,000. 


(4) Be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Com- 
pany to keep on foot and continue their said bond debt in Great 
Britain at the amount of two millions; and further, that it shalland 
may be lawful for the said Company, by and with the approbation 
and consent of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
for the time being, at any time or times hereafter, to borrow upon 
and issue bonds, under their common seal, for any further sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding in the whole the sum of one million, 
for the purposes of their trade, as circumstances may require; any 
thing contained in the said act, or in any other act, to the contrary 
ngtwithstanding. 


May be increased to £ 5,000,000. 


(5) And whereas it is expedient that the said Company should be 
permitted to increase their bond debt by a further sum, not exceeding 
two millions sterling, as circumstances may require, instead of increas- 
ing their capital stock; may it therefore please your Majesty that it 
may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual 
and temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Company, by and with the approbation and consent 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India for the time 
being, at any time or times hereafter, to borrow, upon bonds to be 
issued under their common seal, any further sum or sums of money, 
not exceeding inthe whole the sum of two millions sterling, over and 
* above such sum=and sums as the said Company can now lawfully 
raise on their bonds, and to apply the money so to be borrowed and 
raised for such purposes as, under and by virtue of the said act of the 
37th year of his said Majesty’s reign, the money to, be raised by 
enlarging the capital stock of the said Company is applicable ; any 
thing contained in the said recited act, or in any other act, notwith- 


standing. 
uv 4 ~ May 
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TONER Ne 8S May Be increased to £7,000,000. Stapeony 
 «%:Aws. © (6) And, whereas a considerable part of the debt secured by the, 
Rien, "engagement of the said Company in the East Indies, and which was 
% 81 Geo.3, incurred by reason of territorial and political expenses in that country, 
¢. 64, “has lately been discharged in India, by means of bills drawn by the 
5a. “governments of the said Company in the East-Indies upon their 
Court of Directors in London ; and thereby it has become necessary 
for the said Company to provide in this country a much larger sum 





* of money than in the ordinary course of their transactions can arise 
from the sales of their goods and the ordinary receipts*wad means of 
had the. said Company : And whereas the said United Company have not 


yet increased their capital stock, under and by virtue of the powers 
contained in the said first-mentioned act: and it is expedient that the 
power of the said United Company to raise money upon their bonds 
should be enlarged, so that they may be enabled either to raise a 
further sum by bond, or by increase of their capital stock ; and there- 
fore, that the provision in the said last-recited act, as to the application 
of the money to be raised by increasing the capital stock of the said 
Company, and as to the reduction of the power of the said Company 
to increase their bond debt in a certain case, should be repealed, and @ 
that other provisions should be made in respect thereof: May it there- 
fore please your Majesty that if may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the saine, 
that it shall and may be lawful /to and for the said Company, by and 
with the approbation and consent of the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India for the ie being, at any time or times hereafter, 
to borrow upon bonds to be issued under their common seal, any 
further sum or sums of money not exceeding in the Whole the sum 
of two millions sterling, over and above such sum and sums ag the 
said Company can now lawfully raise on their bonds, and to apply the 
money so to be berrowed and raised for such purposes, as under and 
by virtue of the said act of the 37th year of the reign of his said 
Majesty, the money to be raised by enlarging the capital stock of 
the said Company is applicable; any thing contained in the said 
? recited act or any other act notwithstanding. Syne 
Ff (7) And be it further enacted, that so much of the said act of the 
repfaling 47th year of the reign of his present Majesty, as provides that all the 
money to be raised by enlarging the capital stock of the said Com- 
eap.41. pany as therein mentioned, should be applied towards the reduction 
of the bond debt of the said United Company, until it should be so 
reduced to tlfe sum which the said Company might then lawfully raise 
_by bond, and as provides that in case the said Company should enlarge 


their capital stock, then that the sum which they were thereby em- 
; mt powered 
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_ powered to raise by bond ‘should be reduced, shall be and the. eamne LAWS. 
_ ds hereby repealed. Bret” | 
o.) After raising (8) Provided always, and be it enacted, ‘that when ‘51 Geo, 3. j 
_ £4,000,000, the said United Company shall have raised under and . 64, 


eilained: “he by virtue of the said act of the 37th year of the = § 2 
raising further of his present Majesty, and of the said act of the 47th § 3. 
Bm Haga year of the reign of his present Majesty, and of this’ 
act. such sums of money as together shall amount to 
the sum, of four millions sterling, then and from thenceforth it shall & 
not be lawful for the said Company to raise any further sum of money 
uporrbond : and.all money which from thenceforth shall be raised by 


increase of capital stock, under and by virtue of the said first- 
mentioned act, shall be applied in discharge of the said bond debt, 
until the said bond debt, created. by virtue of the said act. of the 47th 
year of the reign of his Majesty, or.this act, together with the money 
to be raised by increase of capital as aforesaid, shall be reduced to 


the sum of four millions sterling. 


Bonds declared to be assignable and transferable. 


Bonds issued (9) And whereas bonds issued under the common 
by the Company geal of the said United Company, for money borrowed 
under their‘com- é _ 

mon. sedl shall . by them by virtue of the powers enabling them to 
be transferable, borrow money upon bond, have usually been entered § 4. 
i . 
into, and have been expressed to have been made pay- 
able to the person who for the time being has been the treasurer of 
the said United Company, or his assigns, and upon his indorsement 
thereof, they have been sold and passed from one person to another, 
by delivery of the possession thereof; and it is expedient, that a 
legal effect should be given to such mode of transfer of the property 
in the saide bonds, and the money secured thereby; be it therefore 
further enacted, that all bonds issued, or to be issued, under the com- 
mon seal of the said United Company, by virtue of any power by 
which they have been, are, or hereafter may be authorized to borrow 
money upon their bonds, shall be assignable and transferable by 
delivery of the possession thereof; and upon every such assignment 
or transfer, the money secured by the bond so assigned or transferred, 
and due, and to become due thereon, and the property in such bond _ e 
shall be absolutely vested as well at law as in equity, in the person or 
_persons, body-or bodies politic and corporate, to whom the same shall —§ . —* 
be so assigned or transferred, and the person or persons, body or... .; ' 
: bodies. politic and corporate, to whom any such bond shall be so 
assigned and transferred, and his, her, and their executors, adminis- 
trators, and successors respectively, shall and may maintain his, her, 
“or their. action for the principal and interest secured thereby, and due 
Bee, or otherwise relating thereto, in like manner as the obligee 
oF obligees named in any such bond, or his, her, or their executors, 
administrators, 


§ 4. 


1726. 
12 Geo, 1, 
c. $2. 
1729. 
2 Geo. 2, 
c. 25. 
o 


ad <4 ; 

» : : * + 

298 DEBTS OF/THE COMPANY. 
REGISTERED INDIA AND BOND DEBT. 


administrators, or successors, may now twaintain any action thereon ; 
and in every such action the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall recover his, her, 
or their debt, damages, and costs of suit ; and if any such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or a verdict be given against him, her, 
or them, the defendant or defendants shall recover his, her, or their 
costs against the plaintiff or ‘plaintiffs, and every such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, defendant or defendants respectively recovering, may sue 
out execution for such debt, damages, and costs by capias, fieri facias, 
or elegit. » me 
Interest on Bonds. rr teh 

(10) And be it further enacted by the authority, East-IndiaCom- 
aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful to and for ee 
the said United Company, with the approbation and oben 23 al- 
consent ofthe Board of Commissioners for the Affairs lowed rc; gl 
of ‘India for the time being, from time to time, to. pay creer et 
and allow interest on the money heretofore raised on the bonds of 
the said Company, and which are now outstanding, and also on money 
to be raised on any bonds which the said United Company may law- ” 
fully issue, at and after such rate not exceeding such rate of interest 
as may be allowed on any Exchequer bills issued or to be issued at 
the same time by virtue of any act or acts of parliament, as the said 
United Company, with such consent as aforesaid, shall in. their 
discretion see fit; and all bonds and instruments for securing the 
money raised thereon, shall be valid and effectual; and no person or 
persons taking, accepting, or receiving such interest, shall be therefore’ 
liable to any penalty or forfeiture whatsoever; any law, statute, or 
usage to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

(11) Provided always, that nothing herein contained _ Not restrained 
shall be construed to extend to restrain the said United leoal Rese 
Company from allowing at any time legal interest on : 
such bonds. 5 

(12) Forging any bond of the Company is felony without benefit 
of clergy. ~ } 


(13) Stealing East-India bonds a capital offence. 


DIVIDENDS. 


2 


Prevrousty to the union of the two Companies much irre- 
gularity existed in declaring dividends on the capital stock 
of the East-India. Company; it appears to have been,the 
practice to make dividends upon general computations, without 
any particular or recorded account of the state of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

After the union of the two Companies in 1708, six per cent. 
per annum was allowed to the proprietors upon sums paid in 
on account of their subscriptions; and, in addition to this, 
they were allowed dividends, which were made two or three 
times in the year, of six, eight, and ten shillings per cent. 
The real dividend may be computed to have amounted from 
five to ten per cent. 

In the year 1722, the dividend was fixed at eight per cent. 
per annum ; and, in 1732, it was reduced.to seven per cent. 
per annum. i 

In 1783, an ineffectual attempt was made to institute a by-law 
to place the regulation of all future dividends in the hands 
of a committee, composed partly of Directors and partly of 
Proprietors. 

A by-law was subsequently adopted in 1734, which pre- 
’ scribed “ that no alteration should be made in the dividend 
on the capital stock of the Company without first giving six 
months’ public notice.” 

In the year 1743, six months’ notice having been given, the 
dividend was increased to eight per cent. per annum, upon 
the ground of the prosperous state of the Company’s affairs ; 
in 1755, it was found necessary to reduce the dividend to six 
per cent. per annum. 

When information was received of the grant of the Dewanny, 


great 
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the 18th of June 1766, the diy on Which the es ches con- 
taining that important intelligence were read to the General 
Court, a motion was made to increase the dividend” to ‘eight 
per cent. per annum. 

The Court of Directors, however, were not Biadural to 
sanction such a measure: they admitted that great advantages 
had been gained by the Company in the East;- but at the same 
time stated that the extensive military operations had entailed a 


- Jarge' and heavy expense, that their profits were remote and 


precarious, their debts urgent and certain, and that justice and 
good policy concurred in recommending in the first place a 
discharge of their incumbrances, before they thought of par- 
ticipating in supposed profits. This impression of the Court’s 
unanimous opinion against any increase led to the motion being 
withdrawn. The expectation of many of the proprietors, however, 
was not to be disappointed. The subject came again under the 
consideration of the general court on the 24th September 1766. 
The Court of Directors, anticipating a renewal of the proposition 
for an increase of dividend, had prepared a report, containing 
their unanimous opinion, “ that it would not be ‘for the 
interest of the Company, nor prudent at that time, to declare 
any addition to the dividend.” 

Notwithstanding this declaration on the part of the executive, 
it was determined by a ballot, taken on the 26th of Sep- 
tember 1766, that the half-year’s dividend, from Christmas to 
Midsummer 1767, should be five per cent., being at the rate 
of ten per cent. per annum. The numbers were three hundred 
and forty votes for the question, and two hundred and thirty- 
one votes against the question, and on the 6th of May 1'767 
the General Court came to a resolution to divide six anda 


. quarter per cent, for the half year, ending at Christmas 1767. 


At this time Parliament was directing its attention to the 
affairs of the Company; on the day following the declaration 
of six and a quarter per cent. by'the General Court, the House 
of Commons called for a copy of the proceedings of that Court, 
and‘ of other proceedings connected with the former ayes 
tion of a half-yearly dividend of five per cent. 

ee the House of Commons called for the papers upon this 

subject, 


am 





tion 
deavour, Pe on general arrangement Fa pending with - his 
Majesty’s ministers for settling the Company’s affairs, to secure, 
the annual sum of £400,000 as a dividend to the proprietors,: 
which would haye been at the rate of twelve and a half per cent. 

Parliament, however, determined, previously to adopting 
a plan for the general administration of the affairs of India, 
to pass a law for regulating the dividends ; and, on the 11th 
of May 1767, a bill for that purpose was accordingly in- 
troduced. 

The object of this bill was to restrain the declaration of 
dividends, except by ballot, and after seven days’ notice ; 
and also to limit the dividend, from the last declaration. to 
the beginning of the then session of Parliament, to ten per 
cent. 

On the 18th of May 1767, it was proposed in the General 
Court to petition against the bill. This proposition led to a long 
and warm debate, which was terminated by a demand of. a bal- 
lot to be taken instanter. The Directors disapproved of this 
course, and strong protests were entered against the adoption 
of it. It was, however, persisted in; and the ballot was taken 
between the hours of nine and eleven o'clock at night. . The 
decision was in the affirmative. 

The extraordinary circumstances ane which the ballot 
upon this. petition was taken, attracted the particular notice, 
of the House. of Commons, who, having called for a, copy 
of the proceedings of the General Court, determined to, reject 
the petition. 

Much discussion took place in the General Court.in con- 
sequence, anda petition was ultimately adopted upon a 
ballot regularly, taken; This petition, was presented. to,.and. 
received, by the House; but. it. failed to. proguce, the desired 
effect ;. for;,on the 28th of May 1767, the bill passed the House 
of Comm6ns. . The General Court proceeded. to petition ‘the, 
House, of Lords. against the bill, and offered to. compromise 
the matter, if Parliament would consent to, fix the, limit)at 
twelve and a half, instead of ten per cent.. The Lords, not- 


kcaivit an the representations, of the Company, passed, the 
bill 
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bill “as approved by the Commons, though not without grekt | 
opposition, the numbers for the bill being fifty-nine, and-forty- 
four afainst it. Nineteen peers signed a protest. The grourids 
of dissent were, * because’ the inability of ‘the Company to. 
make the dividends rescinded by this bill, had been arguéed’on— 
a supposition, that the right of the territorial acquisitions of 
the Company in the East-Indies -vas not in that Company, bat 
inthe public; which method of arguing, if admitted as one of 
the grounds of the bill, was conceived to be incdnelusive as to 
the subject matter, and highly dangerous as to the precedent ; 
for’, the Company being in possession, and no claim against them 
being so much as made, much less established, their Lordships 
held it highly dangerous to the property of the subject, and ex- 
tremely unbecoming the justice and dignity of the House, “by 
extra judicial opinions, to call into question the legality of sueh 
a possession, and to act without hearing, as if the House had 
decided against it.” On the 29th of June 1767 it received the 
royal assent. ‘9t] 
Early in the following session another bill was introduced, 
to continue the limitation of the dividend to ten’ per’ cent. 
per annum until the Ist of February 1769; this bill, though © 
opposed by the Company, was passed into a law on the 21st 
of February 1768. On this occasion, eleven peers entered 
their protest, “ Because this annual restraint tends to establish 
a perpetual interposition of Parliament in declaring dividends 
for the Company, and indeed all companies whatsoever, to 
the increase of that most dangerous and infamous part of stock 
jobbing which is carried on by clandestine intelligence, and to 
the vesting it in the worst of all hands, those of administration : 
for a minister, who shall hereafter acquire in Parliament (By 
whatever means) sufficient influence for the purpose, may,’ by 
his ‘power of increasing, diminishing, or withholding dividends 
at his pleasure, have all the stockholders in these Compiatiies 
(a body extremely considerable for wealth and numbers)’ en- 
tirely at his mercy, and probably at his disposal, to the infinite 
inerease of the already ype ‘and pages — ‘in- 
meg of the crown.” 
In 1769, the period of the last arrangement with the fii 
‘having’ expired, a negotiation was BokdineoAA Gr prospective 
arrangement, 
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iia in which the Pnatibinie contemplated, as: a 
principal object, the removal of the we restriction jon 
_ the declaration of dividend, parce 
») The General Court had several meetings respecting it, and 
_discussions took, place between the Court of Directors and 
the Lords of the Treasury. Jt was at length mutually agreed 
that the Company should pay to the crown £400,000 per 
annum for five years, subject to a proportionate deduction: in 
_the event of the dividend being reduced, and that the Com- 
pany should be allowed to increase the dividend at a rate not 
exceeding one per cent. per annum, until it reached twelve 
and half per cent. per annum, It was further agreed: that 
the payment to the crown should cease altogether, in the 
event of the dividend being reduced to six per cents: per 
annum. This arrangement was sanctioned by the Legislature 
_in the act 9th Geo. III, cap. 24. Under the authority of that 
act, the dividend was augmented at the rate of one per cent. 
per annum, until it reached twelve and a half per cent. per 
annum, the maximum fixed by the act. In the year 1771,) Mr. 
Manship, then.a member of the Court of Directors, dissented 
from a resolution of that court, authorizing a declaration .of 
the half. yearly dividend of six and a quarter per cent... The 
General Court fixed such dividend without being aware \of 
Mr. Manship’s dissent; but after it had been fixed, several 
proprietors hearing of the dissent, convened a general, court 
upon. special affairs, at which the subject was introduced, and 
Mr. Manship was heard in his place. Evidence was given\of 
the ability of the Company to make the dividend in question ; 
and it was resolved by the ballot (in which the numbers were 
three hundred and seventy-four votes for the question, and 
thirty votes against the question) that the Court of Directors, 
in recommending the continuance of the dividend, had acted 
_gonsistently, with. their duty. 
In.1772, the Company’s affairs became pao‘ osabetaneen 
_and they were under the necessity not only of borrowing large 
sums of the Bank of England to meet existing, demands, 
but also of making application to the public for a loan... ; 
_dm such a state of things, the Court of Directors. did not 
feel themselyes at liberty to recommend the declaration of any 
dividend ; 
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; informed the General Court, t hat it,was not, 

“called {68 the purpos@ of declaring 4 morula i 
that, until a pending treaty with his Majesty’s goyer a -_ 
should be concluded, the Court of Directors could PSE TROOP 
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" mend any resolutions relative to a dividend, edi ‘to COOMBES 


On the 23d of December 1772 the General Consent 
when a half-yearly dividend, at the rate of six, Ber Gemh Pet 
annum, was declared. The reduction of the dividend to, i 

per cent. relieved the Company from the payment of £400,000... 
perfannum to the crown, as provided for in the act of 9th Geo, 
III, cap. 24. »9 ny foo O2 

The situation ie the Company’s affairs was brought befo 4 
Parliament by his late Majesty, in his speech upon the, open. 7 . 1 
ing ofthe session of 1772; and, on the 26th of November in, that. , aye 
year, a Committee of Secrecy of the House of Commons was,. os 
appointed to inspect the books and accounts of the Company...; 

In consequence of reports from this committee, an act was... 
passed for the raising a loan of £1,400,000 for the. Company,,... 
by the issue of Exchequer Bills; which sum was directed to... 
be applied in the payment of arrears. of duties tothe public», », 
and in the repayment of advances made to the Company, by,., 
the Bank of England. In the same act it was provided, that... 
the revenues and profits of the Company should be, charge- se 
able, in the first instance, with a dividend of six per cent,, per... 
annum ; and that, when the loan then granted should, be diqui-.... 
dated, the dividend should be increased to seven per cent. per. 
annum,’ which it was not to. exceed until the bond-debt should 
be reduced to £1,500,000. Yo .ottroq 

This arrangement was not in accordance. with. the. sentiments... s 
of the General Court. They contended, that the restriction 
on the dividend was extremely arbitrary, and. not formed. with 
any reference to the commercial profits of the Company ;andy...- 
as a compromise, they proposed that the Company, shou be... ae” 
authorized to increase the dividend to eight per. cent, AS SQPR.-. 
as a moiety of the loan should be repaid; but Lord North, 


n) 


Me ify 


ise 


_ would not assent to any increase of the dividend. until the Joan... 14 


should be fully redeemed: and the act was oapemtingl Passed... 
to the effect before stated, We ose hee 
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‘On the 24th’ of December 177 the debt sg 


bli af £1,400,000 having been repaid, a half-year aie 


Penis se dee “atvidend was, ‘six per Pie ba 
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id'was declared at the rate of seven per cent. per annum; , 


d arrangements were at the same time made for liquidating 
~_ £500,000 of the bond debt. In the following year arrange- 


» 2 


enits'were made for a further liquidation of the bond debt to 


na extent of £600,000. 


The bond debt being thus reduced to £1,500,000, the divi- 


dena was, in June 1778, increased to eight per cent. pgr 
annum. In 1779, an act was passed (19th Geo. ITI, cap. 61), 
to coptinue, for one year, the general arrangements made in 


1773. “This act restricted the declaration of a larger dividend ; 


than eight” per cent. per annum, until April 1780. These 
arrangements were further continued for another year, by the 

act of the 20th Geo ITI, cap. 56. 
In 1781, the situation of the Company’s affairs again 
came under the consideration of the general court, and 
several propositions were offered to his Majesty’s govern- 
ment, as the basis of an arrangement for the prolongation of 
the ‘term: of Company’s exclusive privileges. One of the 
primary objects of these proposals. was the security of a divi- 
dent of eight per cent. per annum, with a power to increase 
it, at a rate not exceeding one per cent. per annum, until it 
amounted to twelve and a half per cent. It was, however, 
arranged, that the dividend should be eight per cent. per 
annum, and that the remaining profits of the Company should 
be divided between the public and the Company, in the pro- 
portion of three-fourths to the former, and one-fourth to the 
latter. An act of Parliament to this effect was passed (21st 
Geo. IIT, ‘cap. 65, sec. 9). In 1782, the year after that act 
shad dbeed the Company’s affairs again became embarrassed, 
and application was’made to’ Parliament for relief. An act 
eos in consequence, passed (22d Geo. III, cap. 51), to autho- 
ae the postponement of the payment by the Company of 
sail on account of customs, &c., and to secure to the 
proprietors their dividend’ of eight per cent. The same 
amount of dividend was secured by two subsequent acts” 
(a: Ga, III, cap. 36, and 23d Geo. nh cap. 83); and, in 
x 1784, 
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the dividend’ cdntinded at egtie: per Lene eb pi np : 
the act of 1793, when it was increased 'to ten and @ half 
cent. (at which ‘rate it has’ since’ been’ continued); ‘the half 
cent. béing chargeable on’ a separate fund, ‘resér'ved: wider a ~ 
former act of Parliainent (21st'Geoi IM) ‘cap. 65); anverrange> 
ment was at the same time made for allowitrgsto the ‘Company 
a sixth part of the surplus of their profits and reverues;‘after 
the ‘reduction of ‘their debts to a Specified “amotintis By va 
subsequent act passed in 1798 (38d Geo. TIL, cap. 81), :the ten’ 
shiflings' per cent. of the dividend was made a charge jupon 
the “general ‘profits of the-Company, in like mannér with’ thet; 
ofig@he ten pounds percent. ‘The dividend of-ten and» whalf, | 
per ‘cent. thus allowed in 1793, was continued: by: the act sof 
1813! (53d Geo. III, cap. 155). In that act’ it is »provitled, 
that ‘the dividend shall be charged upon the home’ ‘profits lof) 
the Company, or, on the failure of a sufficiency of chomer 
profits in one year to meet the dividend, then that the. defi- 
ciency should be charged upon the surplus India revenue in 
the preceding year (53d Geo. III, cap. 155, sec. 5% and 58). 
The Company cannot legally make any larger dividend witil 
their debt in India shall have been reduced to ten millions, 
and) the bond debt \to three millions; nor until the public 
fands created for the Company. shall -have: been» redeemed, 
and the sum of twelve millions, after the accomplishment of 
thosg objects, paid into the Exchequer, asa guarantee fund : 
then the Company will be entitled to one-sixth of the excess 
of profit and revenue, which would constitute a ai for afer, 
ther dividend (53d Geo III, cap. 155, see. 59).-00 oe i to 
When the property-tax was institued, rate were ‘pee to’ 
relieve the proprietors individually from the “operation OF i, 
and:to;authorize. the payment of the amount out of the a, 
of the Company, previous to the declaration of aydividend.* 
The matter was referred to counsel, who were of opinioft that» 
the Company had not the power, by law,” 
~ment. A representation was accordingly. 
Coort: of atacettek: to the President of the, 
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Majesty’s dbl atic. it just and advisable that the 
papery should be vested with such power, by a legislative. 

Lord Castlereagh, ain reply, s stated that 

not "feel ‘warranted in recommending the Company to 

_ y. to Parliament for a bill for such purpose. 

In July 1804, the subject was again urged on the attention 
of ministers, Whose. concurrence it was contended would be 
sufficient authority without any legislative provision. It was 
opposed on the ground that it would militate against the pro- 
visions of the act of 1793, as to the appropriations affecting 
the Company’ s funds. 
 Insie, during the negotiation for a renewal of the Cém- 
« Pany’s exclisive privileges, the justice of relieving the pro- 
" prietors of East-India stock from the payment of the propenty- 
tax on their dividends, was again pressed on the attention of 
Lord Melville, the president of the Board; but his Lordship 
did not think it expedient to charge the Company’s funds 
withany additional payment on that account. 
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(1) And be it further onooe! id, that for and during the continnance 
of the \possession and government of the said territorial acquisitions 
and revenues in the said United Company, the net proceeds of their 
sales of goods at home, with the duties and allowances arising by 
private trade, and all the commercial profits and other receipts of*the 
said Company in Great Britain, shall be, applied and disposed of in 
manner following : (that is to say) first, in providing for the payment 
of bills of exchange already accepted and hereafter to be accepted by 
the said Company, as the same shall become due ; secondly, in pro- 
vidingp for the current payment of other debts (the principal of the 
bond debt in England always excepted}, as well as interest, and the 

' outgoings, charges, and expenses of the said Company ; 
in :payment of a dividend, after the rate of ten pounds per 
-‘annum,.on the present or any future amount of the capi- 

tal stock of the said Company, for and during such time as a certain 
fund of the said Company hereinafter mentioned, called “ The Com- 
pany’ s Separate Fund,” shall be sufficient to pay a dividend, after the 
rate of ten shillings for every hundred? pounds per annum, on the 


present or any future amount of the capital stock of the said Com- 
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pany ; ahd when and so. soot as. the: aid las oe 
“be exhausted, ‘then in payment of 'a‘divide 


capital stock of the said Company ; } provided, that no greati 
shall be paid, in the whole, in.any one year, than at the s 
‘ ten pounds ten shillings per centum per annum, | “upon | Serres 
future capital stock of the said Company. _ dinecais igh ds 
(2) And whereas it is not reasonable, that the Com: | cet 

pany’s commercial profits should be liable annually,to , 

the payment in Europe of territorial charges, till 

said ‘dividend, after the rate of ten pounds and ten. for orjana 
shillings per centum per annum, shall have. been, vai! are vo . 
and discharged; be it therefore provided and enacted, , fits at, 
‘that the net proceeds of the sales of goods,,and other s3y fe aie 
‘commercial profits of the Company in Great Britain, as , good out of shr- 
aforesaid, shall not be liable to the liquidation of any, Plus won r 
charge on account of the territorial or political govern- ear 3 ; 
ment of India payable in England, or of any bills. of exchangeiasieet 
tificates drawn on account of the territorial or political charge in India, 
till after the dividend on the capital stock of .the said (Company, shall 
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‘first have ‘been provided for ; ey always such bills and certifi- 


cates, for the amount of which yalue shall have been, previously paid 


~ in India, from the territorial or politica} funds, and consignments, or 
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remittances made thereof to England, for the liquidation of the said * 
"bills and certificates: provided also, that in the event of the ie, com- 
mercial profits of the said Company at} ny being insufficient, i Ben 
year, fully to defray the said dividend, | my * and may., be Ja 

make’ good any such ‘deficiency out? Tedue © surplus tl 
may have arisen. in the preceding ye?PS+ account, out of the. terri- 
torial revenues, (after the serene of, all ichibaee anieent of, debt 
included. : wiillida “teSafuts to 


past 


Ballot not necessary when no alteration fo preceding 
Declaration. prance “ihe 


(3) Be it enacted, that from and after the passing.of; “this, act, when 
any half-yearly or other dividend of the said Company shall be voted 
and declared by a General Court of Proprietors, not varying or ‘ibding 
ing from the rate of the said Company's dividend ‘for the last p 
half-year, that then, and in every such Case, it ‘shall Aire 
for the said general court of the said Company to proceed oa bala ! 
respecting such dividends ; but that/a declaration’ from, the chairm 2 
for the time being, of the said Company of the voting and’ agiee- 


ing of the General Court of Proprietors to” ‘such* dividend, shiall, be 


|. sufficient notice and authority for declaring bert such 
aires, idl ‘to danfl 
rote hon wotte 3 ratio 103 an dr9hs 
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cow GCourts of Eqiat i nd sg +i Transfers, and, diiede «fait se 
Prana’ 10 quientiiearan esa sesetii runes “aly sydd! a ote 3 ae 
“bask ry te . ys e1 great expense arises in suits in courts of LAws. 


hain the governor and company of the ~ joo. 
es mere purpose of compelling or authorizing 39 and 40 
the said alien to pie any tratisfer of stock standing: in their oy i. 
“books ‘to be made which justice may require: be it enacted by the King’s j 
ane ‘excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Phy ords Is Spiritual’ and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 
} Raa Syai assembléd, and by ‘the authority of the same, that it shall be 
6 for any of his Majesty's ‘courts of equity, before or upon hear- 
": = ini Pay catise depending therein, to order the goverior and company 
sank of England to suffer a transfer of stock standing im their 
“tobe ‘made, or to pay any accrued or accruing dividends 
“thereon toe » belonging to’ or standing in the names of any party to.a suit, 
as tine courts may deem just; or to issue an injunction to restrain 
thei’ ‘from: Sffeting any ‘transfer of such stock, or fromipayingany , 
+ “ dividends ‘or interest accruing ‘or accrued’ thereon, although) such 
fn, “goverhior and company are not parties to the suit in which such decree 
“or ‘order’ shall be’ made, such courts being satisfied by the certificate 
“OF the ‘aécountant of the said corporation, duly signed by him,as 
veka is’ directed, that the ‘stock required to be transferred is 
‘gtatiding in*their books in the name of the persons or person required 
“to trausfér'the same, or of the persons or person to:whom they orihe 
“are ‘or is the legal representative ;‘and that after due service of a short 
otdér upon’ the ‘said governor and conipany, or their» proper officer, 
‘whiéh’ shall contain no recital ‘of their pleadings or other matter :than 
the ‘title of the cause, and the ordering part of such decree or order 
“which respects the said’governor and company, and for which the:sum 
of eighteen shillings and no more, shall be paid, like process shall 
issue to enforce such order or decree as to enforce them against any 
party to a suit depending in such court. 





Wig, ria ee the amount of such Stock or Dividends, to be is aajoered 
on application. 
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: sie wa -(3), And for the better enabling any party toa Suit 
‘cde ve , to, obtain and produce such certificate in court, be it 
enact enacted, that, upon request in writing ‘signed by the 
3, port? clerk. in court (or other officer answering thereto) ‘and 

" Bak lain the soliciter concerned in the cause for the party apply- 
an sme in the ing, which shall state the cause, and for what parties 
doue ganlem pathey, are concerned, the Governor and Compa tas jaa 
Bank of England shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, ‘to the said 
clerk i in court, or other officer and solicitor, or one of them, 4 certifi- 
}Meate signed by their accountant, stating the amount of such stock or 
x3 dividends, 
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thiaersietct in whose names or name wicaeack stock is edhe in n their 
books, and, if it be “particularly required (but: ‘hot otherwise) * ‘When 
such stock or any part thereof was transferred, and by whom, for the 
signing of which request in writing, there shall be paid such clerk 
in court or other officer, a fee of six»shillings and eight- ce, and no 
more, and to such solicitor, for the drawing, copying, and delivering 
at the Bank, a fee of thirteen shillings and four-pence, and no more, 
and to the officer making out and delivering such certificate, a’fee of 
two shillings and sixpence, and no more: provid evertheless, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to any case where any further 
discovery is wanted’ than what is hereinbefore expressly mentioned, 
nor to any case where the said governor and company claim anypinte- 
rest in or lien upon the said fund, but that in sich cases it shall be 
necessary to make them a party to such suit as if his act had never 
been made; and that if any special matter shall arise, which in the 
opinion of the said governor and company shall affect their ingerests, . 
or which might be objected against suffering such transfer of stack 
or payment of dividends, it shall be lawful for them to state such 
matter to the court by motion or petition in such suit, and that exc- 
cution of process to compel such transfer or payment, shall be'sus- 
pended until final order shall be made thereon. ; 


The Provisions extend to the East-India re 


(6) And be it, further enacted, that all the several regulations ; and 
provisions hereinbefore enacted, shall extend mutatis oo - 
every case where the United Company of Merchants of E 
trading to the East-Indies, or the Governor and Company of Mer- 
chants of Great Britain trading to the South Seas or other  partsiof 
America, have any stock standing in the books of such respective cor- 
porations, which may now be or hereafter may become the subject of 
any suit in equity or incidental thereto, saving to the said corporations 
respectively the like right of being made a party, or applying by 
motion or petition, in such suits as is before reserved or given to the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England. 


Dividends due to Infants. 

(7) The Court of Chancery, Court of Exchequer, or the Lord Chan- 
cellor, authorized to direct dividends due to infants, to be paid for 
their use to their guardians, under the provisions of the 36th a ~ 
cap. 90, and 52 Geo. III, cap. 32. 
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Pate several iebreriniens in India are empowered to fakin 
‘regulations for the imposition of duties on the export, import; 

or transit of any goods, wares, or merchandize in the East- 
Indies... The regulations are, not valid until sanctioned by the 
_ Court of Directors with the approbation of the Board..of 

Comititissioners ; such sanction and approbation being ‘signi« 
fia to the governments respectively in a public despatch’ 
from, the said Court ; all such regulations when promulgated 
in India, are to contain express mention that the same 
are made with the sanction of the Court of Directors, and 
with the approbation of the Board of Commissioners; and 
such mention is to be taken as conclusive evidence of such 
sanction ‘and approbation in all courts of justice. ‘The: Gover- 
nor-general and the governors of Madras, Bombay, ‘and ‘Price 
of Wales’ Island, are also“huthorized to impose duties of cus- 
toms andother. taxeson places and persons. within. the juris- 
ciesion ‘of the courts established by the King’s charter, in the 
same manner as in places without such jurisdiction. No impo* 
sition of any such duty, or tax, or any incr ease thereof is valid: 
until, sanctioned by the Court of Directors, with the approba- 
tion of the Board of Commissioners. Regulations maybe, 
also passed for imposing fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for 
the non payment of duties and taxes. 

‘th 1814, doubts having arisen as to certain duties and taxes 
imposed by, the. several governments in India, an act was passed 
confirming the regulations which had been passed, for, the 
imposition, levying, raising, or recovering any such duties of 
customs or other taxes, or in any ways relating thereto; and 
all fines, penalties, and forfeitures impaved or levied by the. 
several governments. 

Thesforegoing are the existing authorities under which the 
‘hae “x 4 regulations 





ii With regard to the duties and customs & East-India poe 
® Imported int Great Britain, it would require 


Py. Je © thaiv'can ‘Possibly be allotted. 13" the vobjece it A won obs. 
or natures toenter into “a” detail’ of ‘the important” ne 
& “)" sobroughit forward \in) 1825 ‘by ‘the Right Hono the Presi- 





““Getit of ‘the Board ’of Trade, which led td the “repeal of the - 
ale WE tex 


“Several” laws ‘Telating to the customs, from the seventeenth of 
* Richard IL, in 1394, to those of. the fourth of his ‘present 

. «Majesty. in 1823, embgacing no Jess than four Jhundred.. and 
‘fifty-two acts’ of Parliament. © This repeal Was followed "by ~ 
‘the introduction of eleven separate ‘dets, all’ of which ot ’ 
“the ‘royal assent the 5th ay 1825, relative to duties, cu 
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“and trade generally, viz J sds: eA abetted 
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cher _ An‘Act for the Management of the Customs, = 
PTS a for the General Regulation of the Corsionites asi 
C108, sy) eseereeee to prevent Smuggling,’ 9». cae 
e. 109. bin -. for the Encouragement of British Shipping and 
bam 01 Navigation, iy 
os 110.0 iciemheoseess for Registering of British Vessels, “9 
Cette y ps 29 aren for Granting Duties of Customs, rishi 
6 CZ ooyo) voatneebeee for, Warehousing Goods, 4. FL lt eo 
e. 113, boo eoiwiwd.te for’Granting certain Bounties and Allowances of 
eC Aes 
ee ene atrseaees 40 Regulate the Trade of sr British Poss SSeSSIC 
+“ " 4 youe ‘ abréad, * : siti bade 109 
€. 115. ud \tereeeees for Regulating the Trade of the Isle of, Manji; 
& 6. of! si) deve for Regulating © Vessels ‘ieareylng tee ot gl 
; ‘pte ) Poreign ‘parts. 
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fie clauses connected with the customs as ieartiodintdly 

‘prea: ‘to the ‘East=Tiidia Comipany, 6r to’ the’ ‘importitionof 

is “odds” from the limits within the Company’s exclusive  char- 

1, ter, will follow. those which authorize the imposition, off ae. 
_sustoms, and. taxes in. India, elt may, be observed ;that the 
» Mauritius is declared:to be one of his Majesty’s sugar colonies, 

-aind placed upon tHE suite ee in'all Soe ‘as his Majes-- 
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‘Potueson sanction of Court of Directors and approbation of Board. . ‘Tes. 
53 


|< os@évernor-gene=, (1) And. whereas it is expedient that the govern- ©. 155, 
De ig of the said Company established at Fort Wil-  § 98.» 
+ Filivg, Me liam, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ 
2) émbay, Island respectively, should have authority to impose 
5 Wales Leland duties and taxes to "be levied within the several towns 
nay impose du- of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island of Bom- = = 
ties of customs *bay and Prince of Wales’ Island, and also dutiesjand 
on, places... and ‘taxes to be paid by persons:subject to the jurisdictions s 
ae, Sern ‘of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
"or Sp amasiagaqe in Bengal, the Supreme Court of Judicature at Ma- 
tablished by the dras, the Court of the Recorder of Bombay, and ‘the 
King’s charter, Court of Judicature at Prince of Wales’ Island respec- 
in the same inans;"; 3 a 
ner as in places. tively; be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may sp 
without stich ja~ be lawful to and for the Governor-General in Council 
paerigsa = No of Fort-William in Bengal, and to and for the Gover- 
\)sin Caleutta, Ma- ‘nor in Council of Fort St. George, and to and 
ros dager for the Governor in Council of Bombay, and to.and 
Island to be valid for the Governor in Council of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
ve arm 4 within the respective presidencies of Fort-William, 
the approbation Fort St. Géorge, Bombay, and Prince of Wales’ Island, 
of the Board. _ to impose all such duties of customs, and other taxes x 
loto»bes levied, raised, and paid within the said towns of Calcutta and 
Madras, the said town and island of Bombay, and Prince of W 
island, and upon,and by all persons whomsoever, resident or being 
ierein ‘respectively, and in respect of all goods, wares, merchandizes, 
commodities and property whatsoever also being therein respectively ; * 
and/also upon and» by all persons whomsoever; whether British born ag 
oreforeigners, resident or being in any country or place within the 
authority of the said governments respectively ; and in respect of all 
goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities and property whatsoever, in 
‘being in‘any such country or’ place, in as full, large and ample manner 
jas, such, governor-general’in council, or, governors in council respec- 

BY, PY now lawfully | impose any duties or taxes to be levied, _ 
ore an upon or by any persons whomsoever, or in any place pe: 
“wha soeve within the’ authority | of the said governments respectively : , 
“provided | ‘always, that no imposition of any, such duty or tax, or any 
“inerease of any such duty or tax, within the said towns of Calcutta 
‘Madras,,the said town and island of Bombity, or Prince of Wales’ 
ee and, shall be valid or effectual,, until the. same Shall have 2m i 
sanctioned by the said Court of Directors, with ‘the a 
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ae Laws. the said Board of Commissioners, in manner herein-béfore pregeribed:* 
| » =< respecting duties agd taxes of export, import, and transit, on goods, 
+ Sie wares, or merchandize. ‘ 
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. (2) And be itefurther enacted, thatit shall and may Goverabb genes 
G03 bé lawful for such governor-general. in council, and Téland governors 
tes "$99 
= 


a % Governments thay i impose Fines for Non-payment of Tases, Sc. 
ge r 


cil cs 
governors in council respectively, to make laws and ecketsieenae 


regulations respecting such duties and* taxes, and ‘to regulations». \re~ 
impose fines, penalties, and forfeitures, for the non- {Petes mecha 
payment. of such duties or taxes, or for the breach Of and i inepape fines 
such laws or regulations, in as full and ample manner = ya manent 
A as such governor-general in. council, or governors. thereof: 
oe in council respectively, may now lawfully make any 
other laws or regulations, or impose any other fines, penalties, : or 
forfeitures whatsoever: and all such laws and regulations sha be 
' taken. notice,of without being specifically pleaded, as well in. the 
; Supreme Courts and Recorder's Court and.Courts: of Judicature at 
Prince-of Wales’ Island respectively, as in all other courts whatsoeyer, 
within the said British territories: and that it shall.and may be lawfu 
for all persons whomsoever, to prefer, prosecute, and maintain in the 
same Supreme Courts and Recorder’s Couft and Court of: Judicature 
at, Prince of Wales’ Island respectively, all manner of indictments, 
ae and suits whatsoever, for enforcing such laws and regula- 
tions, or for any matter or thing whatsoever arising out of the same ; 
any act, charter, usage, or other ching to the contrary notwith* 
standing. 
r Duties imposed in India not valid till sanctioned by Court” 
and Board. 


§ 25. ®) And be it further enacted, that no new or additional imposition 
of any duty or tax upon the export, import, or transit of any. goods, 
wares, or merchandizé whatsoever, made or fo be made by authority 
of the Governor-General or Governor in Council, of any of the said 
Company's presidencies or settlements in the East-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, shall be valid or effectual, until the same shall haye been, 
sanetioned by the Court of Directors of the said United Company, 
with the approbation of the said Board of Commissioners ; which, 
sanction and approbation shall be signified.to the said ae 
respectively by some public despatch from the said Court. of Di 
tors, describing each regulation for the purposes aforesaid, which, 

: be so sanctioned and approved by its title at full length, an i sea 
ing that the same is so sanctioned an approved; and all. such regula 
tions, when promulgated i in the East-Indies by the said ee 
shall contain, express mention that the same are made with the HE 
* tion,of the said Court of Directors, and with the ‘approbation, of the 
«said, Board, of Commissioners for the Affairs of India; and such mens, 
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Sa caibit thins conclusive “li of such sanction i appro- 
bation in all courts of justice. 


Duties in India on Goods to be debited to Commerce. ee 
4 Duties in India (4) And be dt further enacted, that all rates, cus- 


ibe 
ne aeenado toms, and duties of export and impolt, which shall be 53 Geo 


charged in the East-Indies or other places under the 
merce; and, -to- overnment of the said Company, upon any goods, 
ties on private. Wares, or merchandize of or belonging to the said Com- 
trade tobe pany, shall be charged in the books of account of the 
“torial revenue, Said Company to the debit of the commercial branch 
and'to be subject of their affairs; and all such rates, customs, and duties 
alae Se of which shall be so charged upon any goods, warés or 

‘merchandize of or belonging to the said Company, or 
which shall ‘be received by the said Company in the East-Indies or 
parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, or merchandize of any private 
merchant, trader, or other person, shall be placed inthe books of 
account of the said Company, to the credit of the territorial revenues 
of the said Company; and all such rates, customs, and duties, so 
placed to the credit of the territorial revenues of the said Company; 
shall be deemed and taken to be part of such territorial revenues, ‘and 
shall be subject to the control of the said Board of Commissioners, 
in like manner, to all intents and purposes as any other part of such 
territorial revenues. 


‘Doubts removed as to the Duties and Taxes heretofore pa, and 
levied in the East-Indies. 


Power of levy- (5) Whereas doubts have arisen as to certain duties 
i pcan &c- and taxes heretofore imposed by the several tae 
podbbay in’ India, ments of Fort William in Bengal, Madras, Bom 
confirmed. and Prince of Wales’ Island respectively : be it ena 

by the King’s most excellent Miagentys by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that all duties of customs and other taxes heretofore made 
_or imposed, as well upon British subjects as foreigners, and other per- 
sons whomsoever, by the orders or under the authority of the Gover- 
nor-General in council of Fort William in Bengal, the Governor in 
Council of Fort St, George, the Governor in Council of Bombay, and 
the Governor in Council of Prince of Wales’ Island, ' respectively, 
within the several towns of Calcutta and Madras, the town and island 
of Bombay, and Prince of Wales" Island, and upon all persons whom- 
soever resident or being thereig respectively, and in respect’'to all 
goods, wares, merchandizes, commodities, and property whatsoever, 
algo being therein respectively, and also upon all pérsons whomsoever, 
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whether British-born or foreigners, resident or being in any country ~ 


or place within the authority of the said governments respectively, » 
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a. -andbin respect,of all» pling aeidindinsssiiaaiaiaee 
Yan. |property whatsoevét, being in any, such country or place, and, also all 
See -orders and regulations. for the) imposition, levying, raising, ori.teco- 
é overing any such ‘duties, of customs or. other: taxes, or jin \.ahyways 
iM ‘relating thereto, and all. fines, (penalties, and forfeitures heretofore 
anaes ‘imposed:or leviéd by or under the authority of such governor-genera?  ” 
“@@ fweouncil and governors:in council respectively, for the .non- “payment 
. of such duties or, taxes, or for. the breach of any laws) or. 
,, heretofore made by such governor-general in council and governors 
* in council respectively, respecting such duties and taxes, shall be, and 
the same are herebyconfitmed; and ‘shall ‘be deemed to be as valid 
and effectual to,all intents and purposes whatsoever, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the several orders, regulations, and usages, 
a under which any ‘such duties, taxes, fines, penalties, and fo bipes 
have been imposed or levied, as fully and effectually as’ if the same 
had been imposed and made respectively under’ the provisions of an 
act, made in the last session of Parliament, intituled “Ai Act ‘for 
“4 continuing i in the Hast-India Company for a further’ term the’ ‘Pos- 
.“ session of the British Terrtories ‘in India, ‘together with 
“ exclusive Privileges; for establishing further ' Regulations" for 'the 
“& Government .of the said Tertitories, and the better Administration 
"« of Justice within the same; and for regulating the trade 't’and 
«« from the places within the limits of the said Company's | Charter; 4 
“any act or acts of Parliament or law to the contrary thereof in’ “aiiy- 
wise notwithstanding, and all arrears of such duties and taxes may be 
° demanded, levied, sued for, and recovered, and all penalties and, for- 
feitures for any breach of any such rules and regulations in relation 
to.any such duties and taxes shall and may be sued for, recovered, 
and enforced under the provisions of the said recited act, as fully and 
ctually as if the same had been imposed, made, incurred, or arisen 
the passing thereof. 
$2. (6) And be it further enacted, that all such orders,;, 0 ne ito 
regulations, usages, duties, taxes, fines, penalties, oa 
and forfeitures, shall be and remain in full force and demnified.. 
effect until the same respectively ‘shall be ‘repealed, 
altered, or varied, by any orders ‘or regulations made ani’ seeao 
io to: be made and ‘passed, under or by virtue of the said. recited 
act;,and all:persons who have been engaged: or concerned | in vad- 
vising, ‘passing, imposing, demanding, levying, or recovering ‘any, 
worders; regulations; duties, taxes, fines, / penalties, and dpe a 
shall:be and are hereby indemnified in respect,thereof, and ofa 
ceedings ‘and.acts shad, done, or. taken ‘under and according. RY 
true) intent and meaning of any such orders, regulations oF wage: 
eand all actions:.and: suits. whatsoever which’ have -been or het 
oshall be commenced, sued, or prosecuted, for or touching the veetit, 
“collection, or imposition of any such duties, taxes, fines, penalties, or 
a forfeitowres, shall be and become absolutely null-and void to all intents ° 


and 


& 
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whatsoever, save and except for the purpose of Fecover- Laws 


and parposes y 
~ ‘ing ‘any’ costs which may have been incurred in. fny such action,and => 
54 G00, a 
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which hath: ‘been or may be awarded to be paid by any, party ‘thereto : 
“provided always, that nothing herein contained shall éxtend to confirm — 105," 
any actor proceeding, or to indemnify any person or persons in, respect i 
“of any ‘act or proceeding, done without the authority or eontrary,to 

the true intent’and meaning of any such order, regulation, or usage, °, of. 
Me fer ree sogp en }y oo to ; 
OMAK Pe arg ; 
bas ed Jtsde jo Moise an | IM@D “ae 
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pon % Duty on East-India Goods according to Sale value.” <” 


Hy Ine of Be: (7) Provided, always; and be it further agi Pe a. " 
foment. thatthe value of goods imported by the East-India om So 
np ie z wale. «Company, and of all goods called “ Piece Goods,” 5 ny 
. articles manufactured of silk, hair, or cotton, or any mixture 
‘thereof, imported by any person into the port. of London, from 
places within the limits of the charter of the said Company, shall be ‘ 
_ ascertained, by the gross price at, which the same shall have been sold : 
_bya auction at the, public sales of the said Company ; and that such 
- goods shall be, Janded_and"secured in such places and in such manner 
as the commissioners of his Majesty's customs shall require, until the 
duties thereon shall have been duly paid, or the same shall have been 
duly exported. 


Eat Dida Company to sell’ Goods within three Years of Tiepbrtatiob. eg 


(8) And be it further enacted, that ‘the East-India Company ae § 22. 
‘tiny and openly expose to sale, and cause to be sold all ser 
so charged to pay duty according to the value thereof, Wyn = 
‘public aliction, in the city of London, within three years from’ 
‘importation thereof; and shall give due notice at the dati dan 
Sane to the officers appointed to attend’such’sales, of the’ time and 4 


thereof. tele m9 


vast Company may enter by Bill, of Sighty. elee, Private, 
bovagg: hrrg Importers. * 
Lidia via debt du- (9) Provided) always,. and be it further ecanctid § 25. 
tn ee pei that: it shall ‘be lawful: for the  East-India! Company " 
ae linet ‘without ‘making the proof herein-before required, to 
ra ang enter: by! bill of sight, to be landed .and. securédin 
ym Sta such’ manner’ as the commissioners of his: Majesty's 
ebonea> ‘customs shall require; any goods imported by them, J 
Sess Gompanys ‘and “also-any goods ‘imported by any. other’ person 
paisa “ ©o-frony ‘places ‘within the limits of the: charter of the 
sit Company. ‘with ‘the consent of such person, upon’ condition’ to 
eatise perfect entry ‘to’be madeof such goods within three months from 
‘the date ‘of the importation thereof; either to-warchéuse the sameor 


to 


1 


w 


me 
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paws! sopny the duties thereon wi in the times and in: the manner herein- 
3085. after mengioned ; (that is to sa: 7 ec ay rials erga 
, ; pee nt i: ses hiner ab pe 
eS , the Sale @f the goods’; and if such goods be charged to pay’ duty 
per according t6 the number, measure, or weight thereof, then’ 
ae cone! moiety’of such duties within six calendar months fom the ti ie 
* "a « the importation of ‘such goods, and the other moiety’ within 
n caléndar months from such time ; and such goods shall be seciléd in 
? such plices and in such manner as the commissionets of his Majesty’s 
customs shall require, until the same shall have been duly entered, 
? and the duties thereon shall have been duly paid, of*until the same 
’ shat! have been duly exported: provided also, that it shall be lawful 
, for any other person who shall have imported any goods from places 
ie within the said limits into the port of London, in like manner to 
enter such goods by bill of sight in his own name, upon giving 
snfficient security by bond, to the satisfaction of the commissioners 
of his Majesty’s customs, with the like conditions as are required of 
the said Company, for making perfect entries, and for selling at the’ 
‘ins sales of the said Company all such of the said goods as are called 
“Piece Goods,” and for the securing and the paying of, duties ; pro- 
vided such goods be entered by such bill of,sight, to be warehoused in 
some warehouse under the superintendance of the said Company, and 
™ in, which goods imported by the said Company may be scored it in 
manner before mentioned. 





oe” r sat Default of Payment of Duties. 

§ 26. 410) And be it farther enacted, that in default of In. default .of 
perfect entry within three months as aforesaid, or of Payment of du-. 
due entry and payment of duty within the times and ee pada 
in the manners herein-before respectively required, it 
shall be lawful for the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs to 
cause any such goods, in respect of which such default shall have 
been made, to be sold for the payment of such duties (or for expor- 
tation, if they be such as cannot be entered for home use) and 
for the payment of all charges incurred by the crown in respect of” 
such goods: and the overplus, if any, shall be paid to the proprietor ” 

East-India Company to pay Duties to Receiver-General. 


§ 27. (11) And be it further enacted, that the East-India Company shall 
pay into the hands of the Receiver-General of the Customs, every sum’ 
of money due from the said Company on account of the duties of: 
customs, at the respective times when the same shall become due; and 
that the said receiver-general shall give to the said Company a receipt 
for the monies so paid, on the account of the collector of the customs,” 
which receipt, when delivered to such Sr tem shall si weeree a: 
oh as cash. : tee 

: Goods 


* 
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end: Goods Wamaged on Voyage , ; ; Abatement of Duties. utie ts . sae 2 
dim to., (12). -And be:it further enacted, that if. on LAWS, 


Mvemade, _.. which are rated to pay duty according to the nym 
Measure, or weight thereof, (except certain goods he men- 5 
ned), shall receive damage during the voyage, an ‘abatement of ie 4 
‘such duties shall be allowed in proportion to the damage so receivéds 
provided proof be made to. the satisfaction of the commissidéners of 
his.Majesty’s customs, or. of any officers of customs acting*therein 
under their directions, that such damage was received after the goods” ¥ 

were shipped abroad in the ship importing the same, and before Seat | 

they. were landed in the United Kingdom; and provided claim to such 

abatement. of duties be made at the time of a first ia Ns ih . 
such Sey 0 ® 
Entry of East-India Sugar. ° pg . 


Suge from li. (18) And be it further enacted, that before any  § 36. 
oe ke Sugar shall be entered as being the produce of any 
oath to certifi. British possession in the limits of the East-India Com~ 
cate, ‘pany’s charter, the master of the ship importing 'the 

i same shall deliver to the collector or controller, @ cer 
tificaté ‘winder the hand and seal of the proper officer at the place 
where such sugar was taken on board, testifying that oath had been 
made ‘before him by the shipper of such sugar, that the same was. 
really and bond fide the produce of suck» British possession ; and such 
master shall also make oath before the collector or controller, thate 
such certificate was received by him at the place where such sugar We 
was taken on board, and that the sugar so imported is the same as is 
méntioned therein. 


Prohibited Goods being warehoused. 


(14),.Any goods of whatsoever sort may be imported into th § 53. 
United, Kingdom, to be warehoused under the regulations of any 
actin. force for the time being for the warehousing of goods, without, 
payment of duty at the time of the first entry thereof, or notwith- 
standing that. such goods may be prohibited to be imported into the 
United Kingdom to be used therein, except tea and goods from 
China in other than British ships, or by other persons than the East- 
India CONT... 

i Terms used in Acts. 

aa) Whenever the several terms or. expressions following § 115. 
oceur in. this act, or in any other act. relating to the customs, t dif 
same shall he construed, respectively in the manner hereinafter di- 
rected; (that. is. to say) that the term “ East-India Company” shall 
be construed to.mean the United,Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the, East-Indies; that the term “ Limits of the East- - 
India; Company's Charter” shall be construed to mean all places and 
seas eastward of the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan. 

‘ (16) And 
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Gd Elge in Steg hatter Mauritiu’ as West- 
be it further enacted, that, for the purposes of this o:. 






4am. * (16) 
" ag > thee Good Hope and the territories and dependencies thereof. 
*. giz.’ shall ed to be within the limits. aga conyey ° 
ey charter’; the Island of Mauritius kr be eres p: be one of, @ 
i * his Majesty’s sugar colonies, and placed upon the same mar in nab 
< oe as his Majesty's islands in the West-Indies. 
»# 


+, Produce of limits imported from Malta or Gibraltar.) 


$13. (17) And be it further enacted, that all goods thie preduce of places 
, within the limits of the East-India Comfipany’s. charter, having been: 
imported into Malta or Gibraltar in British ships, shall, upon subsequent 
4 importation into the. United Kingdom direct from thence, be liable to 
€ the same duties as the like goods would respectively be liable to, 
if et direct from some place within the limits of the said 

charter, 


Goede warehoused to be ‘heaps in three Years. 


-c. 112, (18) Beit enacted, that all goods which have been warehoused shall: 
$14 be duly ¢leared, either for exportation or for home usé, within three 

"years, and all surplus stores of ships within one year from the day of 

the first entry thereof (unless further time be given by the commis- 

sioners of his Majesty's treasury); and if any such goods be‘not so_ 

cleared, it shall be lawful for@he commissioners of. his Majesty's cus- 

» toms to cause the same to be sold, and the produce shall be applied 
to the payment of warehouse rent and other charges, and the overplus, « 
if any, shall be paid to the proprietor; and such goods, when sold, 
shall be held subject to all the conditions to which they were subject 
previous to such sale, except that a further time of three months from 
the date of the sale shall: be allowed to the purchaser for the Clearing 
of such goods from the warehouse ; and if the goods’so sold shall not | 
be duly cleared from the warehouse within such three months, the 
same shall be forfeited: provided always, that if the goods so to -be 
disposed of shall have been imported by the East-India Company, or 
shall be of the description called “ Piece Goods,” imported from 
places within the limits of their charter into the port of London, the 
same hall, at the requisition of the commissioners of customs, be 
duly exposed to sale by the said company at their next ensuing sale, 
and shall be then sold for the highest. price which shall be then ab 
lickly offered for the same. 
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hee Ae ‘ * ee . 4 ‘ : ety or yn’ 


EAST-INDIA DOCK COMPANY. , ' 





e ¢ 
In the year 1808, a measure was brought forward in Par- 
liament for the improvement of the port of London, which 
had specific reference tothe shipping employed by the East- 
India Company. It appeared to Parliament that the size of 
the vessels was far larger than others employed by merchants:in 
trade, and that many of them were equal in buik to ships of 
the Royal Navy, and that their cargoes were of great value and 
national importance. The system which then prevailed of 
loading and discharging the ships, greatly impeded. the na- 
vigation of the river; the cargoes were liable to plunder, and 
the public revenue was thereby defrauded to a considerable 
amount. A company, to be styled, “the East-India Dock 
Company,’ ”” was accordingly formed, with a capital of £200,000 

in shares af £100 each; £5 per cent. was to be paid on the’ 
capital raised, and when the docks were completed,’ the'Com- 
pany were empowered to grant in the whole £10 per cent. per 
annum, and they were also allowed to increase their capital to 
£300,000. Two general meetings of the Company of Pro- 
prietogs are to be held in the year; one in: the month of Ja- 
nuary, the other in the month of July, and all general meet- 
ings of the said Company are to consist of ten of the said 
proprietors at least, and to be held between the hours of ten in 
the forenoon and four in the afternoon. The number of di- 
rectors is thirteen,.of whom four are to be chosen out of the 
directors of the East-India Company. The four directors named 
in the act were John Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cotton, 
and William Thornton (now Wm. Astell), Esquires. In the 
event of any of the directors of the East-India Company, so no- 
minated, dying, or refusing to act, or shall cease to be a 
director of the East-India Company for the space of two suc- 
ceeding years, then the directors of the East-India Company 
are required to appoint another person out of the directors to 
be a director of the East-India Dock Company. The directors 
Y continue 


*\ 
wi 


309 EAST-INDIA DOCK ‘COMPANY...’ 

6 é 
contiritte in office for three years: the election is to be held the 
second Monday in the month of July in each year. A’ ‘chair- 
man ‘and deputy are to be appointed ; nine proprietors of ten’ 
shares’ may require an extraordinary general meeting of the. 
Company, and the directors are required within ten days 
after delivery of the notice to call such general meeting+-not 
sooner than seven days, nor later than oné calendar month 


after the notice :— ~ 
Five shares give onte vote, 
Fifteen....... eevee tWO Votes, 
Thirty ...000scseee three votes, 
Fifty .seccseseees four votes. 


The Chairman has the casting vote, whether the matter or 
thing discussed is decided by the majority of votes then present 
or by ballet. - 

All ships and vessels dia India or China are sto unload and 
discharge the whole of their cargoes within the docks. If at 
any time East-India ships cannot be admitted into the docks, ~ 
the commissioners of the customs may authoriz “g the car- 
* goes of those particular ships to be discharged “elsewhere. 
Outward-bound East-India ships may load in the docks or 
below Limehouse Creek. 

The directors, or any five, may make by-laws, rules, orders, 
regulations, for the docks, &c.; but a general meeting of 
the Company may alter and annul any of them. Certain 
rates are fixed for ships using the docks; the rates may be 
lowered by” the directors and raised again, but not’ toa 
higher rate than is expressed in the table of the act. 

In 1806, the Company were permitted to increase their, 
capftal to £400,000. 

No other than East-India vessels to use the docks wrivsiat 
consent of the Lords of the Treasury. 

Caravans are to be provided for the East-India Company 
or the conveyance of all goods, wares, and merchandize to 
the Company’s warehouses in London, which caravans are 
subject to approval by the commissioners of his sp Aa 
customs. 

For more effectually securing to the East-India Dock Com- 
pany the rates granted by the 43d Geo. III, cap. 126, and 

46 Geo. 
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pr,° « 

46 Geo. TIT, cap. 113, it was provided, in 1813, by the 53d 
Geo? III, cap. 155, sec. 28, that the said rates should be paid 
before goods are delivered to the owners or consigneés,*and 
that if the rates on goods are not paid to the East-India 


Dock Company before unloading, they may be sent to. the 
East-India Company's warehouses to be sold, and the rates 


deducted from thé purchase-moncy. 

In 1814, the Last-India Dock Company were empowered to 
increase their capital to £500,000, and the Directors were 
empowered to build warehouses on the banks of such docks. 


LAWS. 


Directors ofthe (1) And be it further enacted, that John Roberts, 
said Company. Stanhen Williams, Joseph Cotton, and William Thorn 
ton, Esquires, four of the directors of the East-India Co y, and 
their successors,.to be appointed in manner herein directed, together 
with Sir William Curtis, Baronet, John Atkins, Henry Bonham, Abel 
Chapman, Joseph Huddart, Richard Lewin the younger, William Wells 
the younger, Robert Wigram, and John Woolmore, Esquires, nine 
of the members of the said East-India Dock Company, and their suc- 
cessors, to be appointed in manner herein directed, shall be and be 
called «* The Directors of the East-India Dock Company.” 

East-India Dock Company. 


Subsequent ap- (2) Provided always, and be it enacted, that in case 
peintments “of , the said John Roberts, Stephen Williams, Joseph Cot- 
(by the Direc. ton, and William Thornton,* or any of them, or any 
tors of the-East- person or persons to be nominated or appointed in his 


India Co; : ‘ R 
in : rr ay) or their room or stead, as a director or directors of the 
those who shall said East-India Dock Company, shall diepor refuse to 


die, refuse act in the execution of this act, or shall cease to be a 
disqualified. director or directors of the said East-India Company, 
for the space of two succeeding years, then and in every such cage 
the directors of the said East-India Company shall, and they are hereby 
required to nominate and appoint, in such manner as to them shall 
seem right and proper, some other person or persons, out of the Direc- 
tors of the said East-India Company, to be a director or directors of 
the said East-India DoclyCompany, in the room or stead of the direc- 
tor or directors of the said East-India Dock Company so dying, re- 
fusing to act, or ceasing to be a director or directors of the said East- 


India Company, for the space of two years; and every person so 
nominated 


e 
* The present Directors are— 
William Astell, Esq., M.P. Edward Parry, Esq. 
Sweny Tpone, Esq. Campbell Marjoribanks, Esq. 
\ ¥ 2 
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nominated and appointed shall have the like powers and authorities, 
and shall be subject to the like rules, regulations, and restrictions, 
as the person in whose room or stead ‘he shall be maiepenneeapand 
appointed. | 
Rates to be paid for Ships using the Dock. 

~ (4) And, in consideration of the great charges and expenses which 
the making, building, erectingy and providing of such docks, basons, 
sluices, bridges and other works authorized and intended’to ‘be made 
in'pursuance of this act as aforesaid, and the supporting, maintaining, 
and keeping of the same in repair for the future, be Tt further enacted, 
that there shall be payable and paid to the said East-India Dock 
Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or ageitts, for the use of 
the said East-India Dock Company, for every ship or vessel ‘entering 
into and using any dock or docks, bason or basons, or other works’ to 
be made by virtue of this act, by the master or other person having 
the charge of command of such ship or vessel, or by the: owner 
or owners thereof, the several and wrk rates following” (that 
is to say)— “ 

For every such’ ship or vessel (except country ships or vessels here- 
in-after described) entering inwards, and unloading her cargo ‘in the 
said docks, and loading her cargo outwards in the said docks, the rate 
or sum of fourteen shillings per ton, according to the register tonnage 
of such ship or vessel, to be paid within ten days after. such’ ship or 
vessel shall be cleared inwards : 

For every ship or vessel built in the East-Indies (called country 
ships) and navigated by lascars (not less than two-thirds of her crew 
being lascars), entering inwards, and unloading her cargo inthe said 


‘docks, and loading her cargo outwards in the said docks, the tate or 


sum of twelve shillings per ton, register tonnage as aforesaid, to be 
paid within ten days after such ship or vessel shall be cleared inwards; 
the last-mentioned rate being two shillings per ton Jess than the rate 
on other ships: or vessels, in consideration of the expenses of and in 
the maintenance of the lascars whilst such country ships or vessels 
are unloading: 

For every ship or vessel loading outwards in the said docks, being 
a hew ship, or not having upon her last arrival unloaded ‘inwards 
therein, the rate or sum of four shillings per ton, register tonnage 
as aforesaid, to be paid before such ship or vessel shall depart ‘from 
the docks. 

In case any such British, or country, or ether ship or vessel, having 
unloaded her cargo in the said docks, shall remove from the said 
docks before loading any cargo outwards, and shall not ‘load any 





cargo outwards in the said docks, there shall be allowéd and returned, 
in respect thereof, the sum of two shillings out of every such four- 
teen shillings or twelve shillings respectively, to bf repaid’ before 


such ship or vessel shall sail from the said port of Lo don, — 


And 
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~-And'in case such ship or vessel shall have completed her regular 
number of voyages, or ‘shall not be continued in the East-India 
trade, there shall be allowed and returned, in respect thereof, for” 
the last voyage of such ship or vessel in such East India trade, the 
sum of four shillings out of every such fourteen shillings or twelve 

ings respectively, to be. repaid within one calendar month after 
such, ship or vessel shall be removed from the dock, 
» And there shall also be payable and paid to the said East-India 
Dock Company, or to their collectors, receivers, or agents, for their 
use, for all, goods, wares, and mercliandize, imported or brought 
from the: East-Indies or China, which shall be landed, unshipped, 
or discharged from on board of any ship or vessel entering into and 
using any of the said intended docks or basons, by the East-India 
Company, or by any other owner or owners, consignee or consignees 
of such goods, wares, and merchandize respectively (over and above 
and besides the rates herein before granted and specified) the rate 
following, (that is to say)— 

For all goods, wares, and merchandize imported or brought from 
the East Indies or China, or coming from the East-Indies of China, 
and unloaded in the said docks, the rate or sum of two shillings per 
ton (such \ton to be estimated and calculated on all goods, wares, 
and merchandize whatever, according to the usual and accustomed 
mode of.estimating and calculating tons of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize by the East-India Company), which rate or sum shall be 
,paid. in respect. of all such goods, wares, and merchandize so im- 
ported or brought by or for the said East-India Company, within 
three months after the ship or vessel containing such goods, wares, 
or merchandize shall be cleared; and in respect of all such goods, 
wares, and merchandize so imported or brought by or fer any other 
person or persons, such rate or sum of money shall be deducted 
out of the produce of such goods, wares, and merchandize, at the 
sales thereof, by the receiver of the East-India Company, and shall 

y him be paid over to the collector or receiver for the said East- 
ndia Company as soon after such sales as the account of such 
privileged or private trade of such goods, wares, and merchandize 
can be made up. 

Which several rates or sums of money shall be accepted and reed 
for and in.satisfaction of the use and convenience of the said docks, 
and all charges and expenses of the navigating, mooring, unmoor- 
ing, removing, and management of such ship or vessel, from her 
arrival at the entrance into the said docks until such ship or vessel 
shall be unloaded and removed from the said docks, and also the 
~ unloading or unshipping of her cargo and stores within the said 
docks, and also for the loading of her cargo and stores within the 

| docks, together with the use of the light dock for any space of 
time, not exceeding six calendar months from the time of unloading 
such ship-or vessel, in case there shall be sufficient and convenient 
x¥3 ‘ space 
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yea for the reception of such ship of vessel in ‘such light dock 
during such six calendar months; and all such rates’ shall be and are 
hereby vested in the said East-India Deck Company, and their suc- 


” cessors, executors, administrators, and assigns (holding for the time 


being shares of the aforesaid capital stock), as their. own proper mo- 
nies, for the several purposes herein mentioned ; and" such several 
rates shall be paid to the officer or officers, or person or persons, 
appointed to collect and receive the same as aforesaid. 

Caravans to be provided by the East-India Company: 

(5) And, for the purpose of preventing frauds _being committed 
on the revenue in the conveyance of goods, wares, and merchandize 
from the said docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, be it further 
enacted, that the said East-India Company shall, and they are hereby 
required to provide and maintain such and so many covered carts, 
waggons, or caravans, as to them shall seem necessary, for the pur- 
pose of safely conveying all goods, wares, and merchandize, from 
such docks, wharfs, quays, and other works, to the warehouse ‘or 
warehouses of the said East-India Company; and all such covered 
carts, waggons, and caravans, shall .be provided with such locks and 
keys, and shall be fitted up and secured in such manner as shall be 
approved by the commissioners of his Majesty’s customs for the time 
being, or three or more of them. 

Rate for Wharfage and Loading the Caravans. “ 

(6) And be it further enacted, that in consideration of the costs, 
charges, and expenses of making and maintaining such wharfs and 
quays, and of employing labourers and workmen for the loading or 
placing of goods, wares, and merchandize, in the carts, waggons, or 
caravans herein-mentioned, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
East-India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be de- 
manded and taken, to and for their own use and benefit, of and from 
the East-India Company, or other owner or owners, consignee or con- 
signees, of such goods, wares, and merchandize respectively (over 
and above and besides the rates granted and specified in the said re- 
cited act, made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present 
Majesty), for the wharfage of such goods, wares, and merchandize, 
and for loading or placing the same in the carts, waggons, or caravans 
as aforesaid, the rate or sum of two shillings for every ton-of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, such ton to be computed in the 
manner set forth in the said recited act, made in the forty-third year 
of the reign of his present Majesty: and that it shall be lawful for the 
said East-India Company, or their Court of Directors, upon sufficient 
cause being shewn to them, from time to time to increase the said last- 
mentioned rate in such proportions, not exceeding in the, whole one 
shilling for every ton of such goods, wares, and merchandize, in ad- 
dition to the said rate or sum of two shillings for every ton of such 
goods, wares, and merchandize, as to them shall appear just and 
reasonable : provided always, that nothing herein contained, shall au- 


thorize 
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* . 
thorize the, said East-India Dock Company to make any charge, or 
receive any compensation for the labour of landing such goods, wares, 
and merchandize, of the said East-India Company, or those to be de- 
livered into their warehouses; but such work shall be considered as 
compensated for by the tonnage rate or duty granted by the said last- 
mentioned act. 

East-India (7) And be if further Sea ity that in consideration 
Dock Company of the costs, charges, and expenses of making and 
to receive such 
rates for convey- Maintaining such wharfs and quays, and of employing 
ing sha be aged &c. labourers and workmen, and for carrying and convey- 

ing such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, articles, 
matters, and things, to or from the said docks, basons, 
and other works, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said East- 
India Dock Company to demand and take, or cause to be demanded 
and taken, to and for their own use and benefit, such rate or rates, or 
sum or sums of money, for the wharfage, and for carrying or con- 
veying such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, or other matters or 
things, or any of them, to or from the said docks and basons, or for 
any other service as shall be required by the East-India Company, or 
the owners of the East-India Shipping, for the accommodation or 
convenience of the said shipping, as shall be mutually agreed upon 
between the said Company of Proprietors, or their directors, and the 
proprietor or proprietors of such goods, wares, merchandize, stores, 
or other articles, matters, or things, or the said East-India Company, 
or the owners of the East-India Shipping. 
Rates to be paid before Goods delivered. 
(8) And, for more effectually securing to the Bast- 
1 Bars, granted India Dock Company the rates and duties granted, and 
Dock Company, made payable to them by two several acts, one passed 
by 43 Geo. 3, in the forty-third year of his present Majesty, . intituled 
io Be pala pate. «An Act for the further Improvement of the Port of 
goods are deli- « London, by making Docks and other Works at 
Mine: pel pitibe « Blackwall, for the Accommodation of the East- 

“« India Shipping in the said Port;” and the other, 
passed in the forty-sixth year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act for altering and enlarging the powers of an Act 
** made in the forty-third year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
«« for the further Improvement of the Port of London, by making 
« Docks and, other Works at Blackwall, for the Accommodation of 
“the East-India Shipping in the said Port:” be it further, enacted 
that all the rates and duties by the said acts granted and made pay- 
able to the East-India Dock Company, for or in respect of any goods, 
wares, or merchandize, shall be fully adjustéd, settled, and paid to the 

said. East-India Doek Company, or their collectors or receivers, before 
» such goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be delivered. to the ewner 
or owners, or eomuignes or consignees thereof. 
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1806, 
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If Rates not, paid, Goods to, be sent to, East- India Semoreate Hore a 
- houses to be,sold. ; 

(9). Provided always, and be it further enacted, that tela 
th case any goods, wares, or merchandize, shall. be re rie ty wr 


- cleared or discharged from any ship or vessel before aor Co 


nae 
the rates and duties payable to the said East-India before» unload- 


, th be 
Dock Company in respect of the same Shall have been ings they aR 


fully discharged, then it shall be lawful for the, said IndiaConopany’s,. 


East-India Dock Company to cause such goods, wares, tres wibeaed 


-or merchandize, to be sent to and deposited in the chalibededucted |), 


warehouses of the said United Company, and to be sold “from the _pur- 
under the order and authority of the Court of Direc- pert og 
tors of the said Company, on the account of. the proper owners, 
thereof; and the rates and duties. payable to the said East-India Dock 
Company i in respect of the same, and the reasonable expenses of send- 
ing and depositing the same as aforesaid, shall-be deducted and paid 
to the said East-India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, 
in such manner as is directed by the said act of the forty-third year * 
of his present Majesty, with respect to the rates or duties thereby 
made payable; any thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 
Dock Company may build Warehouses, &c. 

(10) And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the said 
directors, from time to time, by themselves, their deputies, agents,, 
servants, and workmen to build and erect, or cause to be built and . 
erected, such and so many warehouses, wharfs, quays, cranes, sheds, 
and engines, as they shall think necessary and proper, along the 
banks of or adjoining, or near the several docks and basons made and 
to be made by virtue of the said recited acts, and in this act, con- 
venient and sufficient for the trade and business of the said docks, for 
both homeward and outward bound ships, and for the landing and dis-, 
charging, lading, and shipping of any goods, wares, or merehandize, . 
that shall or may at any time or times be legally landed or. shipped 
at the said docks. 

Tea and other Goods. 

(11) Provided also, and be it enacted, that it shall Tea and. other 
be Iawful to and for the said East-India Company to geome maybe. 
land or cause to be landed any chest or chests of tea, acer gg 
or other goods, wares, or merchandize, subject or liable | ravans "to i 1 
to be weighed, for the purpose of ascertaining the duty pda! 
or duties to be paid thereon, being the property of or’ Company with. 
belonging to the East India Company, or belonging out out sy as 
to or the property of individual or individuals, ¢y" " “a 
commonly calied or known by the name of “ Privileged _ 
and Private Trade,” or of any other description whatsoever, from ‘any ; 
ship or ships, vessel or vessels, within the said docks und basons, ri 

upon the said wharfs and quays, or any of them, and to convey the. he 
same in such covered cart or carts, waggon or waggons, caravan or 
““carayans, - 


» EAST-INDIA DOCK COMPANY. 329°. 


cartivans, and to ‘deposit such chest or chests of tea, and other goods, Laws. _ 


wares, and merchandize, so subject and liable to be wei hed as 
aforesaid, in’'the warehouse or warehouses of thé East- i 

pany, without sucli chest or chests of tea, or other such goods, wares, 
or merchandizé respectively, being weighed or liable to be weighed 
by ‘any officér’ of his Majesty’s,customs or excise on the landing 
thereof: provided always, that the proper officer or officers of the said 
East-India Company shall, and he and they is and are hereby required 
to weigh or cause to be weighed every such chest or chests of tea, and 
all'such goods, wares, and merchandize, as soon as possible after the 
same respectively shall be brought into such warehouse or warehouses, 


in the presence of the officer or officers of his Majesty's customs or 


excise then on duty at such warehouse or warehouses respectively, 
‘As to Landing, Entering, Bonding, and Sale of Goods. 

For securing (12) And whereas many valuable goods and arti- 

small’ packages cles are imported from the East-Indies and China 


in , Rast-India 


ships, in small packages | and parcels, and to prevent the loss 


of the same; be it further enacted, that every com- 


hi, 


—— 


Com- 46 ond 3, 
c rg 


1814. 
54 Geo. 3, 
c. 228. 


mander of a ship or vessel in the employ of the said United Company, — 


or énguged in private trade, shall, within ten days next after he shall 
leave his last consigned port in the East-Indies or China, in the pre- 
sence of two or more of the officers of such ship or vessel, collect all 
such ‘small packages and parcels, and cause the same to be put into 
a case Or cases respectively containing not less than six cubical feet, 
and cause the contents of every such case to be marked on the outside 
thereof, and that a register of every such transaction shall be entered 
in the log-book, and a copy thereof annexed to the manifest delivered 
at the Custom-House; and that every case containing such small 
packages and parcels shall be sent to the East-India Company’s ware- 
houses in the order and condition hereinbefore described ; and every 
commander neglecting to put any small package or parcel into such 
case as aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a sum 

not éxceeding one hundred pounds. 
IY ekkiiher (13) And be it further enacted, that in case any 
and bonding goods, wares, or merchandize, the produce of any, place 
goods the or places within the limits of the East-India Company's 
oa “InduCom- charter, shall be brought into any of the said docks or 
basons, on board of any ship or vessel, and shall not 


be, duly entered at the Custom-House in London, and also at such 


other office of hig Majesty’s reveoue.as shall be required by law, within 
sevefi days next after the ship or vessel importing the said goods, wares, 
or merchandize shall have entered the said inner dock, then and in 


§ 14. 


every such case the directors of the United Company of Merchants _ 


of ‘England, trading to the East-Indies, or some officer or officers 
appointed by’ them for that purpose, shall, and they are hereby required, 


on the next ensuing day (not being a Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good _ 


Friday, 0 or a day appointed by his Majesty's proclamation for the pur- 
pose. of a a general fast or thanksgiving) to cause such goods, wares, 
or 
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54 Geo. 3, 


c. 228, 
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§ 16. 


. 


or merchandize to be duly entered.at. the Custom-House, or other 
proper revenue officer, and thereupen te give security according to law 
for the payment of the duties to which the same shall be subject. 


(14) And be it further enacted, that all ships and Goods bonded, 
vessels arriving in the said inner dock shall be cleared #4 Prohibited 
and discharged with all convenient speed, and all Janded, to be 

wares, and merchandize imported in private ee East- 
trade, which shall be landed therefrom, and which shall Jarchouses 
be bonded by the said United Company as aforesaid, or Application — of 
otherwise howsoever, and which are prohibited goods, ‘8 gent a 
shall, without loss of time (unless the contrary shall be fast. IndiaCom- 
ordered by the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s P#”y's sales. 
treasury, or any three or more of them, as hereinafter mentioned), be 
sent to and deposited in the warehouses of the said United Company, 
who shall account to the said East-India Dock Company for the 
rates and duties payable to them in respect of the same; and such 
goods, wares, and merchandize shall be sold, under the order and 
authority of the Court of Directors of the said United Company, on 
account of the proper owners thereof, and the duties of customs and 
excise, and the rates, charges, and expenses payable to the said East- 
India Dock Company, in respect of the same, shall be deducted. and 
paid to the proper officers of his Majesty's revenue, and to the said 
East-India Dock Company, their receivers or collectors, by the said 
United Company ; provided always, that the said United Company 
shall not be or be deemed liable to the payment of any freight for” 
any such goods, wares, or merchandize, so deposited in their ware- 
houses, ‘beyond the nett proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, on such sale as aforesaid, after retaining and defraying the ware- 
house rent, costs and charges of landing, sale and management, the 
dock dues and duties payable to his Majesty in respect thereof; and 
the master and owner or owners of any vessel from which any such 
goods, wares, or merchandize shall have been landed, shall have the 
same lien upon such nett proceeds of such goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, for the freight thereof, as they shall have been entitled to upon 
the same goods, wares, and merchandize, before the landing thereof, 
orif he or they shall give notice in writing of his or their claim or 
lien before such nett proceeds shall have been paid over’ to the con- 
signees or owners of such goods, wares, or merchandize. 

\ (15) And be it further enacted, that the said United East-IndiaCom- 
Company shall, and they are hereby required, at their Pars ‘®. remove 
own proper costs and charges, to provide proper and Janded. 
sufficient caravans or cafriages, lighters or craft, with 
sufficient servants or workmen ready to remove or carry away any 
goods, wares, and merchandize, to be deposited. in their warehouses 
when and as soon as the same shall be landed in the discharge of any 
ship or vessel in the said inner dock, and to cause all such goods, 
wares, arid merchandize to be forthwith removed and curried away 
accordingly. 


ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT... 


By the charter of King William, granted in. 1698, the 
Company. are required to maintain ministers in India; and 
it is likewise provided, that no such minister shall be sent 
out until he shall have been approved of by. the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of London, for the. time 
being. It is under this restriction that the Court of Directors 
have, from time to time, nominated chaplains to their several 
presidencies of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Prince of Wales’ 
Asland, St. Helena, and to their factory in China. At that 
period it was required that all ministers sent to reside in India 
should learn within one year of their arrival the Portuguese 
language, and should apply themselves to learn the native 
language of the country where they might reside, the better 
to enable them to instruct the Gentoos, servants of the Com- 
pany, in the Protestant religion, 

As the period approached when the renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusive privileges came under the consideration of 
Parliament in 1813, petitions from yarious parts of the kingdom 
were presented to the Legislature, praying that provision 
might be made for the resort to India of missionaries, and 
other persons, who might be desirous of proceeding to that 
country, for the purpose of introducing amongst the natives 
useful knowledge and religious and moral improvement.” 

Amongst the resolutions submitted by Lord Castlereagh to 
the House of, Commons, in 1813, there was one declaring it to 
be expedient that the church establishment, in the British terri- 
tories in the East-Indies, should be placed under the superin- 
tendance of a bishop and three archdeacons ; and that adequate 

‘provision 
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provision ‘should’ be made from fhe ‘territorial | revertues’ of 
India for their maintenance. It “was at» the: ‘same time 
remarked, that provision ought to be made for the main- 
tenance’ of some members of the Scotch church. “On | an 
assurance that every disposition would be shewn»by the East- 
India’ Company to ‘support the Scotch church ‘in India, the 
proposed resolution was agreed to. The 49th and: four fol 
lowing sections of the 53d°Geo. III, cap. 155, were accordingly 
passed, providing that should his Majesty be pleased, by his 
letters-patent under the great seal, to erect, found, and consti- 
tute one bishoprick for the whole of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and three archdeaconries, certain salaries should be 
paid out of the revenues at a specified rate of exchange; ‘to 
commence fromthe time the ‘parties respectively take upon 
them their several offices. ; 
‘The letters-patent were accordingly issued on the 2d’ May 

1814, by which the British territories in India were consti- 
tuted and ordained to be a Bishor’s See, to be called the 
Bisuorrick of Caicurra; and to be subject and subordinate 
to the Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury, in the same manner 
asany bishop of any see within the province of Canterbury, 
except in the matter of appeals from judgments, decrees, 
and sentences pronounced by the Brsuor of Caucutra. The 
bishop has full power to confer the orders of deacon and 
priest, and to perform all the other functions peculiar to a 
bishop, and by himself, or by his commissary or commissaries 
to exercise jurisdiction, spiritual and ecclesiastical, in and 
throughout the see and diocese, according to the ecclesias- 
tical laws of England; and to grant licence to officiate to all 
ministers and chaplains of all the churches or chapels, or 
other places within the diocese wherein divine service may 
be performed, and to visit such ministers with all manner of 
jurisdiction, power, and coercion ecclesiastical, that may be 
requisite. And for aiding the bishop an archdeaconry is 
established at the three presidencies of Fort William, Fort 
St. George, and Bombay, subject and subordinate to the 
Bishop’s see. The archdeacon is appointed the commissary 
of the bishop within each archdeaconry. After the death of 
either of the said archdeacons, the bishop is invested with power 
Hid a 
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"to collate to the office of atchdeacon,. in-all times to.come, any 
priest, being one of .the Company's chaplains :resident in 
India. In the event of the death of the bishop, the functions, 
of the see are to beexercised, as far as’ by law they may: be, 
by the Archdeacon of Calcutta; or in the case of a vacancy of 
the said archdeaconry, then by the Archdeacon of Madras} 
or the Archdeacon of Bombay, or by two clergymen of the 
church of England, resident within the diocese, as may be 
directed by the governor-general in council. During a-va- 
cancy, of either of the archdeacons, and till the bishop shall 
collate a.successor, the duties are to be performed by one 
of the chaplains of the presidency; and if no chaplain »be 
there, then by a discreet minister in priest’s orders) of | the 
church of England, to be nominated by the governor, in 
council of the presidency. The Court of Directors, their 
respective governments, and others, are to aid and, assist the 
bishop and archdeacons in the execution of these premises; 
The bishop is to appoint a registrar at each presidency, All mat- 
ters are to. be judicially examined and proceeded in_ before 
the bishop, or his commissary or commissaries, The judges of 
the Supreme Court at Calcutta, and the members of council 
there, are constituted the King’s commissioners delegate, to. 
hear appeals, any three of whom, one being a judge of the 
Supreme Court, have power finally to decide and determine 
such appeals in as ample manner and form as the commis-~ 
sioners appointed under the great seal, by virtue,of the statute 
of the twenty-fifth of Henry VIII: one of the judges, con- 
curring in the decision on any appeal. 

If any archdeacon or chaplain be deprived of his office, or 
be suspended. therefrom, or subjected to ecclesiastical, punish- 
ment, or censure, a copy of the sentence promulgated is to be 
transmitted by the bishop, or his commissgries, to the Govern+ 
ment,,,The, supreme ¢ourts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bom- 
bay, . have the power of interference by writ. of peohibition, or 
mandamus: -) 

/The proyisions of the seyeral charters whereby. oa 
tical. jurisdiction, is given to the said Courts of Judicature 
and, Recorder’s, Court. respectively, so. far as the same. does 
not appertain to the correction of clerks, or the spiritual, su- 

perintendance 


. 





dir tiaticaiccdauhcanligentess it he pealed ; 
-. ‘or altered. The bishop and archdeacons are, 


dies corporate, and empowered to hold Jands, and the Di 
to have a corporate seal. The powers of the several governs 


as to the residence of persons in India, are not in ‘any way. 


abridged or limited by the letters-patent. The power of récale 
ing the bishop is vested in the.King. The resignation of the 
bishop is to be by instrument under his hand and! seal, | ' deli- 
vered to the King’s commissioner delegate, and to be by hin 


accepted and registered ; the resignation of the archdeacons anil ~~ 


their successors, by a like instrument, delivered to the Bishop 
of Calcutta, for the time being. The bond fide expenses of 
the bishop’s visitation to the several presidencies in his diocese 


~ are borne by the Company. Although the bishop has power, 


to grant license to ministers to officiate, it does not appear 
that his Lordship has power to appoint, at his discretion, thie 
Company's chaplains to particular stations in his diocese. 


In 1821, a correspondence took place between the Supreme. 


Government and the Government of Madras, at. the instance 


of the Bishop of Calcutta, as to the establishment of a Con-_ 


‘sistorial Court at the latter presidency, and also at Bombay. : 
The legal opinions obtained in Bengal were in support of 
such right; for although the term consistory courts does not 


occur in the letters-patent, a jurisdiction is given to the: bishop... 


and his commissaries to act in such a manner as constit 
them judges with very great powers, which cannot. be’ € 
‘eised except in a court; and the Consistory Court is defined 





‘to be the court, Christian or Spiritual Court, which every - 


‘bishop has, and which is held before his chancellor ior his) 
‘commissary, for all ecclesiastical causes within his diocese. 
“The authorities referred to in this country entirely concurred 


in the opinions given at Calcutta. The jurisdiction, although 
- limited in ‘its nature, must be exercised judicially in all grave - 
_Mhatters-of correction; the consequences to individuals may. be» 


of the most serious nature, as the power of the bishop or his 


_ commissary extends to deprivation ; and the proceedings. must 


' ‘eonsequently be had in curia, and not in camera, eg 


mish arson Dr. Middleton was the first ihe nonwined A 
est rs Rite. 





Hb aahded on the 8th uly 1922, : 
His ‘successor, ‘the Reverend Dr, Heber, was spice on : 
the Lith. “May 1823, and proceeded to Calcutta in that year. . 

_ Phe archdeacons nominated by the letters-patent were 
© The Reverend Henry Lloyd Loring, Calcutta; 

The Reverend John Mousley,......... Madras; 

The Reverend John Barnes,............ Bombay. 

Mr, Loring died in September 1822, and was succeeded by 
the present archdeacon, the Reverend Dr. Corrie, in De- 

cember 1823. 

Mr. Mousley died in August 1819, and was succeeded by fe 
present archdeacon, the Reverend E. Vaughan. 

The Reverend J. Barnes retained the office of Archdeacon 
of Bombay in 1825, but there is reason to believe that’ Mr. 
Barnes i is on his way to Europe. 

© “The salary of the bishop is fixed at £5,000 per armum, 

“aes Bitartés of the archdeacons £2,000 per annum ach. 
The salaries commence from taking office. The bishop and’ 
archdeacons are respectively entitled to passage-money and 
pensions. —(Vide Salaries, Passage-Money, Pension, &c.) 

The respective chaplains at the several presidencies are ap- 
pointed by the Court of Directors; they are divided ‘into two” 
classes, viz. senior and junior: each chaplain, after eighteen 

years’ sérvice in India (ten of which at a military station), in- 

cling thre years for one furlough, is allowed to retire —_ 
the pay of major. 

’, ‘After eighteen years’ service in China, including pict year 
furlough, ‘£200 per annum. 

“After ten years’ service in India, and ill-health not pevinkeeiny 
acontinuance in the service, the half-pay of major; after seven 
years’, the half-pay of captain. ms 

ae has ‘allready been observed, that the attention of the ean 
any would be given to the appointment of Scoteh chaplains,’ 
rt of Directors have accordingly nominated two clergy- 

men of the Church of Scotland to each of the ie ss of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. 

“Doubts having arisen as to the validity of marriages so- 
* Temnized within the British territories in India by ordained 


° ministers 
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: * iS “List of the Ballot not to contain more hick’ siz » Nini: 


*  gix new directors shall be chosen, and shall continitie to’ to tae 


ae ty 









y shall be made on the ‘second Wednesday iti. the mo 
mh every: yam Cacque uth. Tag RUB a :ecot ain 


Sic Diver tobe chosen aly. ai: 


'(2) At every subsequent election, during ‘i7¢ 
tinuance of the charter of the said United C iad Conan, SS, Ec 


be directors for the term of four ‘years, and no longery Weipa 
to be accounted from the day on which the election av - 
of such directors was respectively made; and in case the bhice and 





_ authority of any such director shall become void byWeath, ‘removal . 
__ or otherwise, another shall be chosen from time to time, in his : 


to serve as a director during the remainder of such térm ‘for 
the person whose office shall have become void was Sa ‘and 
longer. « + 
Persons who have held Office in India to be resident two Hoan in England. 
“(8) And it is hereby further enacted, that no person No’ person ei, 
of persons whatsoever, employed in any Civil or mili- pire i ; 
tary station, office, or capacity whatsoever, in the East- 5. chosen a ; 
Indies, or claiming or exercising any power, authority, ‘rector, “until he ~ 
or jurisdiction therein, shall be capable of being’ ap- *%s! =e 
pointed or chosen into the office of director until such land for : 
person or persons shall have returned to and been re- years:: * 
sident in England for the space of two — any law or wenge to 


_ the contrary notwithstanding. 
i _ ac YY $68 
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“aye 7 Si 
Seven Months’ Notice to be given of annual Elettione; ie hai 


, , i is ordained, that previous to every annual election of ‘dis 
, at least seven months’ public notice shall be 
id two printed lists of the names of the members who appear u 
‘to vote shall be ready to be delivered, the first at least five'n bs 
the second at least fourteen days before the aay’ of pesk! ee 
Ti oe 
List of Candidates to be published thirty Days before Bln 
' That a list shall be published thirty days before the annual l 
‘ +4 Directors, containing the names of such proprietors, qu 
agreeable to law, as shall signify in writing, to the seoretaryy “pee 
-desire of becoming candidates for the direction thirty-two aes 
» Such annual election. be 
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» That i in all elections to be annually made ot ss tiacne Oe 
» in pursuance of the act of Parliament of. the 18th year his 
Be SS eo: TN t.: 

* aay rags Yad fy 











oh cA ’ 


ec Mbriney aide ui tty sellal gute © 
st sh tren. teoctved for any, election after. iia? 


up according tothe time prefixed. noe 
lit: jor Vites, for Diverre Lots to be arto. Ol ay 


{2 ; 
























all, have. an equal number of votes, the election in ‘st 
be ‘determined by drawing lots in the General Court i in” 
: such scrutiny shall be reported. 
* “sella: = Mistakes in Names, Scratingers to deterwins % " yeti, 
peta ‘onthe scrutiny, two or more pefsons qualified for the cap 
office. have the same christian and surnames, and. are not,dis-- A ee he 
ed by their additions ; or if a wrong christian name in any fics be 
ed to,a surname, when but one person of that surname. en ee 
d;or literal mistakes are made in christian or surnames: in © 9) 
'the'said. cages, the majority of the scrutineers may. deters a oe 
Pg ‘the person, or persons so intended; but in case of the ye 
_ Meers ‘being-equally divided, the question shall be decided by caning tae 
ease wai Wag 
“ RM, Votes shea by indivets Means render incapable of Offices. SS 
‘That if any member of this Company shall by menaces or pro- | 1, 
» Maa, alone transfer or transfers of stock, by any fee, present, _ 
rewards or remuneration, under the plea of defraying travelling» 
“vunder ‘any other plea or pretence whiatsoever, directly 
ly»\-obtain or endeavour to obtain, any vote for the election niga a 
ot.any other, to be a director, and be declared guilty. OS yates 
al. Court to be called for that purpose, such. person ¢ ej 
ereafter of holding any office, the qualification for whic 
> the regulation of the General Court, and if a by 
liable to be removed from his office. 
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Tar administration to estates of persons dyidiy? in’ “the - 
East-Indies, .is. regulated by the acts of the 39th and 40th 


‘/Geo, IIT, cap. 79, and by the 55th Geo. III, cap,84,,, An act _ 


was’ also passed in 1825, 6th Geo. IV, cap. 61, regulating 
the distribution of the effects of officers and soldiers dying “in 
service, and the receipt of sums due to soldiers WithOue *tikthg. 
out letters of administration. 
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~* Registrar of Ecclesiastical Court to apply for Letters of Administratidh. 


From’ Mute a 


LAWS." 


(1) And whereas great inconveniencies have arisen 
from the practice of granting letters of administration 


“by the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 


‘ William aforesaid, in cases where the next of kin, or 
#0079, § 21) 


any of the creditors of the deceased, do not apply for 
_ the same, to pefsons calling themselves friends of the 
"deceased ; be it therefore further enacted, that, from 
“and after the first day of March, which will be in the 
_ year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one, 


1801, ‘whenever 
any British, sub- 
ject shall ‘die 

within either of 
the, presidencies 
or _ subordinate 
territories, andno 
next of \kinyor 
creditor shall ap- 
pear, the m 

of the edclesias- 
tical court. shall 


' ait 
oS ag 


* whenever any British subject shall die intestate within 
either of He peslialeles of Fort William, Fort Saint me aoa ay oa 
_ George, or Bombay, or the territories “subordinate ‘4 
“to either of the said presidencies, or to become ‘subor- soles pide vey 
“dinate thereto, and on return of the citation to’ be ' 
“issued from the proper ecclesiastical court, no next of into. cota PO 
kin or-creditor shall appear and make out ‘their claim’! >" 
_ to the administration of the effects of the ‘intestate’ deceasedy tothe 


“satisfaction of the said court, it shall and may be lawful for the'register 


2 such court respectively, and he is hereby required ‘to apply’ for, 

d such court is hereby required and directed to grant such "letters © 

delige endd, or of admitiistration, as to such court shall seem niet, 
y virtue whereof such’ register shall colleet the assets ‘of the deveased, 

~ and shol! bing’ then for safe eustody’into'sueh eourt)atd account 
* fot 
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“for them regularly, in like manner as he is now by law provided fh Sait. 
cases where assets are vested in the hands of any officer of the court, ake 
under or by virtue of the equitable jurisdiction of any such court. 39 and 40 

When any next (2) Provided always, and be it further enacted, that fo. 53 3, 

of ee edt: wat any, next of kin or, creditor, who. 4 the time "52% 

heist wee ie f'the return’ of the above citation, ‘shall’ have’ been eae 

shall make ‘out absent in Europe or elsewhere, shall make and establish te 

ces their claim to the administration of the assets of such 

nistration.to the intestate, the letters ad colligenda, or of administration, 
“se ee ee granted by virtue of this.act to the said register, shall 

ters granted to be recalled, and administration in due form granted to 

» fhe claimant. such next of kin or creditor respectively. 7 


(HOE bie Letters of Administration to Attornies or Exeoutors: | 


© (8). Ard’ whiereas’ by an act passed in’ the thirty-ninith and fortiéth — 1815, 
yéar of the. reign of his present Majesty, intituled, “An Act ifor 5 ar * 
establishing further Regulations for the Government of the British a 
. territories jin India, and for the better Administration of Justice within 
~ the same,” it was enacted among other things, that whenever any 
British subjects should die intestate, within either of the presidencies “ 
‘of Fort-William, Fort St. George; or Bombay, or the territories sub- + 
ordinate or to become subordinate thereto, and on return of the cita- 
tion to be issued from the proper Ecclesiastical Court, no next of kin & 
Sorcreditor should appear and make out their claim to the administra- itt 
Ronit the effects of the intestate to the’satisfaction of the said court, 
ould\and might be lawful for the registrar of such court, and he 
Was’ thereby required to apply for, and such court was thereby directed , 
to. ‘Brant, letters ad colligenda, or of administration, to such registrar, 
“in menner ‘asthe said act set forth: and whereas the said act doth . 
_ not expressly provide for the cases of executors or administrators, “or 
persons entitled. to administration, as herein-after mentioned,’ not “a 
ent within the jurisdiction of such courts, who may have appointed 
attornies resident, or being therein ; and it hath been doubted. whether 
“the'said courts were not required under the said act, to grant letters 
‘ad colligenda, orof administration, to their registrars, in preference to + 
‘“attornies.so:appointed ; and it is fit that such doubts be removed ; 
‘eit’ therefore, enacted and declared, that when the executor or 
» administrator lawfully appointed, or the person entitled to adminis- . 
: “tration as’ext.of,kin or residuary legatee with the will annexed, of 
“any person deceased, whose effects shall be subject to the jurisdic- 
»tion; of,any. of ,the said courts in respect to the granting of administra- . 
ytion, not; being; resident within the jurisdiction of, such court, shal! 3 
have! appointed or shall hereafter appoint, either by power of "attorney 


under ,(seal,, .or.by.any other sufficient authority, to be shewn to the * 
satisfaction of the said;court, any person or, persons resident ¢ or being tig? 
.bwithin, such ‘jurisdiction, to act for such,executor or administrator, or - 
wperson entitled to administration, as aforesaid, in collecting or: dlminis- ; Py R 
We z4 tefing ©, a 
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ae “ee ay manner the effeets of the deceased, eh plies peace 


® 


“e. B44 


7 


gor® 


$3. 


ted shall be entitled ‘to obtain letters ed colligenda, ot gt 


@ — “ 
ee acliniethntabe either general or special, as the tenor’ of’ ‘such authority, » 
’ and the naturé‘of the case may require, preferably to the registrar of ~ 


such court, and all other persons to whom’ such executor or adminis-" 
trator, or'persons entitled as aforesaid, would have had a preferable. 
claim, if personally resident within the jurisdiction of the said courts)" 
’ Making void Letters of Administration to Registrar. 4) 699) 
(4) And be it further enacted, that where any such letters ad colli>n 
genda; or of administration, shall have been granted to the registrar of \: 
such court, and application shall be afterwards made by any pen 
or persons 8@ appointed as aforesaid for the revocation: thereof, im: 
order to grant other letters to such person or persons, ‘the letters/so» 
granted to such registrar shall be revoked, unless it shall appear tothe 
said -eourt that there has been unreasonable ‘delay,’ either! inthe 
transmission of the authority under which sucli: application ‘is. made; 
or‘in making such application: provided always, that when. any letters 
ad colligenda, or of administration, shall have been actually granted to: 
the registrar ‘of any such court by virtue of the act’ herein-before 
recited, and shall be revoked on the applicationof such attorney or: 
attornies as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such court, if they: shall: 
think fit, to direct that the whole or part of any commission, in respect 
tothe administration of assets which may arise or become due by” 
virtue of any reasonable custom, obtaining within the jurisdiction of 
such court, shall be allowed to such registrar out of any assets which 
may have come to his hands, regard being had to the trouble and 
responsibility actually incurred, and to the service rendered: by ‘the 
said ‘registrar in the collection of such assets: provided, also, that 
nothing in’ this act contained shall be construed to render:necessary » 
the taking out of Jetters:ad colligenda, or of administration, from! any» 


» of the courts aforesaid, by any such attorney or attornies, otherwise, 


than it would have been if this act had not been made; and that no- 
claim or right-to any such commission in respect of administration of 
effects as ae shall be deemed to accrue to any sucli attorney Or 
attornies by reason of letters ad colligenda, or administtation, ‘taken’ 
out’by him or them in virtue of such authority as aforesaid, ior any” 
other or further commission than would have been ‘payable 'to“hitn or’ 
them as agents, either according to the usual and ergeerigereit gee : 
such an agency, or by special agreement. "i 

(5) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that ~ ‘Not’ to ani 
this act shall not, nor shall any thing herein contained, sony aed : 
in anywise prejudice or affect the rights, claims, actions, ‘proba ai A 
suits, or appeals of any person or petsons being en- aint K: 

‘to or claiming to be entitled, either as principal perked sh 

or principals, attorney or attornits, to thé probate or have died’ before 

* probates 


“ 


SHOT A TTR EANDIAY A goalie y 345)". 
thes passing «of ‘brobates of any wile or wills, codicil or codicils, .or “vAws. - 
he sae og og letterswd.colligenda, or of administration, of the goods, ... es : 
chattels, and effects of: any person or persons who, shall. have died 55 Geo, 3 A 
before the passing of this; act; nor the rights, claims, actions, suits, , “Sh 
or appeals: of any person’ or-persons claiming or suing, or,to claim or was 
sue/for the recall or repeal of any letters. ad colligenda, or of adminis-,.. 
tration, gratited of} the goods, chattels, or -effects, of any. person ,er | 
persons who shall have died before the passing of this act, which may 
have been,or ‘shall be ‘granted’ to any such registrar as herein-before 
meiitioned : nor tothe rights; claims, ‘actions, suits, or appeals of 
any person-or persons claiming, or to claim as executors, legatees, or» 
« nexteof kin »of any \person or persons who shall have died before the 
passing of this act, in any way relating to the goods, chattels, pro- 
perty;:estate, or effects of such deceased person or :pérsons, or to the 
transactions, acts, ‘deeds, neglects, defaults, -intermeddlings,, or. ac- 
counts of any, such registrar relating to ‘any such goods; chattels, 
property, \estate; or effects, or under or by pretence: of any letters 
ad:colligenda, or of administration, which may have been granted to, 
him ;)nordn any way to.entitle any such registrar to any commission; 
compensation,’ or allowance in. respect of any thing done or to;be:: « 
done by-him: in relation to the goods, chattels, debts, credits, estate, 
or effects: of any person or persons. who shall have. died before the: 
passingof this act, which he would not, have been entitled to if this): r 
abt:had/not:been: passed; but every person being entitled to or claim- 
ingyany such» probate or probates, letters-ad c-“ -nda, or of adminis- 
tration; or to;have any such letters ad colligenDSf or of administration, 
recalled:|or:repealed, or having or being entitled to or claiming on. 
claim «any such cause or -causes of action, suit, or appeal, shall. be» 
.*  entitledothereto, and, all benefit and advantage thereof; :and: to proses)e Pi 


cuteiand carry on the same, in the same manner, as he, she,ior they « Bou 
would: have been entitled if this act had not been-passed. © sidelodi ° © 
SEH gIIO 1m : ott, to 2 
. * . . . we 
Registrar when appointed forget net to enter in a Book separate, 


26 noiestainiis Itt ° ; 
(6)-And, be ,it further enacted, that in all cases in, which.the, — ¢ ,. 
registrar of any of the said courts shall be, appointed. administrator . 
under.the aforesaid act, besides filing an inventory and ,account-cur;,, ver 
rent according; to the tenor of the administration bond and the,usual,, sw 
course ,of the. Ecclesiastical Court, he. shall enter into.a book,tobe, .« 
‘kept by him.for that purpose, separate and distinct, accounts, ofeach, ui 
estate, and.of al! such sums of money, bonds, and other securities for ty; 
; re tate effects and things, as shall come to his haiids, or tothe ~~ ‘ a 
hands of any persons employed by him or in trust for him by. virtue of: 


© any,letters ad.coliigenda, or of administration,, granted to him, un r & 

: the’ authority of the, said act, and likewise, of all payments made by, .  « 
‘him, for. or, on.account.of the, said estates,and, of all debts due by or, = g 
aatndiorg : ‘ to i z 
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Mawes. \to'the same, specifying the: dates ods receipts ce tepdlaig: 


oe 


Rong 3, ‘Shall be open’ for’ the inspection of all: such persons; practitioners:in. ‘8 


'pectively ;| which’said book shall’be kept in the:registrar’s office, and 


064, '§5. the said courts, or others, as may have occasion to inspeéct. the samé, 


at office hoursy paying such reasonable fee as may: be fixed therefore 
by» the ‘said courts, and no more; and the said registrars shall twice 
in every year; that is, on the first day of March and’on the twenty- 
second ‘day of October, or on the ‘first day after those: days ‘on which 
their respective courts shall be sitting, exhibit and deliver ins open 
court, a true'and perfect schedule of all sums of magey; bonds,/or 
other securities, received on account of each ‘estate remaining’ tinder 
their charge, together with the payments made thereout, and the 
balances ; apd also of all administrations whereof the balances shall have 
‘been paid over to the persons entitled to the same, sincé’ the’ eriod 
of exhibiting the last schedule, specifying the amount'of such, balances, 
and the persons to whom paid; which schedules’ shall be) filed of 
record in the said’ courts, and shall within fourteen days afterwards. be . 
published in the gazettes of the presidencies within which:such courts 


are respectively situated, by the said registrar, who shall likewise _ 


catise copies thereof, in triplicate, to be delivered to'the chief secre- 
tary at such presidency, and the same shall be transmitted by. the 
respective governments at such presidencies to the Court of Directors 
of the East-India Company, who, upon the receipt thereof, shall 
cause the same to be published in the London Gazette. wHNIG 


ss cers’ and Soldiers’ Effects. 


(7) Whereas the transmission to regimental agents Officers ‘and’ 
or other persons, of the effects or proceeds of effects orhors authosteetd 
* of officers and soldiers dying im his Majesty's service,“ of wat™ to’ take 
or in the service of the Company, has been found Pe ype 
highly beneficial in securing an early distribution of ‘sotdiers enipow- 
such effects among the relations of such officers ‘and | ered !:to! collect 
soldiers at small expense, and many sums are thereby spd ries the 
saved to the relations of soldiers, which would other-' taking out'letters 
wise be, from their small amount, wholly lost ; and it Son pete 
is, therefore, expedient to render the provisions of the f ats 
said recited acts, relating to such matters, more effectual’: be it theré- 
fore enacted, by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and’ with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Conti 
mons, in,this present Parliament assembled, and by ‘the authority'of 
the same, that it shall be lawful for all officers and persons), who n 
be iaplyadl or required, by or under the authority of any a 
war, in force for the time ‘being, either for the officers or. soldier: 


diers in 


the’ service ‘of his Majesty, or for the European officers’ ob-aphieed ‘ 


in the service of*the said Company,’ to take care of or collect, or 
superintend and direct the collection of, ‘the effects of officers or sol- 
diers dying in service out of the United Kingdom; to “ask;*demand, 
‘and ~ 


r 


x» 


ae 
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ataelanveng, such effects, and to paiva prosecute; and,carry’ LAWS, 


ia. anyactions or.suits, for the recovery. thereof, ‘without, taking oat 
letters of, administration, either, with, any will annexed or other- 
ise, in')like, manner, in.every respect, as if such officers. or persons 
het been.appointed executors, or had taken out letters of adminis- 
ottation,of such; effects ;.and. no registrar of any court in the East- 
Andies, or elsewhere, in any colonies or possessions of his. Majesty 
‘abroad, shall in. any. manner interpose in relation to any such effects, 
unless required or authorized so to do by any such officers or persons 
‘under. thé provisions of this act: any act or acts of Parliament, law, 
Statute, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 
alt ban i 
iy says d . ein _ Letters of Administration unnecessary. > 
eats ite . (8), And be it further enacted, that such effects or 
not'to 


deta proceeds of effects, when remitted to any regimental 


‘jasséts within the agent, or other person, under any order or regulation 


1825. 
6. Geond, . 
C2 61y°§ Ls 


§ 2. 


Hep aie ae of the secretary at war in that behalf, or of the mili- 


‘Téside, So ds 
torenderadmi- tary, secretary to the government of any of the Said 


parenee neces- Company’s presidencies, respectively, shall not, by 
jn Eg reason of coming into the hands of such agent or per- 
edn te deemed.or taken to be. assets or effects within the province 
inwwhich/ such. agent or person shall reside, so as to render it necessary 
that. administration should be taken out in respect thereof in such 
province, unless administration of any other effects of the officer or 
soldier, to whom the proceeds so remitted shall have belonged, shall 
have been or shall be taken out in such province ; and it shall be law- 
ful forthe secretary at war, in all cases relating to the effects of any 
officer or soldier in his Majesty's service, and for the military secretary 
to. the, government of. the presidency, tc which the deceased officer or 
soldier'shall have belonged, in all cases relating to the effects of any 
European officer or soldier in the service of the said Company, to 
order that!,any| such effects or proceeds of any such effects shall be 
remitted to any other place where the same can be more conveniently 
paid over to, the person or persons entitled thereto: and the obedience 
tovany ‘such ‘orders by any agent or person, to whose hands any such 
effects shall come, shall be a sufficient discharge to such agent or 
person; and no, such agent or person shall be liable to any action or 
suit, by, reaso n of any such effects or proceeds of effects having been 
in, his hands, and thereafter transmitted under the order of the secre- 
tary at, war, orjmilitary, secretary, respectively in that behalf. 
vsSarphis’ onlys-* (9) And, be it further enacted, that it shall"be lawful 
Hinata of, for the secretary at war, in the case of ahy officer or 
iaeeve fess Bec “to Soldier in his Majesty’s service; and for the, military 
~ bes dame, the ,séeretary, to ‘the, government of the presidency, to 
ate 4 which..the deceased. officer or soldier shall have be- 
-lue “vo wolfe longed; inthe case of any European. officer or soldier 
‘ib«the,/service of the.) said Company, to order or direct. the payment 


tnt of 
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§ 3. 


LAWS. 


1825. 
6 Geo. 4, 
c. 61, § 3. 
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of any charges or expenses attending or relating to the illness or 
funeral of any such officer or soldier, out of any effects or proceeds 
of effects, or out of any arrears of pay or half-pay; and that such 
charges and expenses, together with ail regimental debts and military _ 
payments, which may be allowed under the Prominent a act or 
acts of Parliament, or articles of war, made in pursuance théreof, shall 

be made out of such effects or proceeds of effects, or arrears of pay 
or half-pay, and the surplus only, after such payment, shall be deemed 
the personal estate of the deceased:~ ° 
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Aut persons holding shares in the capital stock of the East- 
India Company are denominated proprietors. The books of the 
Company are open at all times for the admission of British sub- 
jects and foreigners: no distinction exists as to religion, profes- 
sion, or sex. No proprietor is competent to vote, who has-not 
been for twelve months possessed in his or her own right of stock 
to the amount of one thousand pounds, except the same shall 
have been acquired by bequest, marriage, the custom of the 
city of London, or by settlement. 

£1,000 stock gives one vote. 
£3,000...00..0000eeestWO Votes. 
£6,000..........eee.three votes. 
£10,000 ...... and upwards four votes. 

No proprietor can give more than four votes whatever may 
be the amount of his or her stock. Infants or minors are not 
qualified to vote. Proprietors of £500 stock are permitted to 
be present at General Courts. 

The directors of the Company, or the major part of them, 
are required to summon and appoint four General Courts, at 
the least, in every year, to be held in the months of March, 
June, September, and December. In the event of a General 
Court not being held in either of those months, by default of 
a majority of the directors, three or more directors may sum- 
mon a General Court to be held in the month next after that 
in which the same should have been holden upon the summons 
of the majority. At such quarterly courts, it is competent for 
proprietors to propose any question in accordance with the 
Acts of Parliament and By-laws. 

The directors of the Company are empowered further to 
summon General Courts.as often as they shall see cause. 
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public notice of their intention to hold a General Court, “at 


; may hold one accordingly at the expiration ‘of ten” 


the date of such notice. It is not necessary, for an} eet 
number of proprietors to be present to constitute a General” 
Court. 


Instances have occurred in which the Court of Directors | 


have made a quarterly General Court special—at the Fequest ” 
of two or more proprietors—for the purpose of the ‘said’ 
proprietors introducing to the Court’s notice some subject” 
not contemplated when the General Court ‘was originally” 
summoned: but it is to be observed, that such a proceeding is” 
entirely a matter of discretion on the part of the’ directors, 
and does not arise from any right conferred by law in the’ 
proprietors to require a General Court to be made special.” 


With respect to the hour of meeting, the constant"practice 


has been to summon the General Court for eleven’ o’élock!” 
The meetings, however, have not usually taken’ place ‘until” 
twelve. When an earlier time of meeting has been required, " 
the advertisement has specified eleven o’clock precisely. =" 

The General Court have always been invested with the~ 
power of electing persons to direct and superintend the manage-’ 
ment of the Company’s affairs. Persons so elected may be ; 
removed by the General Court for mismanagement. 

It rests with the General Court to declare the dividends bn 


the capital stock of the Company, in the exércisé ‘6f “which” 
power, they are, however, restrained by various legislative 


enactments. —(Vide Dividends.) ) bewertsed 
The Genéral Court are also empowered ’to framé by-laws, 

rules, and regulations, for the good government of the’ eure 

India Company ; and such by-laws, provided they’ do not inter” 


fere with enactments of the legislature, ‘are binding “apo thie” ‘ 


rsdti0k 


members and directors of the Company. 


In virtue of by-laws framed under the provisions pene "= 
gislature, the General Court have a control over grants by the 
Court ©» 


et 


*. 
‘It is also competent ‘to nine proprietors duly Pqitdiitied ae? 
before-mentioned, to require the Court ‘of ‘Directors’ to ‘con-" 
vene a General Court: and if the Court’ of’ Directors fail to” 
convene one within ten days from the date of such’ “reqtti- ' 
sition, then the nine propriétors may themselves ‘isi 
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Directors of any sum of money exceeding £600, by 
way. of gratuity, and of any increase to a salary or pension. 
beyond , £200 per annum. - 
» > All grants exceeding those amounts to any one person, are 
subject t to confirmation by the Board of Commissioners for the 

_ Affairs of India. 

Inthe year, 1793, the legislature specially vested in the Court 
of*Directors and the Board of Commissioners the adminis- 
tration of all matters relating to the civil or military govern- 
ment or revenue of India; and parliament at that time provided, 
“ that no. order or resolution of the Court of Directors touching 
or concerning the civil or military government or revenues of 
India, after the same shall have received the approbation of 
the Board of Commissioners, shall be liable to be rescinded, 
suspended, revoked, or varied by any general Court of Pro- 
ptietors.” 

Although thee General Court have ceased to interfere in 
the;,origin, or progress of measures connected with the go- 
vernment of India, they may be considered to have de- 
legated, not abandoned, their concern in the sovereignty of 
that vast empire. Instances have occurred in which particular 
measures have been discussed, and even revised by the pro- 
prietors; and whenever success has crowned the British arms 
in the east, the General Court have been forward to bestow the 
tribute of their applause to those statesmen and warriors whose 
services. have been brought before them, which tribute has 
frequently been accompanied by a more substantial expression 
of their gratitude. 

Whenever, there is any proceeding in Parliament which in 
the opinion of the Court of Directors are likely, to affect the 
rights, | interests, or privileges of the East-India Company, , the 
General Court is to be specially summoned to take into con; 
sideration such.proceeding before it pass into a law, No by- 
laws, can, be ordained, altered, or repealed, nor.any grants of 
money made out of the Company’s cash, without the consent of | 
twoGeneral Courts specially convened, of the first of which courts 

ie fourteen days? notice must be given. ' Various accounts, relating 
% Re. me ear of the Company, are required to be laid before the 
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General, Connty as well as copies of all:papers pcndsined di par= 
liament ;* likewise all proceedings of the Court. of Diregtors 
when ships may have been taken up under private contract: « ) | 

The chairman of the Court of Directors is,eo-eficio,chairman \_» 
of the: East-India Company, and consequently presides atall » 
meetings of the General Court of the Company. By invariable» 
usage, the chairman introduces to the notice of the General 
Court all business arising out of measures adopted by the Cofirt 
of Directors, as well as all motions founded “ipon their recom- 
mendation. 

The form of proceeding usually adopted in the General Court 
is nearly similar to that used in the House of Commons; every’ 
motion, excepting the previous question, or that of adjourn- 
ment, being open to amendment, 

Questions in General Courts are usually decided in the rst 
instance by shew of hands, of the result of which the chairman | 
is to judge; but if any proprietor doubt the correctness of such 

dcision, he may call for a division ; in which case.the pro- 

prietors present qualified to vote, divide accordingly, tellers , 

being appointed. If, previously to the question beingwput,nine., 
members present and duly qualified should desire an appeal to 
the proprietors at large, they may demand a decision on the 

question by ballot. This proceeding, however, cannot be taken, , 
on questions of adjournment, nor on the previous question, nor 
on! amendments; upon which questions the court decide’ either 
by shew of hands or by a division. 

A ballot cannot be taken within a less period than twenty- 
four hours after the adjournment of the General Court, in which 
it may have beep determined to proceed to the ballot; nor ean 
a ballot begin later than twelve o’clock, nor close eens than 
six o'clock. 

All questions, excepting the previous question, or one of sity 
journment, must, if required, be stated in writing, and the General 
Court cannot be adjourned or dissolved without.a question... 

It is to be observed that the quarterly courts are the only 
courts for general business, at which subjects not previously 
advertised may be introduced for discussion, such. subjects. 
must, not involve potas in, which a. nepal tiotice is — 
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a= % . 
paddy the’ by-laws; ‘such «as ‘grants of money; ‘the for-’ 
givingpoffences, &e: On questions affecting the grant of money, 
it is not competent’ ‘toa proprietor without fourteen days pre~’ 


_Viousnotice of /his,intention, to move as: an amendment the ; 


ete a larger sum'than is specified in the original notice! ® 
Pe f f , 
age LAWS. en. * 
oD To be called a General Court. 


(1)? And we do further, by these presents, for us, our heirs’ Laws, 
and successors, give and grant unto the said English Company’ —- 
trading) tothe East-Indies, and their successors, and we do hereby PR ne tng 
ordain, will, and appoint that it shall and may be lawful to and, Wiliam, 
for all and every the members of the same Company hereby 
established, . from time to time, to assemble and meet together, 
at any convenient place or places, for the choice of their di- 
revtors;\and for making of by-laws, ordinances, rules, orders,‘ or 
directions, for the government of the said Company, or for-any others” 
affairs or business concerning the same ; and that all the members of . 
the same Company, or so many of them as shall be so assembled, 7 
shall be and be called a General Court of the said Company or cor- 
poration, which court shall assemble and meet at such times and in 


such 'thanneras is directed. 
General Courts, to be held quarterly. 


(2) And we do hereby will and appoint, that the said directors, or 
the major part of them for the time being, shall from time to time, 
and they*are hereby required so tv do, to summon and appoint four 
General, Courts atleast in every year ; whereof one to be inthe-monthy, 
of December, another in the month of March, another in the month 
of June, and another in the month,of September. 

In failure there- — (3) And we do further will and appoint, that if at 
oS, sae, any time or times there should be a failure of holding a 
mot. “General Court in any of the said months, by default of 
thé'directors; ‘or the major part of them, that then and so often, and 
in every such case, three or more of the directors of the said Com- ; 
pany. shal and may,,summon and cal] a General Court, which shall 
meet and be holden in the month next coming after the month in 
which the same should have been holden upon the summons of the ; 
majority of the directors aforesaid. 


via ori az 


sohovees woottine Proprietors may demand a General Court. ‘i ae 

A (A general pate (4) . And moreover, we do by these presents, will, 
Ole en’; direct, and appoint, that the said directors, or ‘he 
iin dette, major’ part of them for the time being, shall, from tine’ 
nten days, to time; upon demand to be made by any nine or more 
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1698. 
Coaarter of 
William. 


1613. 
53 Geo, 3, 
ce. 155, 

§ 88. 


1793. 
33 Geo. 3, 


§ 23. 


of the said members, having each of them five * hun- and in‘default’~ 
dred pounds, or more, interest or share of the said porttitor é 
stock, within ten days after such demand, summon and summon, and 
call such General Courts to be held of the members of map Shen eeeney 
the same , Bagi qualified for electors as aforesaid ; management. 
and in default of the said directors, or the major part of them, to . 
summon and call such court, it shall and may be lawful to and for thes, 
said nine or more members, having each five hundred pounds stock as 
aforesaid, upon ten days’ notice in writing, to be fixed upon the Royal 
Exchange in London, to summon and hold a General Court, and there 
to do and dispatch any business relating to the»government or affairs 
of the said Company, and to hear and debate any complaint that shiall 
be made against any director or directors for mismanagement in his or’ 
their office or offices, and if such director or directors shall not clear 
him. or,themselves of such complaint to. the satisfaction of the major 
part of the members of the same Company in the said General Court 
assembled, that then within ten days another General Court shall’be 
called; and held as aforesaid of the members of the same Company, 
qualified to vote as aforesaid, finally to determine the same by the: 
majority of their votes as aforesaid, who may remove or displace all 
or any of the said directors for such misdemeanours or abuse of their: 
offices, and elect and choose others in his or their room’ in. manner 
before prescribed; and in every such case, where any director or dis 
rectors shall happen to die or be removed, or his office shall otherwise 
become void before the expiration of the term for which he shall have 
been elected, the major part of the members of the same Company 
to be assembled in a General Court, and being qualified as. aforesaid 
shall and may elect and choose any other member or members of the 
said Company, qualified as aforesaid, into the office of such diréctor 
or directors that shall so die or be removed, or whose office shall be- 
come void, which person so to be chosen shall continue in the said 
office until the next usual time hereby appointed for election, and 
until. others shall be duly chosen and sworn, unless he shall be re- 
moved as aforesaid. 
Gratuities. 

(5). The approbation of the General Court. necessary to any gratuity 

exceeding the sum of £600 to any one person.— Vide Gratuities. 


Orders of Directors and Bourd of Commissioners not revotable by 
General Court. ait 

(6) And be it further enacted, that no order or reso- ~- Orders’ of the 
lution of the Court of Directors of the said Company, Ditectors;touch- 
“A A ae was uen, civil or 
touching or concerning the civil or military govern-. military govern 
ment, or revenues of the said territories. and acqui-. is fa 
sitions in India, after the same shall have received the. ™*” * eee 


approbation 


* £1,000 by 13 Geo. III, cap, 63. 
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Lm som ~ approbation of the Board of Commissioners for* the 
cable by the pro-. Affairs: of India, shall be liable to be rescinded, sus- 
prietors. pended; revoked, or varied by any General Court of 
Proprietors of the said Company. 2 i 
Servants ‘absent from India beyond five Years. * 

(7) Three parts in four’ of the proprietors assembled in General 
@ourt must concur, by ballot, in permitting a civil servant to return, 
after having been absent from India more than five years.—( Vide ®er- 
vants, Civil and Militar y.) 


‘ Shipping. 

(8) In cases of unforeseen exigency, ships may be engaged by the 
Court of Directors, for one voyage, by private contract; but the 
reasons for taking up such ship or ships are to be reported to the 
Court of Proprietors that shall be next holden after such hiring and. 
taking up. 

(9) If a ship be lost or captured before the completion of her fifth 
voyage, and on investigation the commanders and owners of such ship 
shall be fully acquittéd from all neglect or misconduct in respect of 
such loss by eighteen directors; and on the same being reported to a 
General Court, of which eight days’ notice shall be given, and three 
parts in four of the proprietors voting shall confirm the said reso- 
lution; another ship may be built in the room of that lost or captured: 


—(Vide Shipping.) 


All transfers 
made in acollu- 
sive manner to 
qualify voters at 
cleetions; and 
all bonds, cove- 
nants, &c. with 
persons in trust, 
shall -be null:and 
void.— Penalty 
on persons who 
shall vote by vir- 
tue of collusive 
transfers at- any 
election, and 
shall afterwards 
re- transfer, the , 
stock in conse- 
quence of any 
trusts, &e—Af- 
ter October 1, 
1778,.no pro- 
prietor shall vote 
at,any-election of 
directors in. re. 
spect of stock 


srountog. to 
less than £1,000, 
® 


Voting in General Courts, :c. 


(10) And whereas it has been found, that the pro- 
vision made by the charter of the tenth year of the 
reign of King William Ill, under which persons pos- 
sessed of five hundred pounds stock are intitled to vote 
in general courts, has been productive of much incon- 
venience in the present situation of the Company, and 
tends to promote the mischievous practice of making 
collusive transfers, which practice hath not been suffi- 
ciently prevented by the provision made by an act of 
the seventh year of his present Majesty's reign, whereby 
the right of voting is limited to persons having been 
six calendar months in possession of their stock; be 
it further enacted, that all transfers of stocks whatso- 
ever made to any person or persons, in any fraudulent 
or collusive manner, on purpose to qualify him, her, or 
them, to give his, her, or their vote or votes, at any 
eléction of members of the Court of Directors, or in 
arly General’ Court of the said United Company (sub- 
ject, nevertheless, to conditions or agreements, either 
verbal or in writing, to defeat or determine such trans- 
fers, or to re-transfer or return the same), shall be 

2a2 deemed 
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1818. 
56 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, § 8. 
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deemed and taken against those persons who trihs- nor until he shall 


‘ _ have been pos- 
ferred the same, as free and absolute, and be holden cosa heat 


' 13 Geo, 3, and enjoyed by all and every. such Person OF \PeTSOMS twelve calendar 


c. 63, § 3. 


® 


*to whom such transfer shall be made, as aforesaid, months, certain 
freely and absolutely acquitted, exonerated, and dis- ee 
charged of and from all manner of trusts, conditions, powers of revo~ 
cation, provisoes of redemption, or other defeazances between or wi 
the said parties, or any other person.or persons in trust for them; an 
that all bonds, covenants, notes collateral, or other securities, .con- 
tracts, or agreements, between or with the said parties or any, other 
person or persons in trust for them, or any of Them, for the re-trans- 
ferring, redeeming, revoking, or defeating such transfer, or for the 
restoring or re-transferring thereof, or any part thereof, to any person 
or persons who made such transfer, or to any other person ag persons 
in-trust for them, or any of them, shall be null and yoid to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever : and that every person to whom such transfer 
shall have been made, and who shall have voted by virtue, thergef.at 
any election of members of the.Court of Directors, or in any General 
Court of the said United Company, and who shall, afterwards re-trans- 
fer or return the same, in consequence of any trust, condition, powers, 
of revolution, proviso of redemption, or other defeazance whatsoever, 
as aforesaid, shall for every such offence, forfeit the sum of one 
thousand pounds; one moiety whereof shall go and be disposed of to 
any person who shall sue for the same, and the other moiety to his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors ; to be recovered, together with full 
costs of suit, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information in any of 
his Majesty’s Courts of Record at Westminster, wherein no essoin, 
privilege, protection, wager of law, or more than one imparlance, shall 
be admitted or allowed: and that, from and after the first day ‘of 
October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, no membér 
or proprietor of the said United Company shall be deemed qualified, 
or capable to vote, or be admitted to give any vote or votes, at 
any election of Directors, or at any General Court of the said 
United Company, in respect of any stock amounting to less than one 
thousand pounds, nor in respect of any stock transferred to him, her, 
or them, after the said first day of October, one thousand seven -hun- 
dred and seventy-three, until he, she, or they shall have been:poss 
sessed of such stock twelve calendar months in his, her, or their own 
right, and not in trust for avy other person or persons whatsoever, freed 
and discharged of all incumbrances which can or may affect the.same, 
unless such stock shall have been acquired, or shall havé «come to 
such proprietor by bequest, or by marriage, or by succession. toany 
intestate’s estate, or by the.custom of the city of London, or by. any 
deed or settlement after the death of any person, who.shall have been 
entitled for life to the dividends of such stock: any Jaw, statute, or 
usage to the contrary notwithstanding.—( Vide Ballot.) team 


palsy 


o 


ee? vee BY-LAWS. 


* 
Sihead Hiri: + a ‘ 
rity BY-L A Ws. 
Admission to General Courts. hed 9 


Tiem—it is ordained, That no person be admitted to be bs resent at By-Laws. 
c. 8, § 5. 


any General Court, who sha’! not, ut the time, be posses: of ‘five 


hundred pounds stock. 
Forms of Proceeding by Ballot in General Court. 

‘That if at any General Court, nine of the members present, duly 
qualified to vote, shall demand a ballot for determining any question, 
except for adjournment or the previous question, er an amendment, 
such question shall be put by the ballot, and not otherwise. 


» Question for Adjournment, previous Question or Amendment. 
That if any doubt shall arise in the General Cox \ upon or re- 
Tating to any declaration which shall be made from itchair upon 
the question for adjournment, or the previous question,,or an amend- 
ment, such question shall be determined by a divisidn of the pro- 
sect duly qualified to vote, then present. 


What Questions to be stated in Writing. 

That all questions in any General Court, except the previous ques- 
tion or for adjournment, shall, if required, be stated in writing, be- 
fore the same shall be put; and the chairman shall not adjourn or dis- 
solye the court without a question. 


Notice of Motions requisite. 


__That no motions shall, in future, be made in a General Court, to 
forgive any offenees‘committed by any of the Company’s servants, or 
to make any grants of any sums of money out of the Company's cash, 
without notice being given, in writing, by the persons proposing the 
same, and published by the Court of Directors at least fourteen days 
previous to the holding of such General Court. 


» Accounts. 

‘oThat an account ‘shall annually be Jaid before a General Court of 
Proprietors, 'shewing the nett proceeds of the Company's sales of 
goods during the year last past, ending the 30th April; the duties 
and ‘allowances arising to the Company by  private-trade ; and all 
other Hett profits of the Company in Great Britain, and the applica- 
tion’ and re thereof, agreeably to the act of 53d Geo. IL, 
bis 156." i 

“That such accounts and papers as may, from time to time, be laid 
béfore either house of Parliament by the Court of Directors, shall 
be laid before the next General Court; and that all proceedings of 
Parliament which, ia the opinion of the Court of Directors, ‘may 
affect the rights, interests, or privileges of the East: India Company, 


. shall be submitted by them to the consideration of a General Court, 
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By-Laws. to be specially summoned for thdt purpose, before the same shall be 


ee 


ia §5.@ “Phatthe Court of Directors shall annually cause a general state 


c. 3, § 1. 


c. 6, § 17. 


§ 1g. 


§ 19. 


§ 20. 


passed into a law. ‘ 


per computation of the Company’s affairs to be drawn out td the 30th 
April in each year, and laid before the a for their observation ; and 
that the same shall also be laid before the Quarterly General Court, 


in the month of December following at the latest. 7 v 
. 


By-Laws and Committee of By-Laws. 

*A committee of by-laws to be chosen annually in the month of 
June. Pi bial 

By-Laws to be read in the first General Court after the annual 

election. 7 

No by-law to’be ordained, altered, or repealed, without ognsent of 

two General @onrts, specially summoned, of the first of which, four- 

teen days pivhic notice to be given. 


New Office with more than £200 per annum. ° 


That no new office, either at home or abroad, shall be created by 
the Directors with any salary exceeding the sum of £200 per annum, 
without the approbation of two General Courts, to be summoned 
for that purpose. 

Salaries, Pensions, Gratuities, Superannuations. 

No additional salary to be given exceeding £200 per annum, with- 
out approbation of two General Courts, 

No pension or increase of pension exceeding £200 per annum, 
with@nt same being laid before General Court, in form of a report, 
and approved by two General Courts. List of supergnnuations to be 
laid before General Court. =m 

No gratuity exceeding £600, without same being laid before Gerie- 
ral Court, in form of a report, and opposed by two General Courts. 


* © 


* ” 
GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 


BENGAL. 


Tux, several governments which have been formed for admi- 
nistering the affairs in India under the direction and authority 
of the East-India Company, subject to the superintendence of 
the “Board of Commissioners, are as follow :— 

The Supreme Governinent in Bengal, 

The Government of Madras, 

‘The Government of Bombay, 

The Government of Prince of Wales’ Island, Singapore, 
and Malacca. 

‘The three first are established by Parliament; and as the 
Government in Bengal is the supreme British authority in 
India, it will be first noticed. * 

The East-Indfa Company obtained permission to trade to 
Bengal in 1633, to the port of Pipley only. In 1642, it 
was extended to Balasore and Cossimbuzar. In 1699, grants 
were made to the Company of the towns or villages of Chuta- 
nuttee (Calcutta) and Govindpore, Sir Charles Eyre being 
sent out as chief agent in*Bengal, where a fort was ordered to 
be ,built; and, in compliment to his Majesty King William 
the Third, it was denominated Forr Witxiam, Hence the 
designation of THE Govennon-Genzrat IN Council OF 
Forr Witi1aM in Beneat. 

Ong the union of the London and English Companies i* 
1792, the instructions ffom home were issued in the nar 
Tue Unirep Company or Mercuants or Encian 
ING TO THE East-Inpres. 

Some degree of power was esssential to the 
protection of the Company’s commerce: - 

2a4 
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_accordihgly Gespatched to. the’Emperor Fertokshere .in 1715, 
“consisting of two of the most gntelligent. factors) at the Presi- 
_dency,ewho obtained a phirmaund, or royal grant, conferring 

additional privileges ; dn consequence of which, Calewttiwas 

declared an independentpresidency, accountable only’ tothe 
directors at home. OY wil » 

Jafir Khan, who was at that period governor of Bengal, 
obtained a grant of Bahar and Orissa: his conduct towards 

the English was tyrannical and extortiomte.. He died in 1725, 

and was succeeded by Sujah Khan, his son-in-law, who removed 

to Moorshedabad, accompanied by two omrahs, one-of whom, 
named Ally Verdy Khan, was appointed in 1729, govérnor ‘of 

Bahar; and ultimately, through intrigue and treachery, | pro- 

claimed Nabob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. Nizam-ul-Malk, 

the soubah of the Deccan, jealous of Ally Verdy’s increasing 
power, instigated the Mahrattas, whose rise, as a body, may be 
dated about the middle of the seventeenth century, to demand 

the chout, or tribute, which had been granted them in 1735 

by the Mogul, for the three provinces above mentioned. 

They accordingly advanced in the two divisions of Poonah 

and Berar to Burdwan, under the command of | Bajee Row 

and Ragojee Boonslah. ‘The scourge occasioned by the irrup- 
tion Was dreadful. Commerce was at a stand throughout’ the 
provinces; the poor affrighted inhabitants fléd fh terror from 
their looms and their fields to the woods, where they either 
perished from hunger, or fell an easy prey to the wild beasts 
with which the forests abounded. ‘The native inhabitants‘of 

Calcutta, dreading a repetition of the calamities, solicited arid 

obtained permission to dig a ditch round that city, tothe 

extent of seven miles (the Company’s bounds) which was called 
the Mahratta; Mitch, 
Ally Verdy succteded the following year in hileinga ‘de 

Mahrattas to make a precipitate retreat: when he was ‘con- » 

‘med by the Mogul, Soubah ot Bengal, Bahar, and’ @rissa, 
wition of his remitting annually to Delhi six croré of 
4y way of tribute. His death took place: in 1756, 

‘as succeeded by his grandson, Seraji-ud-Dowlah, 

his seventeenth year. . He was of a cruel,vin- 

: dictive, 
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‘ BENGAL. 

. ictiye, and sullen’ dispositiof, of profligate ndbies;% ‘and with 
stfOng feelings of hostility toethe English. “It was during’ Ris 
government that the horrible massacre in the blackhole ‘At 
Caloutta. took place. By the tyrant’s commands, one hundred 

_ and forty-six persons, including Mr. Holwell, the governor of 
Fort William, were incarcerated, in an intensely sultry night 
inthe month of June, in a dungeon not twenty feet square. 
Of. the above number, not more than twenty-three déame 
out alive the ensuing morning. Mr. Holwell himself, being 
amongst the survivors who, notwithstanding the shock which — 
his constitution received, returned to England and lived to 
the age of ninety ! 

The Nabob having evacuated Calcutta, a deputation was 
despatched to Madras to solicit immediate and effectual suc- 
cours: it reached Fort St. George on the 5th August ‘A 
detachment of nine hundred Europeans, with fifteen hundred 
sepoys, under the command of Colonel Clive, was immediately 
despatched to Bengal, accompanied by Admiral Watson with 
a squadron then fortunately in the roads, consisting of the 
Kent, sixty-four (the admiral’s); the Cumberland, seventy, on 
which Admiral Pocock hoisted his flag; Tiger, sixty; Salis- 
bury, fifty; Bridgwater, twenty; and a fire-ship; together 
with transports for the troops. On the 27th December, all 
the ships and vessels had arrived at Fulta, and the next after- 
noon anchored, ten miles below the fort of Budge-Budge, 
which Admiral Watson determined to attack the next morn- 
ing. An ambuscade was planned to intercept the retreat‘of 
the garrison. It was directed by Colonel Clive in person, but 
proved the prelude to more serious operations. The Mogul 
general having marched from Calcutta to aid the garrison at 
Budge-Budge, with fifteen hundred horse and two thousand 
foot, a general engagement took place. * Monick Chund was 
however obliged to retreat with his troops to Hooghly, and from 
thenge"to the Nabob of Moorshedabad. On the 2d January 
1757, at nine in the morning, the Kent and Tiger anchored 
before the gates of Fort William ; the batteries of which were 
silenced by eleven; the fort evacuated, of which a détach- 
ment under Captain Coote took possession, with loud accla- 
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‘mations ; pane colours being. -once more hoisted on. the 

: r. Drake ,and the former members of council 

were the ‘sauna dey rrpeprinih reinstated by. Aaa 

Watson. 

The orders which had been given to the Admiral and Colo- 
nel Clive were, to obtain full reparation of all injuries, and - 
eventually to attack the tyrant in his capital. The expe- 
dition proceeded to Hooghly, which place they captured, and 
destroyed the resources of the enemy. The-Nabob, on Jearn- 
ing the fate of Hooghly, was highly exasperated. He left his 
capital at the head of all his forces. The English encamped 
a mile northward of Calcutta, where they awaited his approach. 
A partial action took place, in which he lost twenty-two officers 
of distinction, six hundred men, and five hundred horses. At 
this juncture, intelligence reached Calcutta that war had 
broken out between France and England. The French-were 
strong at Chandernagore. Colonel Clive, apprehensive that 
they might join the Nabeb, entered into a treaty with the 
latter, by which the English procured a restitution of all plun- 
dered effects; a permission to fortify Caleutta as they might 
think proper ; liberty to coin gold and silver in a mint: of their 
own;,exemption of merchandize from taxes, &c. The sin- 
cerity of the Nabob was justly suspected: it shortly appeared 
that he secretly abetted the French, and had in fact sent a lac 
of rupees to their aid at Chandernagore. Colonel Clive at 
once resolved on war; and accordingly determined to attack 
the French and Mogul forces united. The English army 
having reached Plassey, they took immediate possession of a 
grove of mango trees of considerable extent; they had scarcely 
done this before their ears were assailed with the sound of 
martial:music, such as generally accompanies the night-watches 
of an Indian camp: it proved to be the army of the Nabob; 
who, on finding the English slower in ‘their progress, than his 
startled imagination had suggested, advanced towards. Plassey. 

The result of the memorable battle of Plassey, which: was 
to decide the fate of the English in Bengal, is too well-known 
to need recapitulation. The most decisive victory was: ob- 
tained by the wisdom, prudence, and valour of Colonel Clive, 
over'the Nabob, whose army was dispersed, and himself obliged 


to 


* GOVERNMENTS IN INDIA. 863 * 
BENGAL. 

£6’ sevk ‘safety’ in flight fiom Modrshedabad. Meet Jaffer was 
in' Waiting at that city to receive Colonel Clive; who, after the 
fitst salutations were over, led Meer Jaffier towards the A 
nnd; and, placing him upon it, made’ obeisance to hinvas lord 
of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, presént- 
- ing a Plate of gold coin. All the omrahs then present ‘like- 
wise paid their homage, and presented gold. Meer Jaffier:was 
afterwards publicly proclaimed as Nabob. 

Nothing could exceed the transport into which the whole 
city of Calcutta was thrown by this great change. The 
praisés of Clive and Watson were resounded. The latter 
unfortunately fell a victim on the 16th of August to a malig- 
nant fever. Colonel Clive, having settled all affairs at Moor- 
shedabad, returned with his army to Calcutta on the Mth of 
September, where he was received with all the merited ho- 
nours due to so distinguished an officer; and in 1758, at the 
united wish of the Council, took upon himself the office of 
president. Colonel Clive sailed for Europe in 1760, and was 
succeeded by Mr. Holwell, the oldest in council, who shortly 
after resigned to Mr. Vansittart, who had been appointed 
successor to Colonel Clive. The internal administration of 
Bengal had been most wretchedly conducted by JaffienKhan. 
Guilty of a series of crimes and exactions, he was removed 
from the musnud, and succeeded hy Cossim Ally Cawn, his 
son-in-law, in whom, however, his supporters were grievously 
disappointed. He not only reversed all the immunities 
granted by his predecessor, and confirmed by himself, but 
imposed heavy duties on the transport of goods throughout 
the provinces. An embassy was despatched from the Presi- 
dency to the Nabob, with the view of promoting a good 
understanding between him and the English: the result was 
not only unsuccessful, but the deputation, passing through 
Moorshedabad on their return to Calcutta, were fired upon 
by orders from the Nabob. Mr. Amyatt, who had beem at the 
head of the deputation, with many others, were saps and the 
rest taken prisoners. 

Previously to this catastrophe, intelligence had reached 
Mr. Elis, the chief at Patna, that the Nabob was determined 
on hostilities: that gentleman immediately planned an attack 
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“upon the Mogul guard, for the piposd of seizing the att! 


the ‘project ‘failed; the English were routed; Mr. ‘Ellis, Mr: 
Lushington, and many other gentlemen were taken prisoners’ 
and the Nobob ordered an indiscriminate slaughter of ‘all 
Englishmen found in the several districts. "When intelli-' 
gence of these events reached Calcutta, the council deter-' 
mined ‘on deposing. Meer Cossim; and, on the 17th of July 
1768, Jaffier Khan, who had been residing at Calcutta since 
the accession of his son-in-law, Meer Co88im, re-ascended 
the ‘musnud. Cossim retired to Mongheer. The buttle of 
Gheria took place; his army, consisting of twelve battalions® 
of sepoys and fifteen thousand horse, were completely de- 
feated by Major Adams with three thousand troops, seven 
hundred and fifty of which were Europeans: they pushed’ 
on’ to Monghir, where they learnt that Meer Cossim -had’ 
caused two hundred English to be murdered, through ‘the 
instrumentality of Sumroo, a renegade French soldier, anda 
favourite general of Cossim, who had fled to Patna; thither 
the English force hastened, which place they took by storm 
on the 6th of November 1763. The Nabob sought refuge 
in the territories of Sujah Dowlah, who had been confirmed 
by the Mogul as perpetual Vizier of the empire for his services 
against the Mahrattas at the battle of Paniput in 1761. 

The. Mogul and Vizier jointly manifested determined hos- 
tility to the English. Major Munro (afterwards Sir Hector), 
who had arrived from Bombay, assumed the command of the 
British force in the month of May; in September he ordered 
a general rendezvous of the troops, and, on the 22d of Octo- 
ber, encamped within gun-shot of the enemy’s camp, near 
Buxar. The Mogul troops commented the action: after a _ 
severe conflict, they were completely defeated. “ Sujah Dowlah 
fléd ‘to Allahabad, six thousand of his troops were left’ dead’ 
on’ the ‘field, and one hundred and thirty pieces of cannon! 
were taken. This victory was most important to the British” 
interests in India. The Vizier, the only Mogul chief whd 
retained any power, was completely reduced; Céssim ‘wa’ for’ 
ever deprived of any power or territory in Bengal; and the 
Eniperor, Shah Aulum, who had been kept in‘a’ state of 
se oh: by the Vizier, being once more master of his own 
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actions, applied to the British general: for protection.» He, 
was accordingly receiyed in the British camp with the honours 
due to his rank, and accompaniedColonel Munro to, Benafts.; 
Golonel Clive, who had been raised to the peerages after his, 
return to Europe was appointed, in 1764, commander-in-; 


‘chief, president and governor in Bengal, together, with four 


gentlemen, who-formed a select committee, and were, em-, 
powered to act by their own authority, without consulting, 
the, council. His Lordship reached Madras in April 1765. 
The Vizier, after the battle of Buxar, endeavoured to obtain 
the aid of the Mahrattas, of the Rohilla chiefs, and of the, 
Jats. A skirmish took place on the 3d of May; the whole of 
the troops were dispersed, and the Vizier, finding his. affairs 
desperate, resolved to throw himself on the generosity of 
the English. Negotiations and srrangements were entered 
into, by which Nudjum-ud-Dowlah, the son of Jaffier Khan, 
was secured in the station of soubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and: 
Orissa, 

Sujah Dowlah, in that of Nabob Vizier of Oude, and the 
Emperor Shah Aulum, by a phirmaund dated the 12th of 
August 1765, granted to the East-India Company the Dr- 
WANNY, oR, CoLLECTION or THE ReveNvuE oF BeneAL, Ba- 
HAR, AND Orissa. 

Lord Clive returned to England in the year 1767. The 
affairs of India had excited considerable attention in the 
public mind. Parliamentary interference had already regulated 
the declaration of dividends; and, by the 7th Geo. III, c. 57, 
and 9th Geo. III, c. 24, the territorial acquisitions and reve- 
nules were continued to the Company for certain periods, and 
under certain regulations. In 1769, the state of the Com- 


-pany’s affairs in India having been under the Court’s serious 


consideration, they determined on recommending to the pro-; 
prietors the measure of sending out a commission of three 
gentlemen of ability and experience, to superintend all their 
presidencies and settlements, with full power over the spite: 
to cogrect all abuses, and to dismiss or suspend such. seryants 
as might appear to have been concerned therein, .This pro- 
position was submitted to a General Court on the 12th of July 
1769, and carried by a majority of twenty votes; the numbers 
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for jitsbeing two Selaiead) and. Pearse ‘end against it two” 
lnuindred and fifty-nine, ha oie, ash) fide 

The commissioners* wer® hoattinie i ballot on the 19 
July, by three hundred and fourteen votes to two hundred: tind: 
ninety-eight. 

Advices from. Madras having Teen sedi in a Court of Prox? 
prietors on the following day, announcing the suspensionof », 
measures for procuring investments, in consequence of | thee 
want of funds to carry én the war against Hyder Ali, who << 
had. threatened, and. shortly afterwards overrun the alimaticss e 
a, requisition for a Special Court was given in; and, on the? ry 
2ith Jtily, it was moved that application should be made: to his 
Majesty’s Government for some ships of the line being-sent out: * * 
fox the security of the Company’s possessions in the East; and... 
likewise that. two battalions of land forces might be als# granted 
for the proteetion of their settlements. The General Gout 
agteed to apply for some ships; but deemed the Company’s: 
own. mobi if properly recruited, to be sufficient for the Com- 
pany’s service.” “ 

His. Majesty’s Government were not disposed to grant py 
naval force, unless the commander of such"force was invested 
with powers as plenipotentiary for treating with Hyder Ali, — ¢ 
the Mahrattas, &c. The Company were averse. to. arming 
him with such powers. Government were still of opiifion 
that they should be conceded; but subsequently suggested 
that they might be confined to his having a voice on all ques- 
tions connected with peace and war. The objections of the 
directors and proprietors to this modification not being removed, 
it. was urged. by Government that the commission proposed to 
be sent out was illegal; and, moreover, that his Majesty could 
not. consent to permit his forces to be subjected to. possible 
employment, contrary to the engagement by treaty to;acknow- 
ledge the legal titles of the Soubah of the’ Deccan, and Nabob e 
of the Carnatic, ’ 

Lord Weymouth, who conveyed such intimation: to: the 
sdirectors, desired that the sense of the General Court should 
be.taken upon it. On the 15th of August, the a — 
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“ Henry Vansittart, Luke Scrafton, and Francis Forde, Eada. 
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